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ttnicttMl cKiisidcKililc ptiMic attiiilion. It ih im
ulitlc wrilteii hy Mr. S. [•]. |)aws(>M, <if MonUi'iil,

!

Mil I wi'l i|ii(»to a few seiitt'iife.'i from it jn«f t<i

;

-l.iw wliiit Im tlu! ti-.K' feeling of ilio I'lofeHtiini

iiuiiDiity ill till' I'roviint: of yiiel>rc; in re^^iitii lo

itiiiwe jiii'^eiiilcil )(i'iev(UHM's :

" rho Knglish Priilc-i.'int iiiiiiorit^ in tlic Piovincf of
Uiu'Ihh- oiiKtit t'> Id- yiT) iinliii|i|iv, it fur ni> ntlifr itiisnii,
1. iiniin («> inii'iv (•'tilimldc' pcoiiii- in llii; HJHtfr l'r<)vii''!ns

iiimI ill liif Uiiileii StiitoK seem ti> lie ilislri'sscd oii flicir
ii'i'imnt. It in imt (iluiiFiaiit to Ijc Ihi' ulijei-f of no imicli
-.lii-ilirle. lk-Hi(|(^H, it in too IhIc riio dnotriiii' "f
• >liltff' lidlilH ' liiiH liiTii Hi> ixT-i.-liMi'ly iniiiilaiiuMl liv

ilic iitlitT I'mviiirc;', cj-iiuiMiilry !iv New liniii^wiok ami
I'Mtiirio, tlint ir is imiiot-Hible to ili'ny lo tin- Fn-ndi in
(,'iii«lu'i- lUtifv powiTH wliidli the KiiKlisli ni:ijiiiiiic.< in iho
ntlior I'loviin'cs liiive nucpeM.ufully iic-iertiMl. Wliiit
;.-<i'i*tiiiii'", then, the oilier Vrovinci-s Piiii iilTi)ril ti> the
iMiiiority ofQnehfc docs not r-hMirly M|i|>e;ir. cvi-n it' that
ii.iiiority 'inred Ki'niTiilly in the (rhminy iiiipri'hiMn'ion.i

till el !ie where on their iieeount.
''The Ki'Rlii'h jniiiority ontflit iilso In ln' uiihiiiiiiy he-

ciiue .d' tlie eivil iiiid reliKicMii' dixiidviintiiKes winch it

iVMiild ii|i|<e:ir Iroiii outHide "lureeM thiil they nre i>Mi»red
. fmlure. And. then, if iiercliiinec tiny one of the minor

r\\ t'liinlly MiKfueci.-' lint be eannot pereeivi; Miiylhinif on-
11-iiiilly hard ui his lot—anythioK heyond wlial fully to
riiiHiritie.xeljKnvhero—he inehiddeii hy ' ."njierior persons '

!i'r not re:ilifin|{ his Jihjei't condition. .So tluit he lieenine-i

li,''eoiiraK«''l beeiiiise he is not unhappy enoiiKli lo please
jiif' nei(fl(lior.-'.

" I''or. lifter all, in real deeil, the most <d' »g who have
!"ii'r resided in th's I'royinee do not find it in the least
''(".iirreeahle. _ Tiiless ihe An(?lo-Sa.xon mind is at an
ciir'y iipe t'amili'i rised with other r.iees and religion!', if is

Mjil lo furiu tlxed ideas. And so it often happens that the
Fiiiieli Hoilliin CiMliiiIie, as imncined hy our outside
t'lieiiils. in dilferent from the person we come in daily

I'aet with. An Ko(rlishiiiaii innv ilwell a lite time in

I'liiee in the lieart ol'Freiudi Caniidj. Nohody will leave
'nelsat his door or ^ive iIkmii to liifi children. Ife may
I'l on e.xecllciit terms, and evenexidiaime hosiiiliilifies,

wiili the C'(// .• hul it thai reverend nent Ionian should feel

.o>v doubts about his lui<i 's future state, he will never hi

ili^aBreenblo itnoufth to express ilicm.''

N OS, Mr. Speikpi-, liiis is, unfoitiiiiati'ly, tht;

(I'lijtioii of alhiirH in the I'lovince of (^neliee mIiici;

I III' liegiiining of this agitition. NoluKly knows
whole tliu evil Ik. The evil lioes not exist ; Init.

'ir ProteMlaiit frieniln in the I'loviiu.-e of (^ueliec,

wild have not I'oinjihiineil, are taken to tank ami
.lie lootmxil la".'a.n.se tliey <lo !iot liiiiler.^itiinil tluit

'hey aie unhappy, even if tlicy <!'> i>"t «<''" ' "''

I'cl it. Mr. .'^jK'fi.ker, what in the principle, or
I itlici the negation of principle, at tlie liottom of

'-hi^ Bill prcaejiteil liy my hou. fiieinl from .Simcoe?

