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hunger, for tbe sun bas now risen toward the zenith and
bis dinner hour bas talled.

It is a relief after this Philistine infliction ta sit in
the shade of the wood, watching the opposite bank quiver
tbrough the beat, rejaicing in the contrast of aur dolce fai-
nnte with our late visitor, bot labour, and hotter pork
and beans and green tea.

As 1 lie dreaniing in my hammock (we each brought
ane strapped to aur saddles) 1 can sec that my companions
bave really fallen asleep, and flot ta let the artiist be the
oniy one ta show ber appreciation of this lovely day,
by ber sketch, 1 amn moved ta lisp in numbers

00,RFAR NIENTE IN A IIAMMOCK.
Boast noît of souithern seas and grives of Ipalmi,
Nor of the mîagie of the Orient;
liere i the land (of labour let ine lie
And dreani away the liu-,gently rockzed
By winds of ,uniiiier ;for iny lullahy
''lie miultitiidinoiis iiiiriiiur of the leaves,
Like to theî langtiid o m f siner seas
On far lo,îiaîi islaîîdti let the bun,
Clie' î'er the î age witlî &lanciîîg lighit andl sliade.
Tite gold alys,iiii anid anemione,
''le kinig ani qîîe'nof tlîis fair sylvan court,
Xlake gorgeotiA pageant xitl titeir white and g l1
Thle liopVille clasp s the asp e, and ahovegre.

Speak nt to-day of labotir, leave the pdoîîgl
li df bîiried, ani the idie steer to graze
For one lonig day of suiier ;only t, lie
lst iit etiotgh, is't not etiicugh--iny so il

The lengtbening shadows, and the inidbed sketch, warn
us ta be gane, back ta aur feliow-men in tbe littie hive
of industry. The branchas have had an idie time ail day
in tbe ricb grasis, and step out briskiy tawards home.

The alinost inevitable resuit af a hot day is apparent.
Huge and sullen and nigrescent the tbunder-ciouds are
emrbattled in tbe west, ail fringed witb ire from the set-
tins sun, and maving nearer and higher witb a slow
majesty which is very awe-inspiring ; but wbere we are
the air is stili serene, and the birds are not yet aware of
the starin, wbicb will soan send tbem ta their leafy coverts
and bush their sang. A rice bird sits an a bnlrush, bis
scarlet epaulets sbowirîg up vividly against bis black
uniforni - a babl-a-liiik sings bis evensang frorn a spray,
anid a yelaow-thraated ineadow lark trills back respansive
a grey plav('r walks hurriedly away with mincing steps,
walking deicately, lik-e Agag, and bowing as be goes ; the
bittern booms bis deep bass fram a distant miarsb ; from
overlwad cornes the warlike clarion of a passing flock of
%viid geesc biasting front the wbeat fields ta their nightly
(luiriers.

We have lait ered, watching these many friends of ours,
until the sturnîii ia really at ban']. The wind, which befora
blew gently froim the east, now draps, and anon springs up
again and blom-s stranger from the opposite quarter. We
know that sigu, tind it bardly needs the rnuttered rail of
the, thonder, ani the pale phantrnt of a flash, ta, make us
rause aur hanises ta a bard gallap. The west is a sombre
black, lit now and then by the lightning ; tbe sun bas gane
dowiî but la ! there in tbe exquisite bine of the east, as
yet uninvaded by the starm, trembles a star.

BASIL TFmIFS'r.

TITE RLVOLUTIONARY WAR 0F l'7i).*

1N a previaus communication 1 drew attention ta a
singular incident, unrecarded in Canadian history,

and occurring in this interesting collection of Gernian let-
ters, froni officerb serving under General Burgoyne, in tbe
War of the American Revolution, 1775-83, and recently
translated by that indefatigable searcber of the past, Wm.
L. Stone, tbe American bistorian, reiating saine quaint
social customis, observed by these distinguisbed military
mien dnring their stay at Quebec in 1776-7. A striking
incident, and so far mentioned by no Canadian annalist,
was the punisbment publicly inflicted on eigbt French Can-
adians, charged with being Il annexatianists " ; these let-
ters, nineteen in number, caver 250 paîges of Mr. Stone's
elegantly printed volume, and contain same spicy tid-bits
of istorical information. Tbey acquire additional value
from the fact that being written on the spot, and record-
ing wbat their authors bad actuaily beard or seen, offer
niany guarantem's of impartiality, wbich one would in
vain seek for in the beated opinions of the Engliali and
American contemporary writers. Thm'se letters are front
Quebec, Staunton, Philadelphia, Savannah, New-Port,
Cambridge, Boston, New York, Brooklyn, and front other
parts of New England and Canada. Some of the descrip-
tions of the leading engagements, penned by these
bigbly educated eye-witnesses, tbrow quite a new iigbt
an the military operations of tbe period. Tbey are, in
general, too long and too circunistantial to be quoted in
extenso.

