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nturc of 90 many tprivgs as flow from this hill, at

a considerable distance from each other: upon

looking around> however, sufficient data for the*

yohition of the difficulty are not discoverable* No<-

thing of a volcanic nature is to be seen in thi?

country; neither could they learn that any evi-

dence in favour 'of such a supposition <vas to be

found in the mountains connected with this river.

An immense bed of dark blue schistus appears {p

form the base of the hot spring hill, and of gll

those in its neighbourhood : the bottom of thf

creek is formed of it; and pieces are frequently

met with rendered soft by decomposition) and

possessing a strong aluminous taste, requiring no-^

thing but lixiviation and crystalization to com*

plete the manufacture of alum.' As bodies und^^ro

going chemical changes generally produce QlW

alteration of temperature, the heat of these springs

may be owing to the disengagement of caloric,

or the decomposition of the schistus : another,

and perhaps a more satisfactory cause may be as*

signed : it.is well known, that within the circle of

the waters of this river, vast beds of mai'tial py»

rites exist ; they have wot yet, however, been dis-

covered in the vicinage of the hot springs, but

may* nevertheless, form immense beds under tlic

bases of these hills; and as in one place at Ifis^

there is evidence of the presence of bitumen, the

union of these agents will, in the progress of de*^

composition, by the admission of aicaud moisture^

produce degrees of heat capable of supporting th^

phenouiena of the hot springs. No sulphuric aci4
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