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hefore me some excerpts from a pamphlet
entitled:

Notes from. report on British and continental porte
w4th a view ta, the davelopmsnt of the port of Mont-
rosi and Canadien transportation.

It states here:
Althaugh Great Britamn's ampower during Elisa-

bethan tunes eehiaved a position that han sans
peservd. hier commiercial intisgrty, Liveripool'o mari-
times commerce ws then being rarrjed by 15 sheps
wîth an aggregate burthme of 268 tons. The sad
dunes elaping ta the river were unleure by
arificial construction, and no shelter for ahipa
existed. Nature bas, however, been overcoine by the
courage, persistence and skill of deterxnined mnen who,
in the worda of a former dock chairmnan, have made
of Liverpool "a purse ont ai a sow's ear."

They had made a port out of the level
sand dunes. I have another înteresting ex-
tract here.

The Iength of the oharmai f rom the Nais Light ta
London Bridge la 47J miles, with a width varying
froni 1,000 test ta 200 fest, and a depth varying from
26 feet ta 14 feet at low wamter.

And the narrawest width of the channel at
Port Nelson is over 1,000 feet. Now let me
give a further extract. This relates ta
Montreal:

Iu ths year 1773 Glengoyw was an fimportant town,
having tees than 20.000 inibabâtents. There won no
harbour, the river Clyde being in places fromn 15 ta 18
luchas deep, and with only a "snsible" tide opposite
the tawýn. àà far dn as 12 mniles below Glesgo>w the
river was fordsible. The river Clyde ie now one of
the great navigable highwaya oi rbse worid, 22 Lest
deep aI low ida and 33 et high ide-

Almnost exactly what the channel at Nelson
ie now.
-- aud its constructon la considered a triumph of
engineering slil. The creation oi Vhis inland water-
way, with ths resulting commercial and nnufaoturing
saslblishmtu'ts, la ceritaily a most notaible achieve-

ment. It -was Vhs suces of Vhe isnxroveents on the
Clyde which prompted Vhe iruprovement ai ths river
St. Laewrence ship caranel ta Montreal, which now,
s xegarda sise sud navlgsbility, so fax surpasses its
Modal.

I quote this just ta show that from the
point of view of engineering the proposition
at Port Nelson is one of the best this world
affords, one of the shortest, deepest and
cleanest channels you can mention off hand.
As ta, ice conditions, it is passible ta magnify
ice ta almost any dimensions, if you want
ta belittle this proposition, but I want ta say
that sorne of the busiest trade channels in
the world have conditions which. are just as
black to the outside observer as anything
pointed out by the hon. member fur St.
Lawrence-St. George. Let me now quote
from Lloyd's calendar for 1924; concerning
ice in the Baltie:

The obstruction by ce varies considerably in
different years.

Just as it does in the Hudson bay.
The winter nwsuo ama laid out iii Noveftber and

Deafnber, and remnoved in March and Âprll. In the
northern part of the guif of Bothnie, navigeation la
mot generslly sqpeai to eaiing: vessais until Vhe mniddle
ef May. In the guif of F'lnJand navigation ie usually
tlosed about the end of November end opera lote
in February. The eutrances to the guf of Riga are
usaually elosed in a few weeks, but the middle oft he
9uh rairely freezes oenpleteily. The river Dwina ln
kept open by àce-breakers. The earliest recorded date
of gthe cloeiug of Kronstadt la l2th Novartiber end
iateat 2Oth January, and the eariest opening 9th
April and Istest 24th May, Pertrograd being: a little
erlier and later.

It goes on ta show the ice conditions ini
a gaod many other important ports of north-
ern Europe, and none of the conditions por-
trayed are any more favourable than the
conditions portrayed by the hon. member for
St. Lawrence-St. George. It is heyond refu-
tation that in relation ta this route there is
no engineering problem. whatsoever. The
whole prohlemn with regard ta the Hudson
bay route boils itself down ta the navigation
of the straits. Every reasonable man must
concede that. There is no problemn anywhere
cîse.

Mr. SPENCE (Parkdale): What about
money?

Mr. BIRD: That problem depends upon
one's point of view and the abject aimed at.
I. can quite understand that it laams larger in
the mind of the hon. gentleman than it does
in mine. That is explained by a difference in
geagraphy. The problem of the Hudson bay
route, I repent, is precisely that of the navi-
gation of the straits. And we must narrow
it down stili further, for I da nat think there
is a mian in this House who will deny that the
Hudson straits are navigable during some
part of the year. Everybody knaws that;
everybody is aware that in certain months
during the summer the straits are as navig-
able as the Mediterranean sea. It is there-
fore flot a question of navigability. I listened
ta the speech of the hon. member for Hants--
Kings (Mr. Foster) last night, and I was sur-
prised ta hear him suggest that this was al
a matter of sentiment. You will have oh-
served as I did that lie was the only man
who had indulged. in any sentiment so far as
the debate had then proceeded. I fact, hie
speech was ail sentiment. I have read it
again and I have yet ta discern a single fact
i it. He declared that he had gone tbrougb
the straits and had got scared, notwithstand-
ing the fact that he had gone in an ice-
breaker. He went through the straits and
was so scared that no money would ever per-


