
2108 GOMMONS
Pernsion Act Amendient

disability froin the first world war are more
likely in later yaars to feel the affects of the
disability tbey suffered in that campaign.
Those men should flot ha deterred, by fear of
the commission makinig a reduction in their
pension, froma meking application for increeses.

I believe the promise of the government is
inherent in any basic pension scheme. Certain
.standards; should be maintained. When the
cost of living goas up, the promise of the
people or the government is being repudiated
and the pensioners are not able to maintain
the standard of living to which they are
entitled. If wva look at it in that way we will
,sea to, it, that these man are givan a proper
pension and some forma of security which will
assure to tham that they, their cbildren and
thair families will not have to suifer as a
,resuit of their war service. I know of no other
way in, whieh that security cen be guaranteed
to, tbem.

There are many other points whicbh could
be discussad and with which a committea of
the bouse could deal when this matter is
placed bafore it. We would lika to see the
bill go to the committae as quickly as pos-
sible. Naturally the committea will consist of
" majority of government mambers, and as
a result it will be difficuIt for members in the
opposition to introduce amendmants which
ivould involve the expenditura of public
moneyý. Under the rules this is not permittcd.

I cen assure the goveramant and ali con-
nectad withi it that we expect when the coin-
mittee deals witb this lagislation it will bring
baak to the bouse a bill which. cen ha con-
sidared adequate. If the bill is adequate to
meat the situation, the support of this group
will continue: if it is not, thera wîll be
opposition.

Mr. VICTOR QUELCH (Acadia): Mr.
Speaker, in order to expedite the passage of
the bill at this time, I should lika to> ha brief
in mv remarks. Ever since the announiceinent
hv the former minister of vetarans affairs
in July lest to the affect that the com-
mit tee on veterans affeirs would ha set up et
this session, veterans have hoped that the
long overdue ameodment to the Pension Act
wouild ba brought down. I cm afraid the
prescrit bill will faîl fer short of their
,expectations.

In the first place, the increase in tise amouint
of pension is considered too, low. Second,
none of the recommandations made hy the
committea on vetarans affairs in 1946, passad
unanimously-and latar vetoad, by the min-
istar-lias been includad in the bill. Third, e
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number of recommandations alreedy made by
the legion and the national counicil of veterans
affairs have been ignoied.

Howavar, sinca it is desirable that the
measure should pass as quickly as possible in
ordar that the paymant of these increasas in
pensions may ha made, parhaps it is fortun-
ae thet vary littla of a controvarsial nature,
in addition to the increase in pensions, appears
in the bill. I should hope howevcr that the
Ministar of Veterans Affairs is in a position
to assura the bouse that this bill is not the
lest word in pension legishation for the present
session.

All veteran organizations have urgad that
tha increase in pension for aIl benaficiaries
under the ct should not ha lass than 25 par
cent. The hon. mambar for Hastings-Peter-
boroughi (Mr. White) quotad froin The Le pion-
ary and huilt up a strong case for an increase
of 25 par cent. Othar organizetions have
empbasized the fac't that, the increase should
flot ha less than 33 par cent, and I have
receivcd a numbar of resolutions, from boards
of trada in my constituenicy urging that the
basic rate for a 100 par cent disability pan-
sioner ha set et not lass than $100 a month.
The present bill providas for an increasa of
onlv 16 par cent and therefora fails consider-
ably short of thosa recommandations.

Tlîe 'eterans or.-anizations are askin-g et
this timie that the pansions of veterans of
world ivar 1 ha stahilized. I ivas glad to have
the assurance of the ministar that whan the
pension bill is hefora the comînittea a
thorough investigation will ha made of this
whola question. I think ail of us agrea that
it is a deplorabla situation that veterans of
world wvar I, whose averagea cge is cround 59
or 60 years, are calad up baforea eboard and
told that, sinca thair dýisahility bas dacraasad,
thara will hea c auction in thair pension.
Surely wlien e veteran of world war I bas
reced thea ga of 59 or 60 yaars ha should
ha assurad that no action will ha taken to
reduce the amount of bis pension. The
presenit ratas should ha stahilized as a floor
and the only ravisions in the future should ha
uipwerd.

In 1946 the vetarans affaira committea voted
in favour of daleting the daadlina of April 1,
1944, effacting widows, wivaa and children of
vatarans of the first great wer, but the Min-
istar of Vetarans Affaira vetoed that action.
It should ha ramamnbared that, after careful
conýsideation, the committea unanimously
egraad thet the dadlina should ha struck out.
I suggast to the ministar thet lagislation
should ha hrouglit down this year to take


