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been desirable ; for a very large proportion of people in business becomes
insOlvent sooner or later. The committee lias rightly taken the ground
that a discliarge should neither be made easy nor be absolutely witliheld.
This bone of contention removed, the bill ouglit to pass. Each party to
the contention over the discliarge clause lias been asking too mucli; and
extreme ground on either side once abandoned, as it seems now to be with
a good grace, will probably neyer be resumed. Mr. Thomas Ritchie,
President of the Belleville Board of Trade, opposes the enactmnent of a
bankruptcy law apparently on the ground that it will lure traders into
accepting creclit, which xviii not be for their own or anyone else's good.
There is some truth in the averment that the root of the evil lies in a too
,asy dispensing of credit. The man whio tlirusts credit upon persons who
have little or 1no capital of their own, takes on himself the risk of their
failure, and inay fairîy be called upon to share its consequences. But the
debtor who, with better means of kniowing his chances of success, clutches
at the proifered. credit is more than equally to blame. It may be true, as
Mr. iRitchie contends, that legitimate traders, who pay their way, suifer
more from the insolvency of irresponsible rivais under a bankruptcy law
thani in its absence. The objection, far from being newv, lias done duty every
tiluae the American Congress lias passed a bankruptcy law ; but to make it
true, the bankruptcy law inust be so framed as to cause larger quantities
oIf the goods of insolvent traders to be sacriflced than wouldl otherwise be
thrown'1 on the market. And this will scarcely happen if a discliarge is
uxade the consequence of a course of corduct on the part of the insolvent
which will commend itself to the approbation of a large majority of tlie
oredit<ors.

* OUR treatment of the case of the Pacific iRailway Company lias, we
hope nleyer been unjust, and we are sure that it lias neyer been in inten-
tion unfriendîy. As we have said before, we have not a particle of adverse
initerest or feeling of any kind. But the people have a riglît to an honest
alld indepelîdent discussion of this subject at the hands of journalists.
Wh"'n the total outlay on tlie Pacific Road shail have been added to the
OItlay on the Initercolonial, the people will probably have paid out of
their earnings something like one hundred and forty millions for political
and m1ilitary railways; and the fruits of this expenditure to them sO far
havle been haîf a dozen Kniglithoods, and a Grand Cross of the Bath.

Theenoriwous sums are wrung out of a population whicli is not so large
and nothing like so wealtliy as that of the State of New York, while it
i8 burdened with an extravagantly expensive forrn of Goveriiment and

liaos dai b"y commercial isolation. We repeat, then, that the nationbasa caitehave its interests in this matter faithfully watclied by its
Press. We did not oppose, but on the contrary supported in the most
decded manner, the application of the Pacifie Railway Company for further
assistance, but we did not conceal the fact that there were in their case
01e or tw Points requiring explanation, notably the distribution afliong

t'eÙ'elesofanimmense interest on termoney while their work was a
Stand and they were a second time calling for public aid. This it seems

las gile. dire offence to their partisans. We suppose at least that we are
to "scribe to ià a personal attack of the grossest and most malignant kind
1liade by the Montreal Jlerald upon a writer who contributes to this
journal, but whom the R~erald lias no more riglit to hold responsible for
""Y particular editorial than xve have to fasten upon any one connected
With the Montreal Ileralci the responsibility for everything that appears in

ther edraloun of that journal. The person in question is told among
Ote menities that lie lias no country. We have hall rather too much

'l this strain. Everybodv who lias ventured to discuss with freedom
aIiything atrecting the interests of the pacific Railway Company-theo

POliica useulnss or the commercial prospects of the line, the climate o

th ot West, the quality of the land there, the sufficiency of fuel, the
aoiti of the settlers, the coinplaints of the Farmers' UTnion-lias been

at"le ercuced as devoid of patriotisin and a traducer of the country ;
andit asi benbroadly hinted that if things were in Canada astheyar
inteUnited States snch traitors would be' lyniched. If it is the custom

'i the United States to lynch respectable citizens for saying what tliey
believe to be true about public aflairs, because it gives offence to a great

crIiralcorporation, we cannot help) thinking that Canada lionours the
cu'toi n'ore in the breacli than shie would in the observance. The country

