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PUBLIC EDUCATION IN ENGLAND.

Trhe tone of the debate on the education estimates

lately wus emnincntly satisfactory. Ail who took
part in it secmed to recognize that our system of
elenientary education is stili very far from perfection.
Sir John Lubbock evidently expresse(] the general
feeling of the ilouse of Commions when hie complained
that ''the great faults of the present systemi were that
it wau too bookish and too dry." Mr. Mundella had
a good deal to say-and said it well-on the necessity
of the education of children) being carried on to a
mutch more advanced stage than that at which it now
ustially stops. ''So long as the school ]Ife of the
chil, wiIs so short and limnited," he said, "lit was no
use, in bis judgment. talking about iniproved methods
or an irnproved curriculum. So long as a child could
enter a factory as a half-timier at ten years of age, or,
as was the case in 8,000 or 10,0001 parishes in England,
children were allowed to leave school after passing
Standard IV., it did not matter whiat their cur-riculum
was, or what their nmethods were, they could have no
good restsu. Lt was impossible for them to force a
number of compuilsory subject8 into a cLiild who was
to follow the plougli-tail before he was eleven years
of age. In the cou nties around London it was found
that children left school atter passing Standard IV.,
which they generali' y did about ten. There conld flot
be a greater wa8te of money than to edncate a child
up to ten years of age at the expense of the state,
and then turti him out into the world, the eventual
resuit being that by the time hie hadl reached thirteen
he had forgotten everythitig lie had learnt." After
quoting from the report of Mr. Matthew Arnold, as
to the curriculum in force in Germany, showing that
in Uamburg, for instance, there are thirteen obliga-
tory subjects tauglit in the elementary schools, Eng-
lisb being one of the subjects, Mr. Mundella pointed
out that in Prussia no child leaves school titi hie is
fourteen. Even after he leaves school, unless he can
gatisfy the school authorities, he mnust attend the con-
tinuation schools until he reaches.sixteet: or seventeen
years of age.-Yatu te.

of oten think that if I wcre a foreigner and had to set about

ÂMONG THE CONSTELLATION.

No. VIII -Titz NOBTHER.x BEARs.

The sad and solemn night
Hath yet bier multitude of cheerful fires;

The glorlous host of light

Walk the dark hemispheres tili she retires;
Ail through bier silent watches, gliding slow,
Her constellations come, and climb the heavens and go.

Brijant-llymn to the North Star.

Early in the evening this month Ursa .Minor and
Ursa Major can be seen, when it is clear, in the
position given above. The tail and about one-haif
of the body of the Great Bear is the familiar "Dipper,"
or "plough." The dotted line from the two stars,
called the pointers, lead up to the North Pole Star,
which is at the top of our mnap. This star is called
Polaris, or Alpha Ursoe Jfnoris. The latter name
means Alpha of the Little Bear. Alpha is the namne
of the first letter of the Greek alphabet, and is there-
fore generally applied to the brightest star in the
constellation. Beta Ursoe Minoris, the next brightest,
ia at the lower end of the parallelogram, and ia also
known by the Arabian name Kocab. The outiue of

learning English I should go m-ad. I honestly say'~ I cannotthscnelainiso whtik te"Dp r"n
coneive how it is that he learns to pronounce English, whcn ti oselto ssnehtlk h Dpe"i

I take into account the total absence of ru1,e, method and the Great Bear, and consi1sta of seven stars. The

system, and aIl the auxilliaries that people usually get wben Little Bear is pin'ned to the sky by the North Pole

they have to acquire something dimeiult of attainment. There :iStar at the tip of bier tail. The tail is outlined by
is mucli that may be donc with advantage-in the reform of the three stars, and the rectangle of four stars forms
spelling our language. It is not in my power under present tehne afo h oy h ssrnigi h

circumstances, to offer to oive tinie to the undýertzaking, which dieto ofteti fteGet b Th to

I recommcnd and in which I should gladly have found my- . 1
self able to join.-t. lon. W.~ E Gladstone, Ex-1'rint Jfini8ter pointer stars are in the miiddle of the body of the

of England. latter. The head is over the stars at the right aide


