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Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the question of the 
convening of a United Nations conference on environment and development, 3/ 

Mindful  of the views expressed by Governments in the debate held at its 
forty-fourth session on the convening of a United Nations conference on environment 
and development, 

Recalling  the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human 
Environment, 4/ 

Deeply concerned by the continuing deterioration of the state of the 
environment and the serious degradation of the global life-support systems, as well 
as by trends that, if allowed to continue, could disrupt the global ecological 
balance, jeopardize the life-sustaining qualities of the Earth and lead to an 
ecological catastrophe, and recognizingithat decisive, urgent and global action is 
vital to protecting the ecological balance of the Earth, 

Recognizing  the importance for all countries of the protection and enhancement 
of the environment, 

Recognizing also that the global character of environmental problems, 
including climate change, depletion of the ozone layer, transboundary air and water 
pollution, the contamination of the oceans and seas and degradation of land 
resources, including drought and desertification, necessitates action at all 
levels, including the global, regional and national levels, and the commitment and 
participation of all countries, 

Gravely concerned that the major cause of the continuing deterioration of the 
global environment is the unsustainable pattern of production and consumption, 
particularly in industrialized countries, 

Stressing that poverty and environmental degradation are closely ineérrelated 
and that environmental protectiOn in developing countries must, in this context, be 
viewed as an integral part of the development process and cannot be considered in 
isolation from it, 

Recognizing that measures to be unddrtaken at the international level for the 
protection and enhancement of the environment must take fully into account the 
current imbalances in glebal patterns of production and „consumption, 

3/ 	A/44/256-E/1989/66 and Corr.1 and Add.1 and 2. 

4/ 	Report of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment. 
Stockholm, 5-16 June 1972  and corrigendum (United Nations publication, Sales 
No. E.73.II.A.14), chap. I. 