It ii coercion in a matter where coercion cannot
cxiHt. (a)crcion Iiiih Keen trietl in several coun-
tries in niutti'i's of lanj^unjje ami religion, ami
IK rywliere it has lieen tried the result has lu^en

' "iitrary not only to exju'ctationt*, luit in a laii,'e

lie iiHure eonlraiy to the w isli of tho.-c who liavt^

Miployed such means. Xow, it is a very .sad

;liing to see how the lessons of history aiy; lost for

•ur Kipia! Kitrlits |M'ople, iind liow innoh, by
iie^'locting tlii» part of tlieir edmation, they are

'liifting into a channel of narrow idea.s. During
!lu' early part of tiie lirilish regiiiu' in Canada,
'••mipulsion and coercion was tr' with a \ itw of

\>ilding together the dilVerent e, us of popula-
lioii, 8o as to ff>rin a homogeneous nation, and it

.vas alway.s found that this coercion had a result

liuite contrary to what wa.s exy)octed. The ino.st

enlightened of our g*)vernors have doclariMl time
and again that the only way to strengthen iJritish

I'ule in Canada was to conciliate the King's new
Mihjects. Such was the opinion of (Jeneral Mur-
ray, of Lord Dorclie.-ster, of .Sir J. I'revost, and of

many others, including and foremost amongst them,

l.orl Klgin. The K<iual Hightds. who are aUo,
iinmt of them. Imperial l''<ileiationists, think dlH'or-

eiitly ; liiit I may tell them that if their aim is to
per|)et\uite Mritish iiKtitiilions m .Xnu'rica l»y sow-
ing the .seed of diH.satisfiiction. they are «idc of the
mark. Thci" isom conMideiation which iiitMirully

springs from « hat I have just said. It ii- this;

Tliat they appe.ir to li.ive !oht sight of the
l)iiia<l jiolicy inaugurated liy the Knglish (!o\ern-
nieiit ye us ago, hut they should not o\<-rhMik the
fiict that if rhey can ls>ast today of tiie title of

lirilish citi/.itiH, which tiicy profess to value so
much, they oAe it lo the lUlce.-ito.H of the \ ery
people (hey scdn to hate anddesiiise. What would
have licrome of 'the liiitihh rnl" in tin- wars of

Indi'(iciidciicc a'ld of |><l2,-if French t'.mnd.'i. in-

steail. I do not .-.ay .if lii^hting. Imt of Is-ing loyal,

had siiii)i!y remained neutral. Neiie lnit si<ine-

hliiid men' v,-iiuld s;iy that thi.-i I nuada of ours
would slill he a Ih'itiMh eoimtry. It is a matter «)f

history that the liovernors of Canada in olden
tilings would i'lrive here imluted with pit judices

.•|^aiu^t the •" ( 'anadians." and that, after .-studying

the loMiitiy. these prcjudiies would make way for

sounder iioti'ius leading to a change oi policy. Im
iiiialiately after the coiii|iiest. ( Jeueral Murray
wrote to the Home flovermnent in jtraise of the

King's new subjects. Lieutenant* lenerulCarletiin,

who, during tin war of lndep<'ndeiicc. was sjived

from falliiij.' into the hands of .\merie.an soldiers in.

his Might from .\loiiti-eal to t^uiln c liy a Canadian
oflicer (lencral ( 'arleion w.is a fast friend of the

)ii-ople he \\ii» exjiected by .some newl\ l.ilided

emigr.iiit to ciii.sli out of existence. I could lengthen

this list imiil your p.itieiiee would be exhausted ;

but I must turn to tliing.s of tli«^ day. and say,

that 1 am ama/.ed to see men. very few I Iiojm',

brought up in contact with n-;, having for years

professed the greatest friendship, aceejited the

hand extended to them, suddenly turn around on
the ( Joverimient to per.se.-nte and hound down the

men they wi re so friendly to some months au'o. I

am am.i/.ed to liud men of the day. aspiring to be

tlu' hiiders of the peojile, re\ersing tlu policy in-

augurated by men whose positioi- placed them above

the pasaions of the moment. \\ ie-n T see that the

first (iovernors under the I'.riti.-h rule, Istfore the

Quebec Act of 1S74. and even during the military

ruh'. conde.scended to publi.sh the laws and the

ordinaucos in I'len-h. I have a riglit to ex-

press my surprise that this meagre measure of

justice ap])ears in the eyes of certain geiitlenn^n to

be too large foi the FiS-neh population of the western

'i'erritories. ["reuoii wasii.Hed, moid ban a century

ago, to bring the ordinar.ees lief.irc the jieonle,

and that, after a terrible war, when vampiished

and coinpierors were face to face : ami now, after a
union of overoiu? century, this simple act of justice,

of international i'ourt:es\ . which costs the country

the enormous sum of rive hundred dollars a year,

is considered out of place and t«H> generoUH. If you

exp»-et to make a great coniitiy with siuh ideas you

are sad.y mistaken. .Sir Henry .Summer Maine and

.Sir Alfred Lyell have claimed as one of the brightest

titles of (ireat Urilaiu to the iwlmitatioii of theciv-

ilise.l world that, foll.iwing the example of Home,

w hicli left the couipiered |)eople their customs and

institutions. F.ngl.ind. in itsaeipiisitions of territory,

graitJ I'll to the Crown's new subjeetj* their former

laws and customs. If we hiok at the Dritish Em-
pire we find it carrying into eflect this generous


