
on Canada-US issues. In February 2003, the Canadian Embassy developed a program for
parliamnentarians accompanying the Prime Minister on an officiai visit to Mexico which
aiined at further strengthening Canada-Mexico parliainentary relations.

The Govemnment also encourages increased engagement between Canadian
Parliamentarians and their US and Mexican counterparts at the multilateral level in
organizations such as the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA) and the
Global Organization of Parliamentarians against Corruption (GOPAC). A tradition has
developed for the Canadian and Mexican delegations to the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of Europe to hold a joint working lunch during the Assembly' s quarterly
sessions in Strasbourg.

Recommendation 38

The Government of Canada should propose to the governments of the United States and
Mexico the setting up of a small advisory high-level expert panel on the future of the
trilateral North American partnership. The panel 's mandate would have to be mutually
agreed by the governments, and it would have to be given sufficient time to consuit widely
within the three societies before making itsfindings public. Suc/z a panel could be asked
to conduct an în-depth examination of the feasibility and desirability - notablyfrom t/e
standpoint of democratic transparency and accountability - of options for new trilate rai
institutions, including:

a more permanent secretariat or "commission"' to support ongoing work through
trilateral summits and other intergovernmental political cooperation;


