
PREFACE. V

nn acciptuhlt: present. Everij one nhose heart cnntauisA

spark of patriotism, nhnsc bosom ehcrishes that lore of

conntnj inherent in generous ininds, must survei/, iiith a

scntiimnt of mingled pride and pleasure^ the numerous

and splendid triumphs of Britai-n, on zihat mat/ be justlif

termed her native element. IVith admiration he ivili

behold the hard;/ seaman, cool and collected amid the

shock of embattled navies, hurling siveeping destruction

on the foe ; leith tmotioahe vjHI see him, at the hazard

of life, giving reli»f to a distresjied enemy v^helmed be-

neath the foaming surge ; and ivhen success has croivned

the exertions of his valour and the prudence of his mea-

sures, heicill view him vjith edification, devoutly ascrib-

ing the glory to the hand of Omnipotence, lyhile such

shall be the character of the British seamen, ivill Britain

liield, ive trust, unrivalled, the sceptre of the ocean ; so

tongv^'ill she command the fear and respect of the rest of

the IvorId, and we may exultingly exclaim with the poet—
' Britain's best Bulwarks, are her wooUen walls

!''
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