In default of one of those stirring mlitary despatches,
wbich the eminent staif-officers were s0 freely sending ta
their German relations beyond tbe sea, 1 subjain a short,
quaint epistle, written by the chaplain of a H-essian regi-
nuent, ta bis brother in Germany :

LETTER P~ROM A HESSIAN CHAPLAIN.

BROOKLAND, near New York, Sept. 7, 1776.
1 h ave put sanie posts in the ground, and laid a

board on it for a desk, upon whicb 1 will write and tel
Miy dearly beloved brother tbat upan the other haîf of

*Letters of Brunswick and H-essian Officers during the Amenjean
ltevolution. Translated by Williamn L. Stone, author of "'The Lif e
und Timtes of Sir Williain Johnson, Bat.," " History cf New
York," etc.

aur globe 1 arn in healtb, happy and grateful ta God. 1
also walk ont every pleasant morning, and admire the
heautiful clouds which ascend from the valîcys ta the
heavens overbead.

Notwithstanding 1 bave seen sucli salenin and
majestic scenery upon the ocean, J arn inexpressibly
glad ta set foot an Staten Island. Scarcely can I restrain
my8eif front kissing God's earth. la she not aur niother?
Our loved Hessians assimilate theinselves ta their sur-
noundings in aîl tbings ; and I remetnber them in my
sermons and in my prayers during the still bours of the
night wbile on my bed, that they inay lie strong in Chris-
tian courage. The delay of. the Englisb generals ak
theiu impatient, while the offensive look cast upomi
Germans by the Englislb excites stîll more ire. Tlîi uîuLae
of feeling cansed, lately, a bloody atrray. A Jinohîate
otlicer of the Yagets, ta whom an Englishwan iaid, while
drinking, ' God danin yon Frenicbmen, vau uîke our pay,'
answered calntily, ' 1 ain a German, and voîm are a
'Tbereupan bath of theni wbipped eut thelr swands, and the
Englishnan received sncb a gasb tctat lie died of bis
wound(s. The brave German was not ùmly pardoned by
the Engliia genenai, but the latter issued an order tîtat
the English shonld treat the Cmnan:,î like brothers. T[bis
will be (lone the more readli, as the intelfigent Gertuan
lias aiready begun ta speak a litthe Engiish.

Il Our irst ovelietit for ward was an attack against the
rebeis, who defemàded tiieniselves mare poarly than one
would bave expectîs fromi pýý8nsn who bad the stimulus
of a love of fneedoni. The slaugbter was horrible, more
especiallv l)y the English troaps, upan whose ranks the
Germîtns drave the rebeis like àibeep). O friend ! it was
ta me a teîrrible siglît wben, the ather day, 1 went over
the battle-field among the dead, wbo mastly had been
hacked and abat ail ta piecea. Many of theso were Ger-
inans, whicb gave mie the greater agany. We bave taken
many prisaners, wbo would nîastly bave taken service
witb us liad tbey net been preventcd by tbe Englisb.

Tlie Indians, many of wbomn are in aur vicinity, are
neot like those wbich Rosseau (Ronsseau '0 and Iselin
have described. On the contrary, th-ey are ail very oblig-
ing, friendly, and used ta work, supple as the deer cf the
forest, and not witbout a belief in God. Wlîen 1 bold up
my right hand towards beaven, they fald their banda upan
tbeir breast and bow theniselves low ta tbe graund,"
P. 185.

The exulting tane of the reverend gentlemian was
destined ta undergo a marked change ere mnany tnonths
were aver: Saratoga and Yorktown were looining in
tbe distance.. M. Lpi, MaiNie.

Quebec, Ort., 1891.

¶11E BAMBLER.

