Article 2

1 The Convention shall apply where a child habitually resident in one Contracting
State ("the State of origin”) has been, is being, or is to be moved to another
Contracting State ("the receiving State") either after his or her adoption in the State of
origin by spouses or a person habitually resident in the receiving State, or for the
purposes of such an adoption in the receiving State or in the State of origin.

2 The Convention covers only adoptions which create a permanent parent-child
relationship.
Article 3
The Convention ceases to apply if the agreements mentioned in Article 17, sub-
paragraph c have not been given before the child attains the age of eighteen years.
CHAPTER Il - REQUIREMENTS FOR INTERCOUNTRY ADOPTIONS
Article 4

An adoption within the scope of the Convention shall take place only if the competent
authorities of the State of origin. —

a  have established that the child is adoptable;

b have determined, after possibilities for placement of the child within the State of
origin have been given due consideration, that an intercountry adoption is in the child’s
best interests;

¢ have ensured that

(1) the persons, institutions and authorities whose consent is necessary for adoption,
have been counselled as may be necessary and duly informed of the effects of
their consent, in'particular whether or not an adoption will result in the termination
of the legal relationship between the child and his or her family of origin,

(2) such persons, institutions and authorities have given their consent freely, in the
required legal form, and expressed or evidenced in writing,

(3) the consents have not been induced by payment or compensation of any kind and
have not been withdrawn, and

(4) the consent of the mother, where required, has been given only after the birth of
the child; and



