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The Huron County Council have pur-
chased five cords of stone to give employ-
ment for the prisoners at the Goderich

gaol. The stones are not to be broken,
but are to be carried about the gaol yard.
*
% #*

A large committee of the County Coun-
cil of Perth has been visiting some of the
county Houses of Industry, prepatory to.
reporting to the council with plans, ete.,
for the erection of an institution in that
county.

*
* £

The town of Port Hope will pay the
following salaries to officers for 1896 :—
Town Clerk, $60o ; Chief Constable,
$625 ; Market Clerk, $400 with house, fuel
and light; Treasurer, $300 ; Inspector of
streets and bridges, $400; Tax Collector,
$200.

w®
* #*

‘The importance of the Bills now before
the Local legislature, referring toa change
in the constitution of city, town and coun-
ty councils is not appreciated by the pro-
vincial press or the public generally.
During the last ten years taxation in town-
ships has increased 25 per cent.; in towns
and villages 83 per cent., and in cities 122
per cent., being an average increase for all
municipalities of 46 per cent. There may
be sufficient rcason for this increase, but
it appears to us that the high rate of taxa-
tion may have led to a dissatisfaction with
the councils as at present constituted.
Under these circumstances we believe it
would be advisable to refer the whole
question to a special committee or small
commission to report at the next session,
and that the bills at present before the
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House, be laid over until the report is
received.

The question of electing members of
councils for a term of years, to retire in
rotation. so that a majority of experienced
men would always be found at the council
board, is of greater importance than many
of the recommendations contained in the
new legislation as introduced.

* *

Under the Children’s Protection Laws,
provision is made for the formation of Aid
Societies, to take charge of the work of
looking after neglected and dependent
children, and procure homes for these
when necessary.

The' authority conferred upon the
society is quite comprehensive and enables
them to do everything necessary in the
interests of the children,

"The provincial superintendent in charge
of this work is endeavoring to secure the
formation of county societies, to include
all the municipalities situated therein, It
is rather difficult to form a central organ-
ization in any county that will be able to
look after the country districts as well as
the cities and towns.  This will no doubt
be provided for in the future by organiza-
tions of branch societies. We would like
to see an Act passed conferring the
authority of Children’s Aid Societies on
the Boards of Management of county
houses of industry in counties where no
society has been formed. It is provided
by the Act that children are not to be kept
in these institutions, but without the
authority referred to there is no alternative
but to admit and treat them as other in-
mates. This is very detrimental to the
children. The amendment we suggest
would not retard the formation of Child-
ren’s Aid Societies, but would be a good
means of introducing the necessity for the
organization in all counties, none of which
are entirely free of dependent children.

Railways and Drainage Laws.

An act concerning drainage on the pro-
perty of railway companies now before
the Puarliament of Canada has been intro-
duced with the object of making all rail-
ways at present under the jurisdiction of
the Parliament of Canada subjcct to the
provisions of the Ditches and Water-
courses Act as applied to railways, passed
by the Legislature of Oatario in the year

The principal objeclions urged
against the bill by Mr. Haggart, minister
ot railways are: 'The jurisgiction as to
drainage and all other matiers concerning
dominion railways and their real estate i8,
and should, remain vested in the dominion
parliament. it would introduce dissimiliar-
ty of practice if each province was allowed
to legislate on the subject and that it
would be inconsistent with the dignity of
parliament to allow it. {t appears to us
that there must of necessity be a dissimi-
liarty in the laws ot the d\ffi rent provinces
in reference to taxation, but that all rail-
ways are subject thereto. All of the

railways have been subsidized both by ﬁi‘:‘
Province of Oatario and Dominion ©5

)
Canada and the great majority of th?gu.‘-? ;
have reccived bouuses from the muniss g
benefitted PY §
The owners &

B

palities more immediately
the 1cation of the road. ot
farm lands adjoining & raﬂway_should ﬂ‘é
be placed in a different position than ¥
his property adjsined that of.a}.ﬂﬂft B
owner. It is proper to gmnnrzur(!j otk
dignity of pirliament, but this shoul¢ &:t. 3
be done at the expense or inconvenien® - i
of property owners, who are not res| ;; i
sible for the alienation of their FEEEEEE
through thz location of railways. 2
Another argument against the bi o

that it is necessaty to leave matters as ll»
are in order to prevent injury to 1O
beds by constant openings for dramatﬁ
It is povided under the Act, that '
work must be done by the railway U
pany, awards would not be so num;! nd!‘ o
as to be burdensome, and wherever 3c:. g
adjining a railway require drainag® th . 3
road-bed would also be benefiited by '%/ ‘
work. The proper continuance O

. {’W" ] “ ]

)

1*

drains would be more than compensat=s
by benefit to roadway. & :
Railway companies should have G |
same rights and liabilities as private pa’”‘»i 1
under the act. 5
It has also been held that the ral 5
committee of the privy council give st
cient opnortunity to the parties l
justice. A letter will suffice to Si,
heating. When before the comm

d

the railway companies are represente
counsel and justice is done. ;

Drains constructed under the Dit
and Watercourses Act are comparat
small as their cost is limited to 5;;‘
the average is much less and for W'
authority to force outlets through rat”
lands, a practice that would cost @
tnfle and be determined by local ;‘lr
ities, adjoining owners preter 10 sU er
and inconvenicnce rather than 2pP
the railway committee of the privy €0
which can only be done properly ¢ .
a solicitor and at an expense, out
proportion to the cost of or benefit
derived from the drain.

In the preamble to the act, chlP::'
of 54 Vic, it is stated, that there |
dispute as to whether all ranlw_'ays. :
this province or only certain raﬂ
therein are within the legis'ative auti™
of this province for the purpuses O
act hereinafter mentioned, WViZ: 3
Ditches and Watsrcourses Act as "gg',
to railways passed 189o. This beJ i
case, and if the bill at_ present befor®
Dominion House is not passed, lh:io
vincial government shou'd be pety
to take proceedings to have the 9
decided.

Impossible.

Pokeleigh—I don’t think I could
descend to riding a bicycle.

Jokeleigh—No, you'd have to
You might descend later.



