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pcems, liu said, were intciidud fo set foî'th

tic excellence cf Love and Vii-tuc, and they

wN cru te ho accouupanied by flic Bread of expîo-

sition iii order tii couistifore a baueut. Bis

plan xvas ft be ilimit cf siu uiicyclctiasdimi,

emhraciuug flhc whîîbe r'ange 'f colnteýiîipc)rary

leariiing, writteix in a laimgtage fluat cold ho

uîîdersfood hy coiniuQn peuopîle.

Tics (i. 1) lic rouxarka 0) hauppy fliose

feu' xxlî ait at thmt tmable wliere tlîc hread cf

anguls la emufen, aud iniscimble those wlio pamr-

take cf fotod in comnion witli flheests !Yct

mus evcry nman is înitnrally the fricîîd of ex'cry

mîari, and every f rieîîd giieves over flic defectsa

if one wvlin lie loves, ftîse wblo mre baunuet-

cd at se high a fable are not witlîcut pity for

thiose whîoi fhey se iii the pastures of cafflu,

feeding ujuon grass and mcomus. A nd iîîmsunnucl

as pity is flic iioeir of kiuidnesa, thiose wlit

know give mlwîiys lihcrally cf flueir riches f0

tic tî'uly poor, and are fhîus a livinîg foiuituuiî

freux fie water cf which the uîatural tlîirsf cf

urbicli we hamve spoken is muenclîod. I fhîcru-

fore, wio tic not sit mît that hlessed table, but

yct, having tled froinî the 1 asture of fli, yul-

gar, placirug iiiyself at flic fut tif fliose whc

sit flîcre, gather cii cf fiat wiich fmlls froii

tîeîin . . . sud s0 propiose to malke a gecral

banquet cf fliaf wbirie 1 have aci1 uircd..

The vianîla cf flîls i anî1 uet will ho set forîfl iii

fourfen différenit mnimîîers, flîmi is, will coii-

susf tf fourfceei canuzoni, thue ilimitcrimula of whiich

mre love auîd virijt'. Witlcuit flic brcad flîmî

accompuuies tieîii, tlîey wumulti have lîmîd seine

ahiade tof ohscurity ;but the Lremid fhmt is flue

proeou exposition', wiil bu' fie ligut, which wvill

iiko ap1parenut evury cuilcîui ci r t cii îmu

in"."
0l f these fourtceou 'canmzoni, as rinarked,

tmnly rhree were wriftteî, preccded lîy ouîc boîok,

maît cuiclu ftulluwed lîy lu boouk ai>o flimu

four' bocks (Trattufi) ii mîlI weî't wriffen.

The discussitons iii flese buooks mire otifen

faîucifl,mysfical sddsîîietd lu ulîu

te what we inay calltlî auccid periodotf D)aîîfu'a,

lifcrau'y life-h flcperiod cf critici4îin mandt cubf,

lying hefweuî flic simiple sliufoeif(,y cf flue

Vifa Nuova and flue artistie gremifuics uf flue

Couiuiia. If correspondts wifh a, pcî'iod in

bis owiu life, whcn, withcut luerhuals hav-iig

ahaîidcuucdl the Churisaniu faiflu, ho- yet ivent

rlîrougth mu phamseoif douhu auid imii'st rejureseuit-

cd hy the buginuuing cf the Conimetia,, otut uuf

wlicl lic waa conducfcd lîy divinec gruice tiu

the s')ild fmith whîiclî coines cf uiglici' illuinai-i

tieu> aîud doulser expol)ricuieu. Tfhe Cotuvito lias

heen, xith justice, descî'ihed as tlie first mode]

cf cimssical Ifalimuu pro'tse.

'flic canizoni iii the Convito, are lomiger, les,

apoiitmuicoca, aud muore lmbouuu'd thmum tliose il

thme Vifa Nutuva ; yet flîey are fuull cf tiouglit

euergy, sud force. Tlie irat tuikes upî thI

conclusioni of flic Vita Nuov a. Spomikiîg cf fui
forufitool cf G"od, lie smîys

leluleru I heieüld a Lady hyniiîg praise,
0f whicm te nie were spokiei wcrds si) sweet

Tliaf flue rapt soul exclaimed, 1 lonmg te gui

Now ene appears wlîo drives fhiat tliough

Anti wifh sucli great nuiglut lords if over me

Tlîaf my huart tremblesansd reveuuls ils fear.
M1e lue comuxels a Laudy te observe,
And says; wluo seeka tr'uc blesseduiesa t o se,
Let hiuuî fie eyes of this bleat damîe regard;
CUIluas lie dread the anigulai cf deup sigbs."

