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HOW TAX SALES HAVE WORKED OUT.

E May article of municipal affairs in Alberta, special
)n was paid to the Edmonton tax sale, the method of.ng the sale and how the purchasers would benefit
ieir investments. While this article is being pre-,or the June issue, the sale is still proceeding, and
go on for some time yet, as there are or rather were
:he sale started, something.like 27,661 lots with un-
Kes.
nber of lists with this total number of lots inscribedrears owing, were handed to the city t'reasurer. Heýed the sale, and at the same time notified the prop-mers that under the provisions of the Moratorium
it ls familiarly called, but known on the Albertaý, as the Volunteers and Reservists Act, that if theyte seek the protection of the terms of the act toofely notify hlm and the lot would be struck offof "~for sales."
the moratorium brigade had done its worst the)ers of Edmonton published several colu'mns ofes for sale, totalling 19,313 lots, thus 8,248 lots werewn under the act. Since the advertising of the sale

department reduced its operating cost 36 per cent. The
surplus for 1916 was 64,788.82, as compared with $35,760.88
In 1915, and $55,190.95 in 1914. The street railway reducedits operating expenses 27 per cent. and this la the onlyutility which recorded a deficit. The deficit for 1916 was$119,597.66, of which $4,669.60 is shown to be for shortagein the stock of stores and materials on hand, this havIngbeen ascertained as a result of an inventory during themonth of February. The cost of operation was 7 per cent.In 1914; 68 per cent, an 1915, and 65 per cent. in 1916.

The telephone department shows a surplus for the firsttime since 1912 over all charges, the profit for the year1916 being $9,570.84 as against a loss eo $37,242.77 lu 1915.From 24 per cent. in 1914, the cost of operation has beenreduced to 18 per cent. in 1916.
The waterworks department reduced its cost of opera-tion 4 per cent. Increased revenue, together with reduc-

tion in operating expenses places this department withthose returning profits, a surplus of $24,410.04 being ea-rned
in 1916, as against a deficit of $5,749.98 In 1915.

The report also gives a forecast of the city's need fi-nancially for a few years to come. After taking into ac-
count all the available resources disclosed in order to
liquidate its indebtedness, Edtmonton will require the fol-lowing sums in the years named:

1917 ... ... ... ... . ..... .. . ... ... $1,700,000
1918 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 3,200,0001919 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...... ... 2,000,000
1920 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 1.400.000
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