THERE is a phrase current juat at present which sug-Tgeats a few reflections. We are hearing a good da
about the "lminor pocts." As ah onr poets in Canada are
major ones 1 cannot burt anyoriels feelings by the lucubra-
tiens wbicb follow. But I fancy [bat the word Il miner "
used in the patronizing inflection dear ta the reviewer
causes many a shiver ta the sensitive versifier. Mm-.Andrew
Lang, recagnizing [he importance of a school of magazine
poets, has lately attempted a' parallel between the minor
poeta of Greece, who, as lie remanks, would undonbtedly
have sent verse ta magazines had tbe magazines been in
existence at tbat age of the wold-and the minor poets of
to.day. Tbe result of tbe parallel is certainly ta Împress
us witb the ricbness of tbe tbought and tbe grace of the
expression in that far distant day. The (4reeks were
beyond everything love'rs of nature, and their utterances,
in which remnants of the baîf-pagan lare of a mythical age
tbre insensibly combined with human phases seeking
expression, are not unlike somne of tbe modern poetry
wbich findaso good a market in leading periodi-
cals. Mr. Lang, in specifying Ilbrevity Il and " objec-
tivity" as two important features of sucli paetry, is,
as usual, completely riglit. But it might also be
noticed that whereas poetny was once expec[ed ta rouse
emotiaTis or suggest thoughts, mucb of the verse ta-day
abounding in journals and magazines, and lrnown as
"fugitive" or "accasional " verse, does neither. It
simply causes us ta see. Our perception is araused-noth-
ing more. In its way tbis is a good tbing, a very good
tbing, but it is flot enougb. To the Peter Bells of tbis
world, sucli verse sbould came as a revelation, althougb I
amn af raid it does nathing of tbe kind ; but ta those whose
perceptions are already keen it cornes as nothirîg. ls,
then, paetry na longer a fine art, or is it only now becom-
ing an art, [he tinte of inspiration being past This is a
delicate and difficuit question, wbicb my readers may pan-
der an in solitude. But this mucb is dlear. '[he greatest
poats are those wbo combine bath objectivity and subjec-
tivity. The Laureate owes bis present position ta [bis
wonderful union of qualities. Thene neyer was a fluer
objective picture in ail verse than that of the lonely
Moated Grange, superior in Pre-Raphae lite touches of
realism ta anything lie las done since, and yet the grange

* The animosity hetween the Germans and the French was well
known, s0 that the English goldier mentioned i the text proliably
used the epithet 1" Frenctînan Il designedly as a ternincf repnoach.
Duponceau, one cf Barnm Staubens aides, writing cf his journeywitlî that General, says -" I remiember tîtat at Manhejîn, the Baron,
with a significant look,' pointed out te mie, at the tavern where lie
dined, a paltry engraving hung up on [the wall, representing a Prussian
knecking down a Fretîchirnan in great style ; underneath ends thmefellowing apprepriate motta 'a Frenchînan ta a Prussian is ne more
than a inosquito.' l

is not only a grange, but bas added ta it the charmi of
being the place that shelters Maniana. The human inter-
est centred in passages of rare abjective tidelity creatas a
great poet. Again, these high qualities must bche blu in
just balance. The subjectivity of Byron weakens bimn.
The delinions egotismu of IRossetti uninans bim. The
too ever-present eternel leminin of Mrs. Browning
becornes fatiguing. Reaction, if net nevulsion, sets in.
Ilere is a comparisan of miethoda. ihe purely objective
paut is telling us, for instance, about a sunset ha bas seen,
auj! takes exac[lv fourteen lines ta describe how the grey
ciîanied ta green, and the green ta salfron, and tbe saf-
f ito i ta rose ; bo ' tha steel grey of the water rellected the
noseate tints, and how one white guil, beating bigb up
agains[ the clouda, sbowed blood-red as it circled aven the
top of [ha lealless, black branches of tbe distant forest.
The subýjective poet, on [he centràry, condenses as mucli
as possible and pnabably paints the scene in two sucb uines
as those :

''lie 1 r' k.'m spiemdours cf the hmrnimig west
1 [elîl a whimte life on lime, wlîile 1, etc., etc.

The advatîtage of the anubjective mîetlio.d is, you observe,
that the poet is privileged ta drag bimmseif ini an any pre-
text and almiost upan every occasion. The advantage of the
objective mietbod is that yau usual knew whiat the poet
is talking about, Ilis popularity ia, therefore, certain.
Busy people, witb a taint as of Peter Bell about theni, ara
not geing ta rack their brains for an houn trying ta find
ont wbat a Il white life on ire " means. The iuventary
style of the objective paet suits themn botter.