Se far flie meaning is tolerably clear. Tb

filrat Lady is Buafrice in glory. Tic othur wh

appeared is fi- e Genflu Lady. But hure fi

uiiystical elemniut predominates, sud we ai

inforined that tlîe Lady is a ' ecular Philoso-

phy, xvhicli is threatening te dispiace divine 01

revelation and grace. This is one cf fie îpass se

a-ies over wlnchi cioifroversy lias ariseii. We je

nmcust repeaf thaf ne eauii set lic rcasoli for ud

abandeiîing tie icai existenice botî of lieat vice h(

anti of tîme Donna geiitile, altliiugh it is oftcii re

dificuît fi aEsigii the limits of the î'eal aîmd the ti

ideal. h;i

%Ve should homo draw attenîtioni to a lt'-m

Sotîl. l'le argoinîcta eiployed 1 y Danîte uere c

iiaiîly tliose cf lus period, anti soiuie cf tlioni tl

hav e becii siuplantrd lîy others -wlili fo our- t

selves are mocre safisfactory ;but ftie passage <i

is chaî'acterized by great beauty anid elevation.

The second canzcne is reniarkable iîasmuch as

flic first line cf if,
lAitici' clic nella mente îîi ragiiura,'J

is qiioot iii Iurgatorio, ii. 112, iîy Cascila,

who lîad prohably sot fhe pooni te muic. Ilere

again, love is uiscussed iii a mystica-l anti aIle-

gorimil unaiiner.

Tlie third canizonîe iîîtroduces tlîe fouîfli

and last Traffato. H1e says hie ncw forsakes

tîme 1 lcasant rhynîes cf love wluich lie was wciif

to acek iii lis tlioughfs. fIe now diacusses the

nature cf îîobility in mian. He e-xamines fhe

tliuory wliclî nîaiiîtains thuf aristocracy isN

plutccracy, fliaf flic principlO, of iu.ahility is

n'ealth, and dccluî'cs it falso anti vile.

%Vliy wîas the w tnk licre brokeui off ! Was

Danîte dissatisficd anid diii ho therefore stol)

liere ? Posîly. or evcii pruilably. Biut a

greafer work was now risiiîg befoi'c bis iinagi-

nîation, periais Imaî risen soiic yumn's befc'e,

ittit îîuw ivas eigi'ossing ail hin thlwilits. l,

tht' gucufur work tliaf xvliili luad becîu cioitecii

1 latcd iii tic lesser one inîiglit bt' botter doue.

Vet flic Convito is niut unw'ortliy cf sfudy, anti

shows lîuw thie puuef actuniulattl îiatci'ial ftor

tlîe Dlix'iîa coîniniidia.

liE 'iULGARit ELQUsrENTIA.

'lT'e ns rk De Vii gari Elou imitia ouii' HIc

lui( (thbu fiormeîr sce'is th lioriginiacl n idi, flic

latter flicinore comniil iii later tiiets) w us

proi"iceti about tic sainel fitue as tlic Comivito,

anti nas also lt'ft uiîliîiishcdý(. Accîurdiiimi t theli

auflior's in, if was tii coiîist cf ut leasf fouîr

boks, but oîîly tvc xvei' wrîttci flice furaf oui

Lanuage, flic seconîd oni P'osody, ithoric

anti IPiefry. N afu'ally, as tlie treatisu xvas

addresscd fui scholars aîît iii comnndatiîci if

ftie Vulgar Tîngue, if ivas writtcîî in Latin.

Tlie wi'itcr beglis by dIistiiigiisling bu-

fweu grammiîatical anid populal' langimagos.

Tlîc latter were learuft in the nîursery insciiai-

lily, ftie former by griniiîiar aîîd wifh great

labour. lie tdîeu uiiscissca flic criin cf lan-

gu1age as a îîeceslsity foi' mian, wlîc aloic ctiuld

tise if.

Iniciiing iîîto tut' nature cf the lirst lan.

guage, u îras into ai beautiful plisaige about

Florence, anid decides that Hlebr'oî wvas fbc

first. But stion flic laîiguages hucanie divided

and especially in Europe. The oi.tnance liuii

f guagea parted principally iîîfo the flîree great

div'isions, ftie Langue d'oc, flic Lanigue dFoil,

and the Langue de si. The Vulgaris Elou n-

fia was tîtat language whicli was coninuon te ail

fhe Italian dialecta, and oughf, lie smîya, te lie

callcd thu Latin vulgar fougue. Tlie first

book, wbichi ends hure, was probably iîîteîd-

e ud te bu an introduction te flic wlîole.

o The second bock opens with the quest ion,

.e Who ought te use the cultivafed vernacular?

