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relief in sight and the runs in the lean years will continue to be
decimated.

The failure of the State of Washington to recognize the neces:
sity and the advantages that would follow the suspension ©
sockeye fishing in the lean years in her own and Provincial Wa
ters of the Fraser River District is a reflection upon her business
foresight. Her interest in the catch of sockeye in each of the 1a8
three years (1905, 1909 and 1913) has averaged 1,399,808 cases per
year, and having an average value of $11,1983,464.00. Her average
in each of the six lean years has been 182,091 cases per year, O
an average value of $1,486,728.00. The average value of her catch
of sockeye in the big years exceeds the average value in the lean
years of approximately $9,741,736.00 per year. As has already beend
submitted the catches in both the big and the lean years are the
product of the same spawning beds. These spawning beds would
produce averagely as great a run in the lean years as they now
produce in the big years if they were as abundantly seeded. It is
simply a question of planting. The failure of the State of Wash-
ington to join with Canada in seeding those beds every year 88
abundantly as in the big years entailed a loss to the State of
Washington alone of $29,225,208, in the last three years. If the
State of Washington would join the Dominion in the adoption O
joint regulations that would insure an abundance of fish reaci”
ing the spawning beds in the lean years—years in which there
can be little or no profit to those engaged in the industry—there
can be no question of the result. Provided fishing in the lear
years is suspended a sufficient period, the number of sockeye that
reach the spawning beds would eventually approximate the num-
ber of a big year,

The ultimate return from such a measure would be so z":"l‘e“"ft
that it is difficult to appreciate the failure of those most concern”
ed in the industry to secure necessary legislation in the State o
Washington.

The unwillingness of the American authorities to take appro
priate action to perpetuate the runs to the Fraser and the fact
that their fisherman catch 66.3 per cent. of the fish taken annual-
ly, and the further fact that under existing conditions the run o
salmon to the Fraser River will eventually be exterminated, lends
force to the contention that the Canadian authorities are no longer
warranted in maintaing the present close seasons or in operating
hatcheries in an effort to maintain the supply. Since the run wi
be destroyed under conditions existing in the State of Washingtoh
why should our fishermen be prevented from taking such fish as
they are able to catch during such times as they are in our waters:

The report deals extensively with the halibut question and 3“}'
vances a new measure for conserving the supply. Mr. ThﬂomPSQnE
paper on ‘“The Regulation of the Halibut Fishery of the PacifiC
ig a timely and valuable contribution to the discussion of this im-
portant question, and should be read by all concerned in this in-
dustry. 3
Dr. Stafford’s paper on the “Cultivation of the Pacific Oystel
is of practical value to our oyster folk.

The paper dealing with the “Life History of the Pacific Her-
ring,” is or practical value to those concerned in the developmel
of the herring fishery. The principal object of the work conduc _
by this Department was to afford some basis upon which the fu.
ture of our herring industry may be judged, and to ascertain whe
ther there was evidence of depletion.

It is shown that the herring on our coast is similar to the her
ring of Europe and passes as the same commercially. At pq-eseﬂy
there is a growing market for what is produced though the figheT
is only in its infancy. Whether it will stand the tremendous gtra
borne by the European herring has yet to be demonstrated. B
order to determine that it is possible to exploit the fishery to ‘sui 2
an extent it is necessary to accurately and carefully inves:tiga’
the biology of the species, its normal condition, the distribution On
classes and the ages of fish, and the habit of life. The possessio
of such means of judging the state of the herring fishery, its p'r;ljl-
gress and prospects of permanency, justify any effort to fulf 5
their requirements. It is obvious, as the report shows, that fon
such work there must be a farwreaching organization. The Pla_
for the work outlined is a broad one and one that should _COiTS
mand the attention of the authorities while the fishery is still i
infancy.

The reports from the spawning grounds of the Fraser, Naa:
and Skeena Rivers and from Rivers and Smiths Inlets, disclos
that with the exception of the Naas River watershed, there we
less spawning fish to be found than in any previous year.
decrease in the watershed of the Skeena River and Rivers
Smiths Inlets is given at 75 per cent. of that of former years. i

The value of these reports to those engaged in the salmon ﬁie-
ery was clearly disclosed this year on the Fraser. The 1913 bt
port from the spawning beds of the Fraser gave a timely warn:
to canners and fishermen of the great decrease in the run to
river this year.

The report as usual is replete with statistics
and maintaing the high standard, which the reports from t
partment have so long maintained.
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