Extremiats are always in danger, and while subjective
poets may the oftener faîl into ridiculons use of the ego,
objective poets should also take wanning, as ta [ha exces-
sive emplaymnen[ and necunrence of more images. In truc
poetry there must be life-blood and backbane. Images
must be used as synbls-not always-but often enougli
ta persuade us that [bere is sometbing aven anti beyand
and above tbe clond-capped towers and the gorgeous pal-
aces of rosy and jasper clond wbicb meet aur eyes at day-
nîse and day-set. Iu short, aur paets munst command for
us Clie Ideal. Without Ideality a literature may live, but
it doua net take a leading place ini the age8.

That nathing* aucceeda like s*uccesa i"s truc of Pietro
Mascagni. The 8peeatr--I. think-points out tîmat ho is
the son of a baker, while Dvonak is [hao son of a butchen,
amnd Verdi's father certainly soid candles, if nat a caidie-
stick makor, Art, venily, la mia respecter of pensona. Ante
we snticiently democratic yet-for, let me [eil yen, a cal-
ony is ever the mast exclusive of places--ta appreciate
genius sbould it burst suddenly upon us fron sanie plbeian
borne? 1 doubt it. Mascagni is indeed a fartunate
fellow, but lie is no faunder of a new creative school. Itis
absorption of other nien's ideas, aays a cantemporany, is
extraordinany, and bis power of combination inexhaustible.
The initial performance in London under Si2nor Lago, of
IlCavalleria Rusticana " was diagraceful, awing ta lack of
rebearsal and inefficient singers. En passant, the Cana-
dian Society of Musîcians bninga on De Pachniann for its
fortbicomning convention. This sbould prove a great attrac-
tion, for De Pacbmann, altbaugh a supremiely egotiatical
arti8t is a finisbed perfonmer and exponent of Cbapin's
mysteries cbiefly. The Canadian Institute beld its inau-
gural mneeting witb much success last Saturday avening,
Nov. 7.

The decadence of ldaali[y is an idea prevalent amnong
aur beat thinkers. Hoar wba[ Mn. Gladstone bas ta aay
on this subject: "The conviction whicb passasses my
mind is that [ha main eperativa cause wbicb bas stimu]ated
the growth of negation is net intellectual, but moral, and
is ta ha faund ini the increased and increasing dominion of
the things sean aven the thinga unseen." Fiurtbcr, ha
assents [bat we cannot wage too ganeral man Ilindictaient
against modern civilization and [ha enanmnous developrnent
of luxuriaus enjoyment. Wc have altered tha standard of
aur wants, multiplied the demanda of appetita, established
a new social tradition, created a new envirannient, of
which we are daomed ta ha the creatunes." il1l it wonder-
ful," lie asks, Ilthat in a self-indulgent age a creeping
palsy sbould coma silently aven [ha inward life, or [bat tha
devotee of doubt passes naturally into spiritual atnopby ?
Under tha naine of the so-called1 inquiry ' of [ha day, we
become [ha moe victims of asaumptian, duc ta prejudica,
ta fashion, ta propensity, ta appetite, ta the insidiaus
pressure cf [ha world power, ta temptatian in everyone of
its Proteun shapes."

1 did nat attempt any analysis of Bennbardt's acting
last week because 1 thouglit I had said enough about the
stage of late. But I hava since heard several sncb
remankable uttarauces on [ha subjeot [bat 1 wisb naw 1
bad had my aay as well as ces autres. People who onglit
ta know better will compare bier with Ilthe Devenpont,"
and commit simiilar blunders. As if the shnddarnimg hanse
were net vindication enougli, triumph enougli, testimony
enough !I \hatever aise she is, she is intellectually pas-
alouate, subtle, reined, with less parsonality Cban ane bas
imagined, 'out more force. There was notbitîg in [he leas
remankable ither about bier clothes, mtessieurs et mesdames,
yen, wba, if yen went ta see bar Ilgawus,' must bave beau
disappointed. Sha wears bier thinga as Rosina Vokes
wears [haut, because she bas ta ; otharwise, ana imagines
she doas nat particularly think about [hem. At least sha
doas nat advartise [hem. What surprised citical people
most was bier subtie trace of comedy in [ha tiret and second