'et a h Sihyndc neither is the Syndicate the country. The Syndicate
a ihyrespectable and very energetic body of Canadian, English,A1eican, Frenchi and iDutclî capitalists which lias interests of its own. InWriting about it w e sîhail atlways try, as we have always triedi to be per-

feet'y fair and equitaî)le, and we shall not aîîow personalities, or breaches
0f t e ru es nd c urte iesof the press t o affect, ourjudgm ent, or O1wu o

e0f sigi, nt esihts e re
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THE Hlamilton Spectator and the Ottawa Sun-the latter of xvhich.
also continues to disregard our repeated protests against those wvlo cînote
us conjecturally giving the naines of iindividiial writers-complain that
TIE WEEK lias sinned against justice and fair-play by expressing the fear
that General Middleton had moire to appreliend f roin Governinental inter-
ference with bis plans than froni the Rielites. Ouir contemporaries
protest against this assumption, "Il ore especially as it is made after the
distinct announcement of the Ministpr of Militia that the Government
left the whiole contro] of the campaign in tlîe North-Wcst entirely iii the
hands of General Middleton." Furilier commeîîts follow upon debatable
ground, and on matters concerning whicli TnE WEIK and its crities are
not likely to agree. But the primary objection is upon a mnatter of fact,
and we are glad to ho able to give an explanation. Mr. Caron's state-
ment xvas miade on the nighit of Tuesday, April l4th ;it is necessary that
TUiE WEEK shonld be "lmadle up " on Tuesday evenings; and by the time the
Minister of Militia's words xvere in the possession of tbis office, '] U'E WEEK

hiad gone to press. After ail, would lie not ho a bold inan or anl extreme
partisan who ventured to assert tlîat General Middleton lias not found
political considerations to interfere with bis free action I

A BILL is before the Leisiature of Quebec liaving for its obJeet the
placing of asylurns for the insane under the direct surveillance and control
of the Government. It gives the Government power to appoint the
medical superintendexits, and makes their salaries a charge, on the Provin-
cial revenue. To the Government it assigns the diuty of naking rules and
regulations for the interior discipline of these institutions, whule the
miedical officers aire required to carry these rules and regulations into effect.
The proprietors of the asyliims and their superintendents are to carry out
the orders which the inedical officers mnay give respecting the internai
management. If the proprietors employ incompetent servants, the rosi-
dent medical superintendent miay require their disinissal; and in case of a
dispute arising the inspector of asylunis is to decide. These are very
ample powers for the control of institutions the management of whicî lias
been iîîîpugned as grossly defective. The bill will not pass, if at aIl, with-
out strong opposition. The objections oifered are that it would destroy
the autliority of the Sisters of Providence ini their own bouse, and practi-
cally abolish rtilesi and reg -ulations sanctioned by episcopai authority, if not
by the Pope him self, and substitute in their place the arhitrary autliority
of the medicai officers. These objections admit of a very decisive answer.
In the fact that the Province pays for the support of the patients, there is
an admission of its duty in the promises ; the duty of paying implies the
riglt of superintendence and control, and the enforcement of this right is
an imperative, obligation. Some critics are asking wliether this bill is
opposed to the canon la'.v; and whatever inay be the true answer, there
cati be little doubt that persons of unsound niind are best managed when
placed under the control of humane civil laws specially framed for their
protection. The enactmnent of the proposed law, whiclî is doubtful, would
ho a liopeful sign of tlîe times.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND), if one of lier representatives in the Ilouse of
Commons ho a true interpreter of the Islanders' desire, would like to be
connected by means of a tunnel with the mainland. Here is a chance for
Sir Edward Watkin. Witliout the fear of opening a dangerous way for a
hostile invasion of the maînland before lis eyes, lie may experiment here
in subinarine tunnel-making with a clear conscience. If lie will find the
necessary capital, nobody will grudge him the benefit of the experiment.
The Island representative in asking Canada to find the few millions xvhich
the experiment would cost seems to have spoken with a gravely serions
air; and bis colleagne, whio was not quite sure that a refusai of the needful
appropriation would not ho a valid ground of secession, liad an oye to the
fitness of things ini scconding the motion. If the Dominion were to mnake
ail the money grants which Provinces, or individuals in the naine of Prov-
inces, ask, liow long a tinie would elapse before the dooni of national
bankruptcy would ho pronounced ?

TUE vigour and rapidîty with whiclî England lias prepared for war must
have dissipated in the minds of friends and enemnies alike the notion that
lier military ancl naval powers have declined. Boîli are greater than evor
thîey were, tliough those of other powers have come more nearly up to
their level. The panic about the state of the navy was got up mainly by
the Pail .Aall Gazette for the purpose of increasing the circulation of that
spirited journal. It was not very likely Iliat the able and experienced

members of the naval profession in whose hîands the navy is would allow

it to sink into a state of disgraceful and dangerous decrepitude till they

were brouglit to a sense of their duty by the iash of a Cockney editor,
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