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The Festival of the Annunciation comniemorates

the promise of the coming of the Saviour, but a stili

greater event is celcbrated. this year in the saine

month, for Easter falis on the 3Ist Of March. This,

festival of the Resurrection of Christ has beed kept

as the cro*ning feast of the year since vcry early

ages. It is spoken of by ancient writers as "the

most holy Fcast," "the Great Day," "the Feast of

Feasts," "the Qucen of Festivals." The naine

Easter was i use as f¶ar back as the sixth century,

and the Venerable Bede, the historian of the church

in Britain, says that it is derived from the naine of

a pogan goddess, Eostre, or Ostera, whose festival

came in the spring. Later writcrs say the naine

cornes fromn a word meaning to arise. In old-

English.calendars Easter is called "the Again-rising

of our Lord."1 Aniong Eastern Christians it is

papularly callcd "the Bright Day."

f This naine connects it with the idea of sunrise,

and of the Sun of Righteousness rising fromn the

darkness of the grave. The French naine for

Eastcr, Poques, is dcrived evidently through the

Latin pascha fromi the Hebrew naine of the Fýss-

over festival, and Easter eggs are called "pasqe"

eggs hi some ports of England.
Easter may f ail upon any day fromn March 22fld

to April ,25th, inclusive. Its date le deterrnined as,

follows: Easter Day is the first Sunday aiter the

faurteenth day of the calenclar moon which happens

on or after the 21St Of MiarCh.

Most af the popullar custofus connected with

Easter tide, such as the sending of flowers and of

eggs, risingto sec the Easter suit dance, the wcaring

of new clothes, are typical of the release fromi

bondage, the -coming fram darkness ta light, the

bcginning of a new life-all that the Resurrectlafl

of Christ mneans ta Christians. Flo wers are the

most obviaus symbole ai the Resurrectiofi, and Miies'

especially Àtand for purity. The sending ai cggs,

often coloured, is onie of the most wide-spread

customis of the seasosi aniang Christian nations.

A piayer ta ho said hofore eating eggS, and be-

longing ta the early part ai the seventcenth century

runs thus:
"'Bless, oh Lord, wc beseech Thee, this thy

creatiire of eggs, that it may becorne a wholesomie

sustenance to Thy faithful servants, eating it in

thankfulness ta Thee, on accaunt of the Resurrcc-

tian oi aur Lord." Originally, Eastcr eggs were

coloured red, the colaur of blood, i cOnireniora-

tion ai our Lord's dcath and Passion.

Another favorite symbol of the rising from the

grave is the butterflyr, and the connectièn of ideas
here is quite pinin.- >ot so ini the case of the hare,

which appears so comminonly upon Easter cards, and

in différent f orrs 'in the shop windows. This,

symbol seenis to «have been borrowied from Ger-

many, but no prety satisfactory epaaino

it is to be found., The Easter hare is sypposed in

German superstition to lay eggs, and to, bring

coloured eggs to good children on Ester morning.

RockfollesY' S43,OOOOOO.

is the amount set apart b7 John D. Rockefeller* for the

beneft of higher institutions of learning in the United

States. Presumably each donatioeiwill mean the giving of

more than as much more by other mms and womn of

large weaith, so that: $ioocooOOO will go to '#ee institu-

tions. lIt is said that: the $43,ooAO are so 9nvtted as to

give an annual inca<nie of about $6,oaooao This would.

mean the giving ci $sooono a year to sirty .différent

coileges. What a thoïught 1-N. Z. Jour"a of EdacatiO%.

May we not look at it froni another Point of view.

If the income were applied to creating or aaiatng

teachers' pension -funds, it would mean the giving

Of $IO00 a year for tint purpose -to every state

of the United States, and ta every province of Can-

ada. This would be a beginning at the right exïd.

It is flot that too much. money is given to colleges,

but that too littie is given to improve the conditions

of elementary schools and teachersè In Canada Sir

William Macdonald bas shown how weaith may be

devoted wisely to taise the status of country schoole

and teachers, os well as to benefit colleges,

Says the University of New Bri=wick Mfon#h1y:

"What will our authorities do for the umçenance

ofthe chair of chemnistry? ... Throulff thfe

generosity of Sir William McDanald , and the good-

will of Dr.. Brittain, we have enjoyed for more tban

two years a course ini chemistry .that has beCit

thoraughly up-to-date. ... We cantiot speak

too highly of the work of Dr. Brittain. His ability

as a teacher, his range of knowledge of the mubject,

and the energy h¶ has displayed mark bim as. the

man we want. Nle .undergradtfltes .say that he is

the kind of a profýssor thnt U. N. B. .cannot afTord

ta loac. No coureç has become more, popular thon

this one, na lectures more eagerly listened ta, and no

laboratary work less Iaborious and more successfully

conducted. No aýmrngement: short of pnaintaining

the present .high sOtadard wilI be welcctned by the

student bd.
Students are jpt ta be pretty good ;ndges in

rnatters of this kInd, and in their estiinate of the

work of Dr. Brittoin the Rmvxw heartily agrees.


