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Strawberies-Prices in British Columbia

Mr. W. K. ESLING (Kootenay West):
Hon. members f rom. the coast have been
energetic ini presenting to the govarnment the
inequalities of these marketing orders in regard
to barries, and certainly the mambar for
Kootenay Est (Mr. MacKinnon) has made
a perfect presentation of the local conditions.
The wartime prices and trade board have
simply brougbt in a blanket ordar covering
the four western provinces with absolutely no
consideration and no proper kuowledga of
local conditions.

The conditions at the coast are very different
from those 'in Ontario. The conditions in
Kootenay East are cousiderably different
from those in Kootenay West. We do flot
have the competition of Japanase labour as
it previously exjsted, but we have had sncb
competition and such disregard for labour and
wages from the Doukhobors as to have dis-
couraged c,)nsiderabIy the growing of straw-
bernies iu the interior. Many times, ns the
member for Kootenay East says, the growars
do not get back the return for crates alona,
and it is discouraging not only for local mar-
keting but for shipping.

I arn sure that after the prasentations that
have been made by British Columbia mem-
bers the goverumeut will see that some con-
sidenation is given to the interior growers
so that they may get at least a return which
will pay them for their labour and for the
matarial iuvolved iu cnatiug.

Mr. DANIEL McIVOR (Fort William): I
have a relative who want into the berny busi-
ness at Chilliwack three years ago and hie
was glad to get dlean of it at a considerable
bass for the reason that the cost of labour
was high, the price of the bernies was low,
and there was unequal competition with the
Japanese. We were told yesterday soma place
that if one part of the body suifars, the wbole
body suifera with it; and if ona province
suifera the whola of Canada suffers with it.

Mr. B. M. HILL (Charlotte): I do not
balieve that a price cailing is necassary in
New Brunswick. It is my impression that the
market will take care of the price of straw-
berries. 1 do not ýagrea with the hon. mambar
for *York-Sunbury (Mr. Hauson). I balieva
the ministar kuows ail about the marketing of
strawbarrîas in the maritime provinces.

Mr. HANSON (York-Suubury): 1 do not
think hae kuows auything about it.

Mr. HILL: If the ministar will cast his
mind back ha will ramemban that whau the
first strawbannias came ou the market thay
wera carefully picked. They cousisted of a
faw barries that ripaued ahead of the othars,

and it was quite an expansive oparatiou ta
pick the barries. Tbay wara marketad at a
fairly bigb price, as a 1uxuiry. Tha uext
waak, tha barries baviug become more pro-
lific, the prica automatically dropped soma-
timas aight, and tan cents a box. A fortuight
latan, whau tha great mass of the barries
ripaued, the crop automatically took cara of
the prica and tha prica droppad savau and
eighit cents a box. That iuvariably takas place
each yan in Naw Brunswick.

This prica cailing doas not taka cara of the
marketing of tha eanly bannies, the few scat-
tared bernies that ripen at the start. If the
farmer ware to racaive twanty-two cents a
box right thnough for bis average crop hae
would certainly be getting a high prica; but
what will happen is this. Tha finst hernies
that were markated at around thirty-fiva cents
a box will have to ha sold at twanty-two
cents, aud then tha naxt waak, when pra-
viously they dropped to twauty-five cents a
box, tbey will still hava to ha sold at twanty-
two cents. Whau the large crop comas ou the
prica will automatically dnop eight cents aud
ýthe farmer will get an average of only twalva
to fifteen cents a box.

H-on. GROTE STIRLING (Yale): It bas
not beau vaxy often iu ualy twenty yaars
wbau a fruit discussion bas takan place in this
house that 1 hava not playad my part in it.
On this occasion I hava but littla to say,
bacause in the Okanagan valley, wbicb I
rapresent in this house, the fruits growu ara
more langely the trea fruits than the small
fruits; cousequantly wa are not shippars on a
commercial scale of large quantitias of barries.

The difficulty with which wa ara faced
to-day is that great one of ascentaiuing what
the price should ha. It has been the difflculty
over the yeara. It is accantuatad at this tima
wban there is more necassity than aven to
taka cara of the consumer. What has beau
wauted, what bas heen dasirad by the producar
who is producing over a saries of yaars, is tbat
the right prica should ha received; that the
consumer should not suifer but tbat the pro-
ducan should gat an adaquate neturu for bis
work.

As I bava not bad represantations from thosa
whom I nepresent bane with regard to, pricas,
labour, and so on, I arn not goiug to taka
any more part iu -the debata axcapt ta say
tbat in listauing to the hou. mamber for
Fraser Valley (Mr. Cruicksbank) last weak
and to-day I must say that I am impressed
witb tbe suggestion tbat iu so fan as this yaar
is coucernad it doas not look as if the dates
chosan wena tbe rigbt datas for tbe purpose.
I would suggest tbat cousidaration ha given
ta the possibility of sattiug tbose datas -in


