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TORONTO AND ABOUT.

I find iny remarks conccrning the Mercer Reformatory require

explanation. The Central Prison is buiit to accomnmodate from 350

to 400 prisoners (maie), ample accommodation being providcd iii the

way of workshops, with abundance of light and air. The corridors

and halls are both numecrous and comnodious ; the building of course

includes the Wardcn's residence, anti servants' antd keýepers' apart-

ments. The Female Reformatory is quite as extensive as the Cen trai

Prison, with a maximum accommodation for one hundred women.

Some of the larger halls are exceedingiy dark anti close, and notably

the workshops, wbcre most of the timte of the prisoners is to bc spent.

The ceils are only sevemi feet by four feet six inches xvidc. The space

wasted in immense halls and useless stairways is not slight. The

enornious expense that necessarily xviii be attached to this establish-

ment wbcn iii full workiîîg order, in the way of keepers, guards anti

servants, lieatitîg, clothing and feeding, antI repairs, xviii, I repeat, show

the folly of the Mowat administration iii crecting such a monstrous

edifice to accommodate se, smail a number - and the stupidity of the

erection is about on a par with the wastefui extravagance of expcnding

a large sui of moncy ini erecting at the present time ncxv Legisiative

Halls, which, however badly needcd, the Province is iii able to, afford.

Iii private religious circles the feelings of the laity arc shocketi

over the announcement of Mr. Langnuir prohibiting femnales to teach

in the Centrai Prison Sabbath Sebool. It is not generaliy known even

in Toronto> that the Ontario Governiment permits ladies andi gentlemen

on Sabbath mornings to hold first a reiigious meeting for the Catholies

froin 8 to o o'clock, and for the Protestants a Sabbath school front

9 to i0.30. The Governiment is responsible for lhaif the fare of the

cabs conveying the teachers to the prison. Mr. Langînuir, the Imspector

of Prisons, has discovcred a disagrecable element mixed up with the

teacbing of the females,-a sort of free-and-easy mianner with the

good-looking men and the guards. H-e objeets to the extreme youth

of sotne of the female teachers ; and as a matter of fact, after ail bas

been said to the contrary, there can be no doubt about it, the Central

Prison, filled as it is xvith the abandoned of ail classes of society, is no

place for hypocritical pink-and-xvhite feniales. This is jiot a private

affair. Altbough not geîîerally miade public, ahl deîîoninations of re-

ligion are conicernied,-Episcopaians, Lutherans, Methodists, Congre-

gatioîîalists, Baptists, Prcsbytcrians, anti Plymouth ]3rcthren. The

indignation and approbationî cxprcssed are prctty, gcraliy ixed up.

The Protestants of Toronto are unspeakably annoycd ; they do

not say a great deal -popular feeling is kept as quiet as possibie-bit

the thoughts of the righteous are overpowering. For the first time ini

the cventful history of Toronto two womnen have accepted the profes-

sion of a nuit. St. Michael's Cathedrai was filied last Thursday week

to overflowing, by the curious of both religions, to witness the intcrest-

ing ceremoîîy of twvo women "taking tue veil." The incantation, Uic

swinging of incense, genuflections, anti mummciry wcrc soinething

truly astounding. Archbishop Lynch, iii bis usuai bonibastic style,

preached a very suggestive sermon. Protestants, especially Orange-

men, are cons iderably excited. Fears for t he safety of the Protestanît

faith are freely expressed ; tbough how a fexv novices assuming the

white veil, xvitb a duîal increase to the order of the Il Precious Blood,"1

can affect the lProtestaint religioni niust remaiîî until further develop-

ments a inattcr of speculation.

It is a cause for speciai wonder that new court-houses are not

erecteti iii Toronto, cspeciaiiy after so mnany prcscritmcints front grand

jîîries rcspccting thc utter insufficiency of accommodlation andc Uic

worthlessncss of the presenit buildlings. I was iockccl ii the jury room

for eiglit or uîine hours last November; the weather xvas vcry cold, no

fire ; the rooin was only about 15 feet long by i0 xvidc. We managed,

after grcat difficulty, to light a fire iii the miscrable apology for a

stove, and presenitly the heat xvas so intense that aIl tue xvincows; had

to be opened, of xvhich there xvere three, ietting in a piercing draught.

From constantly openting andI closing these ventilators I succeeded in

catching such a serious coid that I was forced to reinain at home for a

xveek. The judges' rooms, witnesses' roins, barristers' rooms, court

roonts, jury rooms and halls are, without exception, simphy disgusting;,

dirty, iil-ventilated, mecaniy furnishced, mildcwcd, unhealthy andi in

evcry way abominable iii the extreme, there being no one redeeming

fcaturc about the bruildin1g front lparapet to basement. There is no ofie

stonc or brick that oughit not to bc razcd to the ground.

