
I
288 Trooper and Rcdsldn,

" Commissioner Ilcrchincr, considcriii^t; this such an

important district, has a detachment of police stdtioncd

here. Corporal Donkin and Constable Stewart repre-

sent the red-coats.

"At one time I hear that settlers in this rej^ion were

obliged to sleep under arms in their stables at ni^dit.

Owing to the system of patrols orii^iiiatcd by Commis-
sioner Ilerchmcr, and the establishment of winter

detachments, this undesirable state of things has happily

passed away.
"Visitor."

The writer of the above, with true Western gush, has

exaggerated matters when he hints at coals being trans-

ported over the prairie in winter. The idea is ridiculous.

No one came, after the snow fell at Christmas. Major

Jarvis ordered me to send in a complete report on this

district i.i February, and I did so.

In March, I was surprised by the advent of an officer,

with a constable to relieve me, bringing the welcome

intelligence that the discharge which I had applied for,

during the preceding August, was lying ready for me
at headquarters. I returned with the officer in his

sleigh, having handed over everything in the shape of

Government property to my successor. I was suffering

intense agonies from snow blindness, having for the

three previous days in succession been in the saddle on

the prairie exposed to the terrific glare of the reflected

sun. We remained one day at Alameda and I had

applications of tea-leaves to my eyes. The pain was

almost beyond endurance at times. When we left for

Moosomin, I had to be led to the sleigh. We reached

the latter place in three days from Alameda, and

proceeded to Regina by the morning of the loth. A
board of officers sat on the 12th, "to verify and record


