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country, and bis experience bas been such an
extensive one as has been had by few in
the public life of Canada. He entered this
Hlouse in 1885, at the early age of thirty-
three, and has ever since been one of its
most active members. He is an outstanding
French Acadian, and among those of us who
were born and reared in French Acadian
communities his name is honoured and
respected. We have followed bis contribu-
tions to Acadian literature with great interest.
Always a staunch Conservative, hie has ever
been a disciple of his great chief tain, Sir
John A. Macdonald. I amn certain that the
Acadians of Nova Scotia will feel honoured
to-day by the presentation which hie has
made in'their native language.

(TroailaiEo) Mr. Speaker aind honourable
colleagues, it is a great pleasure for me to be
able to compliment in bie own language the
honourable mover of tbis resolution. On ail
occasions bie shows himself to be a worthy
representative of the French of Acadia. The
English--speaking Acadians are just as proud of
him, and dlaim for the wbole of Acadia the
honour of possessing this noble ffon. An orator
admired by the public and in Parliament, bie
bas maintained bis high reputation in the
speech to which we have just listened. We
congratulate him and tban-k him.

(Texi) I tbink we can ail agree that the
Prime Minister deservies the gooidwill of ail
oixr people f or successfully biringing &bout the
Imperial Economic Conference and obtain-
ing results which wilI undoubtedly be of con-
siderable benefit to rnany of the industries of
Canada. Two years ago, at the Imperial
Economic Conference in London, Mr. Bennett
invited the Empire delegates to rneet in
Ottawa. He went furtber than any other
important statesman at that time by rnaking
a definite offer of a furtber preference to
British goods, provided a business arrange-
ment were made between the two countries.
The Conference met bere in July and was
probably the most important ever beld within
the Empire. It attracted world-wide atten-
tion, particularly in countries wbose trade
wîtb Great Britain or the Dominions was
tbreatened tbrougb any agreements that
rnight be made. For nearly four weeks the
delegates discussed matters of trade, not only
between thernselves and Great Britain, but
with one another, and freim that Conference
bave corne twelve different trade agreernents.
Four of these directly concern Canada, there
being one ea.cb witb Great Britain, Soutbern
Rbodesia, South Africa and the Irish Free
State. These agreernents are being placed
before Parliament to-day for ratification, and
wilI, no doubt, go into effect.

For the first tirne Canada has secured in the
British rnarket a decided preference on rnany
of hier products, particularly wheat, fruit,
bacon, canned fisb, copper; in fact, on ail
important products of Canada. It is expected
that these preferenees will secure a market
for Canada and will free this country from the
disastrous competition of sucb countries as
Russia in the British wbeat market. A ten-
tative arrangement has also been reacbed to
provide a wider market for Canadian lumber
in Great Britain, and this will do mucb to
revive the lumber industry, wbich is so im-
portant to almost every province.

On the other band, Canada gives to Great
Britain greater preferences on more than two
bundred items, almost exclusively manufac-
tured goods. It is believed that these prefer-
ences will not injure any Canadian industry,
but will increase the market for British goods.
In addition to the immediate benefit which
Canada will secure, it is believed that this
Imperial Economic Conference was but the
beginning of a movement to conserve Empire
trade for Empire people, and that Canada,
looking to the future, rnay be confident of
a steadily increasing trade with tbe Mother-
land.

One of the greatest problems that bave con-
cernied governimente in Canada is railway
transportation. The large and continually in-
creasing debt of the Canadian National Rail-
ways threatened the financial stability of the
country. The Bennett Government appointed
a Royal Commission, presided over by Mr.
Justice Duif, te inquire into our transporta-
tion systerns. In the meantime botb railways
were urged to practise the rnost rigid econ-
omies, and the Governinent is being con-
Leratulated that the cost o! operating the roads
has been brougbt witbin reasonable bounds.
The Commission bas reported to the Govern-
ment, and the report is now before Parlia-
ment. The report recommends that the
identity of the two railroads be preserved, and
competition in transportation maîntained, but
it provides a court to eliminate unnecessary
and expensive competition and to see that
justice is done to each of the railways. It is
hoped that, througb the elimination of un-
necessary competition and the increase in
business wbicb now appears, the railways may
regain some measure of prosperity. This year
the Government will bave to advance to the
Canadian National Railways $70,00O,000. It is
also hoped that this deficit will be reduced
very rapidly in the years to corne and that
the systemn will become self-sustaining.

Honourable senators, it is generally con-
ceded that during the past two years, wben
there bas been a world-wide depression, Can-


