HOUSE OF

with that rdistent Province.  However, |
as we were lilzely soon to bave telegraphic
communication with British Columbia,
through our own territory, the necessity
for an Indian DBoard had, in a great
measure, ceased. and as it had not been
very successiul, the
under con<isderation the expediency of
abolishing it sud appointing superintend-
ents instead.

Mr. BUNSTER expressed astonish-
went at the remarks of the hon., the 3Miu-
ister, and insisted that the Gowmment of |

the Dominion Lad Leen altogether to blame |

tor the injustice done to the Indians, inas- |
much at they had never taken possession |
of the lund which the Government of |
Columbia was keeping in trust for them.
The Comsssiorers, he vepeated, did not
understand  the Indians, who were the
Lest class of tle aborigines in this country.

He did not appear as the advocate of the ;
ent, for helad beenan cp-

NG

Local Gov
ponent of theirs, but he would not sce
any In]usuu
1t most

st to blame them for not

hn

aiving away lauds which were not theirs

to give. He be e the Dominion Gov-
ernment would v
tands, and distribute them,
hoped tha
terms ofg U nion which
vight, to the possession of the land.  The
Lon. gentieman, Le thought, was in error
m accusing  the Local
Lreaking irL]' with the Indians.

Hir. DeCOSMOS said he could not coin-
cide with the hon. gentleman, who had
Just spoken in the sweeping charge of in-
competency made against the Agent.  So
far as Dr. BoweLL wus concerned he (M.
Dr Cu\\zuh) Lad n» fault to find., The
prineple obi-ction Le liad to the others
was, that there were men in the Province
who weirr Juist as well fitted for the duties

and Le also

as  they, Tt under the proposed new
wrangewent  Le thought  they might
probubly do thelr work more satisfac-
torily.

Tle item was then carvied.

On item 160, 52,000, probable expenses
with Indious in Prince Edward Island,

Hon. My, MITCHELL said he would
expect the Lou. gentleman to furnish the

House witl: scine detuils as to the relative |

number of Indians in Prince Edward |

Island, New Drunswick and Nova Scotia.

His own impression was that in Prince
Hon, Mr. Laird.

Government hLad |

done them, and be thought

e possession of these

t they would otherwise fulfil the
gave them the

Government in

COMMONS.

| Edward Island and Nova Scotia the grant

given was too largein proportionto the num-
i berofthe Indmns, as compared to the grants
given in New Brunswick. He would,
also, ask the hon. gentleman to say
whether the sum derived from timber
lands in New Brunswick was expended
on behalf of the Indians of that Province.
The item was carried.

Ttem 161 was passed without discussion.

Onitem 162, to provide for surveys of
boundary between British Columbia and
the United States, 2100,000,

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT said this
was a new vote, the olject of which was
to provide for the survey of the boundary
Vetween Alaska and Canada. The gov-
ernment hoped it would not be neccssary
to expend the whole of it, but it was well
to have sufficient on hand if it should be
. vequired.

Right Hon. Sir JOHIN MACDONALD
asked if any negotiations were going on
i with respect to this boundary.

Hon Mr. CARTWRIGHT replied that
- communications were nowgoing on through
Sir Epwarp Trorx1oN with the United
; Sta‘es government, and it was hoped that
some settlement would be arrived at which
i would enable this government to dispense
with the e\pemhture of the large amount

asked for. The Alaska coast was very
I intricate, and there was no doubt the run-
i ning of a line on the ridges of the mount-
ains would be very expensive. It was
- with a view to effect a saving in this re-
spect that these negotiations were now
going on.—The item passed.

Ttems 163 to 166, inclusive, were passed
without discusison.

On item $12,000 commutation liens of
remission of duties on articles imported
for the use of the army and navy.

Right Hon.Sir JOHN MACDONALD
asked why there wus an Increase of
£2,000.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE said the amount
i hitherto allowed was $50, which was not
sufficient. Representdtlons were made by
the officcrs at Halifax to that effect, and
this increase was allowed,

Hon. Mr. TUPPER—In point of fact
this ““52,000 increase is in consequence of
the recent increase in the duties.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT—Partly
jthat and partly in consequence of the
i increased cost of living in the last few

years.
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