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OUH in Ills cfTorts to rt'fonti tlw [t('(tj)l(> mid the cU'r^^y.

So zealous was liu for good morals, tliat lie drew 14)011

hiinst'lf tliu imputation ol" a leaning to the licivsy of

tin; Jansi'uists, — a suspicion strcngtluMU'd 1)}' liis

opjjosition to ctTtaiii [iriests, who, to secure' the faith-

ful in their allegianee, justilied them in lives of

licentiousness.^ Vet Olier's catholicity was past

attaintment, and in his horror of .lansenists he

yielded to the .Jesuits alone.

He was [)raying in the ancient church of St. Oer-

main des l*res, when, like Dauversiore, he thought

he heard a voice from Heaven, saying that he was

destined to he a light to the (Jentiles. U is recorded

as a mystic coincidence attending this miracle, that

the choir was at that very time chanting the words,

Lumen ad rcvdntioncm Gcntiujn;'^ and it seems to

have occurred neithei' to Olier nor to his hiogi-apher,

that, falling on the ear of the iai)t worshipper, they

might have unconsciously suggested the supposed

revelati(m. But there was a fm-ther miracle. An
inward voice told Olier that he was to form a society

of priests, and estahlish them on the island calle(l

jNIontreal, in Canada, for the propagation of the True

Faith; and writers old and rccen*- assert, that, while

hoth he and Dauvei-siere were totally ignorant of

("Canadian geography, they suddenly found themselves

in possession, they knew not how, of the most exact

1 Faillon, Vie de M. Olier, ii. 188.

2 Mi'iiioircs Autdf/nijihcs dc M. Olier, cited by Faillon, in Ilistoire

de la Cnlmtie FrcuK^aise, i. o^l.


