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Meanwhile, it is necessary to maintain the
strength of the free world provided by the
North Atlantic Alliance. To this end an im-
portant decision has been reached to re-equip
the Canadian Air Division in Europe with
modern and up-to-date aircraft. You have
been informed of the steps being taken for
sharing with the United States the production
and procurement of defence equipment and
have approved an appropriation to support se-
lected development programs related to pro-
duction sharing.

The Government recognizes that the peace
of the world cannot be assured by defence
measures alone and that economic assistance
to less developed countries is a necessity and
in Canada's interest. You have authorized an
increase in Canada's contribution under the
Colombo Plan to provide further help for
Asian and African nations, particularly those
within the Commonwealth. You have also
voted substantial assistance for the new
Federation of the West Indies. You have
approved a measure to increase Canada's
subscriptions to the International Bank and
the International Monetary Fund.

It is encouraging to note the strong recovery
from the recent recession both abroad and
here at home. My Government will continue
to take whatever steps lie within its power
to maintain employment and to sustain sound
economic gowth.

To improve the lot of those who unfortun-
ately from time to time find themselves unem-
ployed, you have made important amendments
to the Unemployment Insurance Act.

Emphasis has continued to be placed on
national development and financial provision
bas been made for numerous projects in this
field.

Important measures have been approved
for the agricultural sector of our economy.
You have enacted legislation to provide for
loans and grants for provincial crop insurance
schemes and a statute bas been passed under
which long term mortgage credit can be made
available to farmers. The new Farm Credit
Act provides for substantially larger loans
than have hitherto been available.

A National Energy Board has been esta-
blished. This important new agency will
ensure that, so far as it is within the power
of Parliament, Canada's energy resources will
be conserved and used in the best interests
of all our people.

The Maritime Coal Production Assistance
Act bas been amended to enable a further
measure of assistance to this industry on
which the livelihood of so many Canadians
depend.

You have amended the Export Credits
Insurance Act and thus provided a further
stimulus for our exports and our trade
generally.

Several statutes which go to make up the
Veterans Charter have been amended,
broadening the range of benefits to veterans,
particularly those who settle on the land.

The Federal-Provincial Tax-Sharing Ar-
rangements Act bas been amended to extend
the increase made last year in the pro-
vincial share of personal income tax reve-
nue.

A conference of dominion and provincial
ministers of finance and provincial treasurers
was held early this month at which it was
agreed that a comprehensive study should
be undertaken of the problems of inter-
governmental financial and economic rela-
tions. A further meeting will be held next
October. Meanwhile, reports on many of
these questions are being prepared by the
federal-provincial continuing committee of
officials.

You have enacted a measure to authorize
the payment of additional annual grants to
Newfoundland in accordance with the scale
contained in the report of the Royal Com-
mission on Newfoundland Finances appointed
in fulfilment of the obligation of the Gov-
ernment of Canada under the Terms of
Union of Newfoundland with Canada.

You have enacted a measure to alleviate
the discriminatory effects of the last hori-
zontal increase in freight rates and an inquiry
has been instituted into a broad range of
railway problems.

Changes have been made in the Criminal
Code, including an important provision
respecting obscene literature.

After study of the subject by a committee,
you have approved a measure for the humane
slaughter of food animals.

You have signified your approval of a new
International Wheat Agreement negotiated
within the past few months. The agreement
has since been accepted.

You have provided for the appointment of
parliamentary secretaries to ministers of the
Crown.

The supplementary pensions for retired
civil servants, members of the armed services
and of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police,
provided by appropriations last year, have
been placed on a statutory basis.

Other measures enacted at this session
include the Act to approve the Income Tax
Convention with Finland, the C.N.R. Financing
and Guarantee Act, a new Seeds Act, Acts
to confirm Agreements with the Provinces of


