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SIR HERBERT AXES
Iu the appointment of Sir Herbert Ames, M.P., to

be financial member of the Secretariat of tlie
League of Nations the Allied Governments secured
an excellent administrator, but Canada lost a good
public servant, thougli Sir Hlerbert wilI represent
the Dominion on the, League. Experienced in tlie
service via the Montreal City Council, where hie
sat 'for many years and as a inember of the
flouse of Gommons, this broad zninded Canadian
will iu the larger service tliat lie lias undertaken
be able to show lis new colleagues something of the
virility and orderliness of mind of this nortliern
nation; characteristies that essentially belong to
Sir Ilerbert Ames.

GERMA N HELMETS UTILIZED FOR ROAD
BUILDING

Tlie tuxrning of'the sword into tlie plougli share
has its modern interpretation in tlie little town of
Croydon (England), wliere a uew street was built
of German steel lielmets, captured during the wam.
To build the road required tens of thousands of
these war trophies whiel were crushed into place by
a steam. roller. We eau lardly teru this unique way
of utilizing tlie liead gear of our late enemies an
experiment as that would indicate a repetition of the
war-whicli Heaven forbid-to secure more such
trophies, but sued a road will at least be a perma-
nent warniug of the uselessness of pittiug against
the strengtli of demiocracy as exemplified in -tlie
Britisli Empire.

OANADIAN MUNICIPALS ON THE ENGLI8H
MARKET

Tlere would seemn to be some dissatif action a-
nlongst one or, two British liolders of Regiia 's bonds
because of the refusai of tlat city-on the advice
of its legal adviser-to pay the interest other than
as stipulated on the bond itself, namely £2 1Os. on
eaeli £100. The English bond hlders maintain that
tley are entitled to tlie enlianced value of the Ca-
niadian dollar an~d offer as evidence that uuder the
Cauadian Excliauge Act the £Lis always wortli $4.86-2
As a inatter of fac'û this Act was passed as a mater
of conveuieuce wlien currency was more rigid tliau
wliat it is today, and it is not workable at
the momenit. There is also another side to the
problem whicl las evidently eseaped the attention
of the English investor i Canadian. municipals,''namely that wliile at the preseut moment the Eng-

ishoney market la iu favor of Canada tlie
Anierieani money market is against us, consequeutly,
the Canadian municiDals -Dayable iu Ne~w York are

NEW MINISTER A MUNICIPAL MAN
Tlie -appoÎitment of tlie lon. L. G. Wigmore to

tlie goverument adds> one more name to the long
list of leading public men in Canada wlio received
their -training and first experience in publie if e
in the municipal arena. Mr. Wigmore was for some
time Commissioner of St. John, N.B., when that
city adopted lie commission f orm of goverument
and it was his remarkable success in local adminis-
tration tliat brôuglit the new minister to the favor-
able notice of the St. John 's electorate, wlien lie
-became a candidate for the flouse of Commons. In
lis, larger responsibllity Mr. Wigmore carrnes the
good wishes of ail municipal men.

THE HYDRO-ELECTULCO0F ONTARIO
Tlie recent demonstration of represýentatives of

240 municipalities in fa *vor of the fu rtlier extension
of Ontario's Ilydro-Electrie developmneut was a me-
markablc vote of confidence in Sir Adam Beck and
lis colleagues on tlie Commission, particularly wlen
it is taken into consideration that it is tlie munici-
palities themselves that guarantee the bonds. The
Provincial Government before giving its permission
to the Hydro Commission to issue bonds for the
amnount required for tlie further devielopment-
about $6,000,O0-has aPPointed a special commis-
sion to investigate into'the working of the ilydro-^
Electric Commission itself. .

Sucli action is sharply resented by Sir Adam Beck
as interfering unnecessarfly witl tlie work of lim-
self and lis colleagues and as already pointed ont, lic
is strongly backed nip by those io are in reality
the guarant-ors of the Hlydro-Electrie bond issués-
uamnely the municipalities buylng the power,-and
as the saine municipalities comprise almnost the whole
of rural and urban Ontario, it is evident Sir Adam,
is strongly entreneled in his resentinent. The Pre-
mier gives as an excuse for tlie attitude of lis gov-
crunment-" Safety First "-thc infereuce being tliat
theêIHydro-Electrie lias advanieed so rapidly- as to,
eall for investigation luto its finances, whiel to say
the least, is 'stranIge, cousideriug tliat from the f irst,
continuons audits lave been made by the Provin-
cial goverument of all the activities of the Hyvdmo
Commission, ineluding the administrati'on of! fts
finances. Hlow f ar the govermnt was influenced
in its decision by interested parties we do uot know
but those wlio lave sympatletieally followed the
building up of this wouderful public-,owned publie
utility, knlow well wiat.its management las lad to
mieet witl camping criticism, particularly from those
wlio are scared of public ownersiiip eating into the
profits -of private interests. This samne camping
criticism would seem to lave influeuceed the usual
zood judgement cf Premier Drury in a way that
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