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The earlier sittings of the Congress were
occapied with the profound theorctical ques-
tions of religions helief and  religious
speculation ; its later sibtings with the
hardly less intevesting and not  less
important and neccssary questions relat-
ing to the bearing of religion on social life and
progress.  The representatives of Churistianity
had, as has been said, greatly the preponder-
ance, numerically, and, therefore, of course,
intellectually, though the rvepresentatives of
orvicntal religions were by no means behind in
this latter respect. Judaism was represenied
by men like Dr. Isaae Wise and Rabbi Hivsch.
The Roman Catholiec Church by men like Car-
dinal Gibbons and Archbishop Treland.  The
Gireck Chureh by a Greck Archoishop and a
Russian Prince, and the Armenian Church by
a letter and messenger from an Armenian
Patviareh. Zoroastrinism, Confucianism and
Mahonmedanism had each their zealous advo-
catex 3 while Brahminism had several of its
handsome  and  haughty-looking  turbaned
champions, evidently penctrated with all a
Brahmin's pride of race. The ‘¢ Light of
Asia” was preseuted in all its vavious aspects by
Buddinsts of every shade, from India, Ceylon,
Siam, Tibet, and Japan, one of the papors
coming from a Siamese prince.  This eurious
and widespread religion excited a more general
and 4 warmer interest than all the other non-
Christian religions put together, one reason
of this being that theve are alveady not o few
Anterican Buddhists, for the Americans are
like the ancient Athenians in their desire per-
petually * to tell or to hear some new thing,”
and ““the uld, old story is apparently consid-
ered loss worthy of their careful study than
the teaching of Duddha, It is not unlikely
that 3f Christianity is for a tine to have a rival
Qs a universal religion, that rival will naturally
be Buddhism; for this many-sided religion
lLas aspects which bring it into line at certain
points, hoth with a philosophic idealism and
also with  the modern agnostic school of
science.  Wor it argues with an appearance of
close Jogic that there can be no First Cauge,
nothing but a perpetual succession of cause
and offect. Tt then argues that, since we can
know nothing but these perpetually vecurring
phenomena, the enly way of escape for man
out of the miseries of life is to escape the
hondage of the material and fransitory, whicl,
afrer all, has no real sclf-existence, by the
“noble path ' of a high morality, which is to
lead, in the end, to a full redemption from the
power of selfish  passions and a seltish
individuality.  And at this point it harmonizes
with the teaching of Christianity, as given by
Chrisl himself. ¢ But this purity,” says o
yaddhist treatise, ¢ is unattainable to skep-
tics, unbelicvers and the proud.”  Analogies
to this in Christ’s teaching are too obvious to
need quoting. But how is this state of en-
lightened wisdom and redemption from the
bondage of self, to be attained ! Not alone by
contemplation and effort, but, to quote front o
recent authorized pul,)licat,iou, *“with the help
of Puddhas.”  [Uis clear then that Buddhu-—
in the singular or plural-—Iis to them o Divine
Being and Saviour, who not only has ot
passed into nothingness, but retains an active
power to bless and help his followers.  This
mnay or may not be due to some leavening in-
Qu-mee of Christian thought. Be this as it
may, it shows the necessary dependence which
is a part of religion, even in spite of the appar-
ent inconsistency on this poiut with the intel-
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lectual agnosticism of Buddhism. "This is no-
ticeable, too, in the belief of some schools
of Buddhists, in the forgiveness of sins. With
its strange mingling of agnosticism and mysti-
cism, it is not wonderful that there should be
conversions to Buddhism from a superficial
and eonventional Christianity, which is another
reason the more for Christians rousing them-
sclves to a greater depth and reality in their
own faith ; for in the matter of real faith in
the Divince, as was well said by a Christian
speaker, some of these non-Christian orientals
put the average Christian to shame.

The writer had an interesting opportunity
of learning something concerning a long-dis-
puted point as to Buddhist teaching from one
of its best representatives at the Congress, a
man who may be said to belong to the evan-
gelical school of Buddhism, aud one who is de-
voting his life to the re-purchase of the temple
which marks the site of Guatama’s entrance
into ** Nirvana,” one of the holy places of
suddhism, from the Braluning, in whose hands
it has long been.  He very elearly explained
that, in his helief, * Nirvana,” as taught by
Juddha himself, did not mean, as wany
writers on Buddhisin, including Max Muller,
in his carlier weritings, the extinetion of per-
sonality and consciousness, bul something
quite different, the extinction of the tyranny
of the lower self, the complete redemption
from the reign of sclfish passion, which the
New Testaent calls ¢ the life of the tlesh.”
The writer asked if that did not mecan the
samne thing which Christ taught when He said :
< He that will save his life shall lose it, and
he that will lose hig life for My sake, the sanc
shall find it.” He admitted that this was a
beautiful thought and that there was in some
respects a wonderful similarity between the
teaching of Christ and of Buddha, admitting,
also, that to live the Christ-life was certainly
a way to attain  Nirvana. He responded
warmly to the heautiful lines of Whittier :

¢ That to be saved is only this,
Salvation from our sclfishness,
From more than elemental fire—-
The soul’s unsanctilied desire,
From sin itself, and not the pain
That warns us of its galling chain.”

Surely there is one whom the Master
Himself would have called ** not very far from
the Kingdom 7, and  when an intelligent
Buddhist adwits that to live the Christ-life
will attain Nirvana, it would secin as if we
wore almost within sight of < The Coming
Kingdom.”  May not this side of Buddhism
indeed have n nission in purifying a Christian-
ity which has failed in many respeets to realize
its high mission, its mossage to teach men to
“he perfect ag your Tather in Heaven is por-
fect,” so that, before the mammon-worship-
ping, sonse enthralled masses of to-day, she
may rise again in her pristine beauty, **clear as
the sun fair as the moon and terrible as an
ary with bammers !

Gpleration m religion is the host fruit of
the last four centuries,” is one of the inscrip-
tions on the beautiful classic peristyle at the
Worll's Fair. Few thoughtful persons now-
a-days would dispute thig. But we must ve
member that this toleration in religion, which
recognizes the sacred wnd unalicuable right of
man to worship God aceording to his cons-
cience. and which is quile compatible with the
most ardont and tenacious grasp of what we
ourselves hold for truth, does not merely mean
the refusal to impose penalties or disabilities
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