.e le Nof ail writers or versîtiers," says Dante,

oughlt to uise the' nobler laîîguage, bat those
ily who are distiiîguished by ca-pac'irY and

ientic knowlcdgc, and not aiiy chance sub-

et, but only the best fhings sh',uld, bc treat-

I f iii flîi îobler Italiani." Thiese things,

says, are love, virtue and amnis. First, îwc

miember, it was love in the Vita -N nox a

10e1 love anti virtue ii flhe Convito iiow \YC

ive c rins added. B3ot later, iii the Coin-

iedia, no subjuet la too higýh oi. too deel> for

iii. Ilcaveiî ani erti, God anti i4ai, tinie

ii et ernity are all snnig in the langwage of

ho people And it ia-tbe groat 1) )eiii, More

ian tlîis treatise, w-hiei has viîîdicated týxe use

f the Vulgar Tongue iii ltaly.

DE MONtiC HIA.

The treatise on the Empire has for jts sub-

eut, as Pluînptre remarka, '' the ideal polity

1hidi should guide men to righiteous goverîi-

icut anti tiieroforu to blessedness on cartil,

îîd fo the reward cf righteousness in heaven."

Ve canmor (,ive mîore thaîi a sketch cf the

reatise hure. But it may hc mieîitioiîet that

c'arefmîl mmnlysis is given hy 11ettinger (pi).

6d8 if.), anid an excellent brief acc,)utt in

iryce's llcly Romani Empire "(pl). 265 fi').

?here is alsn a gmodi accolnt in Secmrtatzziiiî 's

tanual, Butler' s Translation (pp. .48I fi>.

The treatioe i divided inito thîrce books

icok 1. msserts the necessity cf înonarchy and

)f one empire : 1) liecause thuls tiniversal

elace xvill bu sucured ;(2) tic Enipeiror i-3 au

mnage of Divine Unity (3) twcery organiz ition

nust have a cuxîitre ;(4) juostice will iii this way

)' best seexîreti. NuLore pairticahurly, the Etîn-

peror, haviîig nto rival, w~il1 b lui der no tînip -

tation ti uIo wvroig.

Bock, Il. l)lovtOi tliaf domîinîionî helom.>i tO

tlîe Romans ;tand this is siowu lîy tli ir his-

tory, by their virttîes, by flic riglit cf war. ]le

nluit s the noble words cf Virgil

lRoinaiie, uneto

Ho' tibi t'ruii artes pmîcis iinplonc(.I'c m reiîiý
i 'mîîeî' suîlcectis, et dehiellare sîe'is

lJýoli III. soks to prive fiat the Jîiî1 erimil

poîwer 'vas iiîiediatî'ly depeîntcît on God,

andît tircctly uleriveti fromn Hiîni Here is the

point at whlicii lie separmttiti off froin tlîe

Ouelfs, wlîo belti tînît tlîe Emnpertîr tlerived

lus poîwer frumn Gcd thîrougli the I>opo, anti

fliat lie beldi it tif tic Vîcai' cf Chiri st. Assuufl

ing tlic truth î,f Constantine', tionationi (long"

iiow tlisprox cd> he declares its illegality-

Mortoover, I'( 1 ointed out that Leo. 111. îîad

nio or fui conîfer tlîe empire iopoli Charles

thie G3reat. This, of course, is a nt)[hii dis-

puted i1uestit n as to the matter cf fact.

Finally, lie nrgedl that mni's iiature being

tîvofolti, lie nieeded two guides Tic principles

cf flic De Moiiareiia wero fie principles of

Daite's wlîole life, jierhaps fiose %v'hicb were

is possible that soine perstîîal feeling entereCuà

iîîto this tlîeory. Dante liad sucli experience

of the evils cf a Ineru uncurbed deîntiocrîCY

tlîaf lie loiigcd for a master who would reduce

those selfishi, turbulent eleinents to order.

But, apart froni this, lie iad a sincere belief ill

the nîoliarchîieal anti iimpcrial priîciplc. 1-10

lived te inaintain if, and was probâîbly wiliiig

te die if ho cocld flias esfablish. if.
WILLIAM CLARK.

Exact justice Is commonly more mer'

ciful in the long rua than pity ,for I

tends te foster in men tiiose s trongCr i

qunlities whlh mnake thuin gocul eitizen
5 '
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