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the style and colaur ta the tboughts af many of aur best
prose writers, and as being itself a text-boak for style and
thought ta every true student of English rhetoric and
composition. Sa, if tbe study of other Englisb classics is
insisted upon, it cannot be wise or well, an any ground, ta
exclude that wbich has given them 50 much that is wartby
in them, and whichbhas coloured the whale history of Eng-
lîsh literature,-without which, in fact, the. history of
Englisb literature is unintelligible.

1 might also justly insist on the necessity of academical
study of tbe Bible on tbe graund of its being the source of
the moral and religiaus motives that lie at the root of aur
civilization, wbich furnishies more materiai than any other
work for tbe solution of the greatest of historîcal pro-
blems, being in fact the main agency by which the modemn
was developed and mouided from tbe ancient world.
And it might be pointed out how the history contained in
the Bible itself is stiil important for the social and politi-
cal philosopber, as showing the working of moral ideas
arnong men essentially like ourselves; and bow the whole
discipline of Bible study is most wbolesome for the earnest
and tbougbtful young men and women af this ar any age
of the world.

But tbese and other considerations must be foregone for
the present, as this article, which was intended only as
suggestive and pravocative, is already too long.

I would only remark, in canclusion, that any assaciation
of the idea of sectarian or tbeological influence witb uni-
versîty Bible teacbing would be bath wicked and absurd.
It must rather be obviaus that a great nan-sectarian uni-
versity furnishes the best opportunity canceivable of
showing ta scbool boards and other parties concerned how
the literary, bistorical and ethical study of the Bible may
be carried on without prejudice or injury ta the most
sensitive sectary or partisan. It is not uninstructive ta
remark that, among the many neighbouring colleges that
are taking up just sucb study of the Bible as I bave been
advocating, the Johns Hopkins University bas taken a
leading part, and that under the guidance of the Professor
of Political Science. Far a graphic account of the pro-
gress of the movement in this nan-sectarian institutian, its
growing popularity among students of ail the faculties and of
ail denominatians fram variaus parts of the world, I would
refer those interested ta the OId Testament Student for
May, 1888.

I must thank the Editor of THE VARSITY for his caurtesy
in allowing me ta discuss this question in the Commence.
ment Number.

University College.
J. F. McCURDY.

2)albictorg.WITH this number tbe present editarial staff of THE
VARSITY retire from active connection with the col-

lege paper, and at the samne time bid a long and last fare-
well ta tbe freedom and camaraderie af their undergraduate
days.

It will not be out of place, then, ta devote a little space
ta a retrospect of the work wbich THE VARSITY bas endea-
voured ta accornplisb during the coliegiate year wbicb is
formaily closed to.day. In doing tbis, it will perhaps be
permitted to refer to the generai poiicy wbicb bas actuated
the present managers of THE VARSITY for thase years in
whicb they bave been connected with it. In 1886 they-
adopted as the sub-title of the paper the phrase: "iA
journal of Literature, University Tbaught and Events."1
This phrase sums up tbe wbole matter. The Editars of
THE VARSITY bave endeavaured, first and faremost, ta pra.
vide tbeir readers and the University public generaily with
a gaodi literary journal, acting under the belief that a Uni-
versity sboiild be the centre and the true aima mater of
literature and literary pursuits, and that University men,
wbatever else tbey may be, should be men of culture, men
of mind and reading. It is, of course,' quite impbssibîe
tiîat ane sbould expect ta find in such a modemn institution
as the University of Toronto, or in such a Young country

as ours, that studiaus ease and cloistered leisure which iS
naturally to be found at Oxford or Cambridge. Tin",f
opportunity, and means are flot always, indeed scarcely
ever, to be found with us, for the prosecution of literary
pursuits, or the cultivation of literary tastes and stu'dies
apart from and independent of that Ilstruggle for e-"'t'
ence "-the passing of the annual examination. 9

But, notwitbstanding this, the truth must be 5POke
though it may offend some. And the truth is siLflPlY th'*
that literature and literary pursuits are not suffiçienlY en-
cauraged,-in amword, are flot popular with the present
generation of University men. The craving for sthe
which may form Il realizable assets " in after life, anthe
growing popularity of athletios, are perhaps the c0 rInter'
acting influences at work. Be these what they mraY, the
fact stili remains that it is hiard, very liard indeed, tO
terest the present undergraduate in the literary work whiCh
THE VARSITY is established and maintained ta pronîote afld
increase. These facts may be said to argue, howeV~ee
failure on tbe part of the editors of THE VARSITY. ' i
ed'itors are, indeed, consciaus of much that might be hii
cluded under that category, but they can tr 'uly say tof
their sins have been rather those of omissioni than
commission. They bave always striven, otn at e "
pense of comnfort and of wbat, without egotism Or vafIY
may be called popularity, to say and do ail in their le
to direct attention ta such topics as sboulde th
attention and enlist the active co-operation of univest
meni, or to the management of affairs wliich Mjgbt be
improved, reformed, or changed aitogether.

THE VARSITY has criticized men and affairs witb a free-
dom which the editors quite feel and appreciate ta be
almost unknown elsewhere in the college wold u11t cre
bas always been taken not ta abuse such a privieey1 ~t
adopt a line of policy not in accordance with lay t
existing institutions and a sincere wish for constant
provement and progress. THE VARSITY has advrtd ff

its editorial counmeasures and reforms appaently il
advance of popular sentiment, or at least ini advanc
the sentiments of those in autbority. But THE VÂR si[,Y bas
abundant faith in the progressive spirit of the age, and doe5
not despair of seeing changes made and advocated by those
who now seem ta regard as visionary and revolu . and
ideas and opinions which tlîey wili hereafter te
preach as practical and progressive. arate

THE VARSITY has advocated the creation of a sePof
Faculty of Science, of an actuel and teacie Saciety
Law; it bas advocated the rigbt of tbe LiterarY SorCI
ta broaden its field sa as ta include the discussion OfPthe
tical Canadian poiitics ; it bas done its best ta aid in5
establishment of an Atbletic Association and a univer.'
Club ; it has supported the authorities in the proseci't
af the University's dlaim upon the Governmfetit and. agailst
the City; it bas shown the necessity and the advisabill y
of alumni and class organizations ; and it lias5 adjo'tg5 o
a tborough reform of library management, and in lae 50er
has presented an array of evidence wbich is at Ol rn
whelming and irrefutable in favour of tbase mnoder f the
practicai ideas whicb form the basis of the poli try
best universities in the United States and aur oWntoî

It is needless ta enumerate further other Sp VAVs.ry
which have been discussed in the coiumns of THsclIll

durng he astyea, Tis uchrna besaid, inbeld or
sian : Whatever opinions the editors may bave hîonin9
expressed, they have, at ail times, opened tbTirfCt'a' bY
freely for caunter.criticism and repiy, in the be lef ndere
this means the discussion of subjects wouldber ao
more valuable, more fair and just, both ta criticen
criticized. t

It onIy remains now ta say the words of fareWell tQte
readers of THE VARSITY. In doing sa, the editr dsli
ta tbank most sincerely those whose literary helP a
prt, na es than those whose words of kirdlyYni Sy the
and encouragement, bave done s0 m-uch ta enhnoli e
value of THE VARSITY as a literary jourialy andyaI.
the cares of editorial management. The editors la.y 5
their pens and surrender the respansblte of eeiD P Of

toswitb a feeling of much regret, but with a* stitg. 1
rnuch hope that THE VARSITY, no less than the in et.t
which it humbly represents, may flourish and groW'


