
CHANGE 0F NOTES BETWEEN CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES
0F AMEBICA RECORDING AN AGREEMENT PROVIDING FOR
THE CONSTRUCTION OF A MILITARY HIGHWAY TO ALASKA.

I

The United ,States Minister to Canada to the Secretary of State for
Externat Affairs

LIEGATION 0F THE UNITED STATES 0F AMERICA

626
OTTA&wA, March 17, 1942.

1. As you are aware, on February 26, 1942, the Permanent Joint Board on
ence approved a recommendation as a resuit of which the two Sections
Posed to their respective Governments:

"the construction of a highway along the route that follows the general
line of airports, Fort St. John-Fort iNelson-Watson Lake-White-
horse-Boundary-Big Delta, the respective termini connecting with
existing roads in Canada and Alaska."

s recommendation based as it was on military considerations and military
ýiderations only, and having the endorsement of the Service Departments of
two countries, has been approved by both Governments.
2. My Goverument, being convinced of the urgent necessity for the con-
ction of this highway and appýreciating the burden of war expenditure

ady incurred by Canada, in particular on the construction of the air route
Uiaska, is prepared to undertake the building and wartime maintenance
ho highway. Subject to the provision by Canada of the facilities set forth
ýaragraph 3 of this Note, the Government of the United States is prepared

(a) Carry out the necessary surveys for which preliminary arrange-
mnents have afready been made, and construct 'a Pioneer Road by the
use of United States Engineer, troops for surveys and initial construc-
tioni.

(b) Arrange for the highway's completion under contracte made by
the United States Public Roads Administration and awarded with a view
to insuring the execution of aIl contracte in the shortest possible time
withoui regard to whether the contractors are Canadian or American.

(c) Maintain the highway until the termination of the presenit war
and for six months thereafter unless the Government of Canada pr 'efers
to assume responsibilitv at an earlier date for the maintenance of s0


