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The Address-Mr. Irvine

fell overboard. After a while, let us say, I
bobbed up on top cf a wave and said ta him,
"Ha ha, I am nat worse off than you are; I
am net more wet than you are and I arn not
in greater danger oi being drowned." That
would he true, but it certainly would net get
either cf us out ai the Atlantic. Sa that it i.s
ail very well te say that Canada je nat worse
off than any other country, but that doee net
lift this or any other country out of the
present damnable depression. These are the
stereotyped excuses which the leader ai the
opposition used in the last election and for
using which hie was laughed at by the gentle-
men who are now in power. Amnd it je the
excuse which je being used naw by the party
opposite. Well, I repudiate bath; they are
excuses which will not be accepted by the
Canadian people very much langer.

Now I came ta a direct reference which the
Prime Minister made ta camne ai the thinge
which have been advocated from this corner,
and whether I arn right or nat I think that
hie references were particularly aimed at thie
section ai the house. In his usual forceful.
manner hie spoke about nostrume. I thought
I knew what nastrume meant, but I looked
it up ta make sure. The word has three
meaninge. First, a nastrum is a medicine
recarnrended by its preparer; secandly, it
je a medicine the ingredients ai which are
kept secret by the inventer; and thirdly, it
je a quack remedy, and a quack means a
pretender.

An hon. MEMBER: Hear, hear.

Mr. IRVINE: I arn glad that my lion.
friend recognizes hie awn policy when lie
hears it described by someone else. I have
been going over the Conservative policies
and I find that ail three meaninge ai thie
word can be aptly applied ta those policies.
Firet, we have a medicîne recommended by
its preparers. Take, for instance, the fixing
af tarifes by arder in council, a medicine
recomrnended hy those wha prepared it.
Well, that bas heen a failure. Let us take
the second meaning ai the word, a medicine
the ingredients of which are kept secret by
the inventor-the Imperial conference, for
instance; the whole thing kept a secret hy
its inventore. And sorneone reminde me ai
the government's policy ai unemployment,
which *has so far been kept a secret. The
third meaning ai the word is a quack medi-
cine. Now, capitalisrn has been dying for
two generatians and every gavernment that
ever sat opposite has been quacking on it
and applying quack remedies. Quack rernedies
applied have been 'tariffs, tariffs and more
tarifse, aIl nostrume offered by the gavern-
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ment. We demand that they put an end to
their nostrurne and get down ta policies that
will work. Among these nostrumes the Prime
Minister referred specifically to sound money
as one would refer ta the sacred documenta
upon which the faith af a people ie based,
or to the golden cati which was once ground
up and given ta the Israelites in the water
they drank.

It seems ta me that when hie used this
phrase saund money ini the sense in which
hie used it the Prime Minister certainly
underestimated the intelligence of the Cana-
dian people. I can assure him that, from my
associations with the Canadian people-and
1 have travelled over this country in the
last two years a good deal more than hie has
been able ta do, hecause hie has been very
busy-the rnajority of the Canadian people
to-day no longer regard money as a divine
mystery which must be protected both by
church and by state. The public mind has
lost same af the reverence whîch it used ta
have for the gold basie, for example, especi-
ally since Great Britain slipped off that hasis
and since they have been able ta taste sorne
of the fruits which have followed.

I eay f rankly that -the phrase eound raoney
actually etinks with errer and fallacy; it bas
very much more sound than sense. Let me
say ta this house that sound money is seine-
thing that Canada has not and neyer had.
Sound money je something which. no nation
in the world has ever had on a gold basis.
The agitation freim this corner of the chainher
bas been ta get sound -money and bring
aJbout the abandoniment ai unsound noney.
Let me ask a few questions of my hon. friends
which they can answer at their leisure. le it
possible 'for sound money ta be based on
gold?

Mr. LAVERGNE: Certainly.

Mr. IRVINE: I warrant that the hon. rnem-
ber who answers first knows least about it.
That je usually the way.

Mr. LAVERGNE: It is so easily answered.

Mr. IRVINE: But the answer which. cornes
as easily as that is usually ninetenths wrong.
I ask niy hon. friend ta let the hietory of the
depressions af the world give the answer.
Was it sound rnoney which forced. Great
Britain ta abandon ber system? She did not
te.ke that action ai hier awn volition, she wae
forced ta do so. Was it not sound .money
which the Prime Minister deolared. in bis open-
ing remarks at the Ianperia:l conferenoe bad
broken down? He ,stated that the sound
maney system of tihe world 'had eollapsed. If
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