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opposite, after having seven year’s
surveys, to which the seconder of the
Address has significantly alluded, and
after having the whole results of the
summer’s surveys, ought to be now en-
abled—unless there are special reasons
to the contrary—to determine as to what
the proper route is. “Man never is, but
always 1o be, blessed,” and we will be
blessed by-and-bye; and we will hope
that some time in the early part of the
Session the Government will be able to
state what route has been determined
on. One thing is clear: that the Gov-
ernment has determined that the
Yellow-Head Pass is the pass through
which the railway will go. T trust
the Government will, at an early day,
lay on the table all the surveys and
reports they have received in order to
justify that final conclusion. The 10th
paragraph is a very remarkable one,
and the hon. member for North Nor-
folk (Mr, Charlton) dwelt upon it with
great unction. The paragraph reads:
¢ That we receive with much pleasure His
Excellency’s congratulations on the abun-
dant harvest reaped in all guarters of the
Dominion, and that under this and other
influences there has been some improvement
in the Revenue returns, thus indicating, as
we trust with His Excellency, that the com-
mercial depression that aflicted Canada in
common with other countries, is passing
away.”
I donot hear the passing bell. I think
the depression still oxists. If hon.
gentlemen will look at any of the evi-
dences that are patent before them, I
think they must agree with us that
the depression exists still. Look at
the city of Montreal, at tho state of the
lumber trade in Ottawa, at the number
of insolvencies here compared with the
number in the United States; look at
all or any of the evidentces, and you
will see we are called upon to be most
desperate believers to believe that the
epression is passing away. I would
be glad if I could agree with that opin-
1on; I would be happy to think that
our abundant harvest or any other
¢cause would remove the commercial

depression, or was likely to remove it.’

¢ members of the Government are
very modest. They claim no merits for
Temoving it themselves. The fly-en-the-
Wheel policy still exists. The Govern-
?llxent still feel that they must trust to
e h':rvest, trust to atmospheric influ-

[FeBrUARY 11, 1878.]

Address. 33

ences, trust to everything but slates-
manlike conduet and administration. A
feeling exists in the country that the
Government might have, if only at first
by an expression of sympathy, taken a
step in the direction of assisting our
irdustries and manufactures. If they
had taken some such step, some confi-
dence might have been placed in them.
But there is a great feeling of want of
confidence in the Government. Even
with the abundant harvest, thereis a
want of confidence in their administra-
tive power and in their faculty for
legislating. The bill of fare shows
what they have to submit. We are to
have an improved system of auditing
accounts. That is a very important
thing in its way. Then we are to have
greater facilities for reaching theNorth-
West, a Homestead Law in the North-
West and a registration of titles
for the North-West. These are very
well in their way, and I dare say
to the inhabitants of Manitoba of some
little use. We are to have an Inde-
pendence of Parliament Act. These
Independence of Parliament Acts
require a great deal of legislation.
And what 1s the first thing we shall
have to consider in securing the inde-
pendence of Parliament? The first
thing will be to secure the electors of
this country against the undue influence
of the Crown ; aganst the undue influ-
ence of Ministers of the Crown behind
the back of the Crown. Itisofmoreim-
portance that we should put an end to
that system of wholesale corruption
and intimidation which has been used,
I do not hesitate to say, by the present
Government, than to prevent a single
instance of bribery by a single candi-
date at a single election. [ do not
hesitate to say that therc has been a
system of Government influence used
by the present Government for carry-
ing elections which has been unheard

.of before in this country, and since the

days of Walpole has never been heard
of in England. Look, for instance, at
the O’Donoughue case. AndI call the
attention of the House to it, not only
with reference to the independence of
Parliament, but with reference to the
respousibility of Ministers to Parlia-
ment, Hon. gentlemen have charged
us with acting as prerogative men,
with overriding the authority of