To show the inagnificent mnanner the city fathers have in conduct-

in-g i nprovcmients iii economny, it 15 but necessary to hire a horse and

buggy and drive to the castern linîit of the city, where the Gerrard

strect bridge crosses the D)on. The bridge, as an inhabitant remarked,

is Ilsplitting its sides; laughing ;" it is on its last legs ; evcry day the

neighbours look out for accidents ; the pianks are worn so thin that in

sorte places a cart-wheei cati aimost pass through. Drivers of heavily-

ladeîî xaggoîîs titnorousy xvaik their teains over the tottering thing,

danger " bciner ivritten upon every plank and post andi rusty nail of

the structure. Surely the city had warning cnough the other evening

whien the tirnibcr bridge collapscd iii Yorkvillc, not txvo miles froîn the

preserit unsafe affitir, and the fataiity of the accident gave risc at the
tine to indignant înurrnurs froin those iii the habit of crossing the

Gerrard street bridge. Is there any sort of excuse behind xvhich civic

bodies mnay ser-cet thiniscîves whcn thcy wilfuilly negiect their dut y?
They callouisly witncss thc need of a new bridge ; thcy bear the coni-

plaints of the people ; tlîey read the reports of the cvii tinte and again
in the daiiy papers, and siiently refuse to iove iii the miatter. Very

soon cither the country or city wiil be called upon to pay hecavy

daînages which, sontie person ignorant of the unsafe bridge, xviii have

sustained through'its destruction.

As 1 hinted iii a prcvious paragraph, -Mr. Fraser has stubborniy

refuseci to gyrant thc Icat concession to the reasonable request of the

architeets asking for an extension of time, &c., iii the preparation of

coînpetitive plans for the new Parliainent buildings. Thc refusai of

Mir. Fraser to tic tirivial (yet important to the design) requcst of being

pcrmitted to colour in IlSepia " or Indiati ink the perspective drawings

shows a deterîinciid obstinacy, the like of xvhich happily is very rarely

met with. Is the rcqucst of sixty architeets, from Montreai to Winni-'

peg, to have no xveighit at ail ? Mr. Fraser ungraciously appears to

asscrt that the professionai gentlemen xvho are iikeiy to compete are

to subinit to his dictatioiî iii total ; they arc not cntitic(i to the sînalicst

share of coîîsicleration in tic inatter ; andi, if the truth were to be knlown,
Mr. Fraser thinks lie is acting vcry gencrously iii allowi ng them the

extreine privilege of conipeting at ail., During the busicst time of the
year they arc coînpelled to design and execute drawings and specifica-
tions xvhich, when xvork is at a stancîstili, should occupy at lcast four
monUis. It is charitable to suppose the lion. C. F. Fraser is more
ignorant iii these matters than is gencraliy supposcd.

My coninients on the Artists' Society are rcccived with indignation.
I cannot lcp it !I rciteratc the statemnent that the Ontario Society of
Artists is tiot ail it is cracked up to be. Mere mechanical commercial
painting is not Fine Art. Pictures got up for sale have no place in a
Fine Art gallcry. AIl tic cuiogiu;n and laudation in the world îîever
made a Michael Angelo or a Rembrandt. The roomis of the Ontario
Socicty of Artists are nothing but large sales rooms ; and the very
objectionable feature of the Lottcry should be hissed doxvn.

Noxv that M\r. 11rowvn is deai -the people begin to appreciate bis
xvorth, and the proposai to erect a statue to his memory at this time
is most appropriate. l'le naines of the gentlemen composing the
conmnittec are represen tat ives of ail shades of politcs, and arc from ail
parts of the Dominion. Mr. J. 1). Etdgar of Toronto, as the sccretary of
the coîninittce, would bc glati to get thc namnes of gentlemen of Mont-
real, or cisewhicrc, who ought and are xvilling to join such a coinittee.
The proposai, that the managing commnittcc should appoint other
smiaiier xvorking cortmittees in ail the principal towns of Uhc Dominion,
is a good one, for by this mecans operations wouid bc greatly faciiitated.
MVr. Mackencizie's suggestion to place a bronze statue in the proposed
new Parlianient buildings 1 think oughit not to bcecntertained. If
such a sumn as $3o,ooo bc subscribed (titis amount ivas suggested) it
wouid bc the heiglit of folly to expend it upon a statue only to be
seen by the few; on holidays and the Sabbath xvhcn the park is
thronged the object of the inemoriai wouid bcecntircly frustratcd.
The suggestion to limit Uic subscription either to a -minimum or
a maximum amount is unxvise. The poor man's ten cents should
be gladly acccpted, and the millionairc's thousand dollars ought by no
means to bc refuset. One thing the people are decidcd upon, that a
fitting memioriai statute should be crected to the man who was the
foremnost tuant of bis time iii the Dominion. Queccu C'ity.


