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It has been the complaint of histórians that the early
history of nations is too often enveloped in obscurity
-mere legends forming the basis of ponderous vol-

umes, in which the development and progress of ideas

and peopies are delineated. Accepting the legends as

facts, it has sometimes occurred that the characteria-

tics of a nation have been accounted for in this way;
and yet a fuller examination ias served to explode
the legendary theory, and the speculator has been left

in the dark, or made to pursue some different line of

avestigation in order to account for an existing state

of things. How charming would have been the task

of writing the early history of Rome, or Greece, if in

the national archives could have been found an authen-

tic document touching the incipient history of those

nations, similar te this furnished by Dr. Canniff regard-
ing the settlement of Ontario. The fact that the author

belongs to a profession rather unimaginative and

severe in investIgation, sill not, we think, be found,4n
.after times, to detract from the merit of the volume

before us. When the time shall have come for writing
the history of the Dominion, we venture the assertion

that nothing will plesse the Herodotus of that day, or
aford him more solid satisfaction, than Dr. Cannifi's

present contribution to our historic literature.

The publication of certain histories, such as biogral
phies have frequently been deferred lest parties still
surviving should be aggrieved by the historian's reve-
lations of the early struggles and plebeian condition of
their forefathers. There may be reasonableness in this
course, yet there are, unquestionably, hazards. The
original fac's may be los1-they mnay be tampered
with, and veracious history lose by the delay. To our
snind this book of Dr. Canniff's has peculiar interest.
A few, only a few, of the original settlers are yet alive;
their children and rrand-children have grown up
vigorous branchcs of a hardy and essentially vita.
stock; and this book unfoids with historic fidelity the
condition of a people who, in no distant future, will be
regarded as the fathers of a wide and far-branching
Dominion. One thing we knov: in those parts of the
country of which our author gives the fullest details,
that is, in and around tic tenl telraltownships of the
old Midland District, this bock i sought and read with
an eager and deep-fe:t gratification. Well-educated,
intelligent, influctial, and worthy persons, are not
ashamed to be reminded of their origin nf the hqrd-

fought, oft-foiled, finally-success fu strugges of their
ancestors. In fact, no one interested iln wlat is noble
in daring, andi chiv.alrous li endeavor, and grsnd jn
achievement, but must welc-me thi -je te vol-
unie. "The Pilgrim Fathers" ofthiånemis a were

men of demontrative liyalty; and who11, i t.ie ;

of their adoption, they conitd no longer she' be: ti

the loved shadow of the "l Old Lion," nor behold, wav-
ing over them as wont, the rare " Old Flag," rendered
precious by all that was thrilling in association and
sacred in long-nursed and cherished feeling, they pre-
ferred to sacrifice, and risk, and encounter ail that
might be involved In a migration to Canada. It would
iadeed be difficult for us, even by the aid of Dr. Can.
niff's vivid pictures, fully to realize what was then
implied in a settlement in' .his country. Thie climate,
the seasons, the want and the wilderness, and that, too,
all unsubdued and seemingly unconquerable, were in
the lista against them.

It certainly was no drawing-room treaty, no holiday
engagement with those men, when they fixed the
remoive to grasp the triple-bolted fastnesses of our
Canadian territories, and thus become the pioneers in
the march of freedom and empire in North Amuerica.
The struggles into which they entered, the dilfficulties
they surmounted, and the success which crowned their
determined efforts-transforming the rugged wilder-
nets into a wide area of fertility-have all been set
forth by Dr. Canniff with equal feeling and perspica-
city. Being himself a descendant of a " United Em-
pire Loyalist," he evinces much sympathy with the
whole class, alike in their motives for abandoning the
Republic, and their heroic endurances on this aide the
lines. Their daily avocations, their manfulness in
suffering, their generosity in famine, their weary
journeyings, their unpretentious hospitalities, their
quaint nuptial festivities, and the meiting simplicity
of their solemn scenes and funeral sadnesms, are all
fully depicted on these pages. To nome it may Sem
that the Doctor is a littie severe in mne of his stric-
tures on the colossal institutions of the neighboring
nation; but it must be borne in mind that he only
adopta a canon of criticism which many American
writers, when Britain or the British Colonias say
have been the theme, have adopted before him-Me is
evidently satisfied, wç had almoât said intesmely
pleased, with that form of Government nder which
he lives; and being from his cradle accustmed to the
recital of the horrors and atrocities of the Americmn
revolutionary war he knows, and emas to feel,
whereof le affirma. We have no doubt but that this
portion of the work, touching the U.E. Loyalistawill
be scanned with deepest lnteremt by thousands
throughout the Dominion.

Our author ha not failed to award a fil meed of
attention the aboriginal tribes of Ontario, and he has
presented us with many thrilling and affecting remin.
iscences of a people who are faàt waning before the
spread of civilisation and a higher national ilfe.
This book wili aiso be found to constitute a depository
of facts connected with the origin of our schools, the
rise and progress of'our periodical literature, the estab.
lishment of our varions denominational Churches, a
remarkable race of evangelizing clergymea-togther
with sketches of the governing, political and leading
military men of those times. It would le pleasinIg to
transcribe q few ot' Dr. Cannif's lucid pages for the
columns of your excellent magazine; but fearing to
encroach on your space, and feeling certain that the
work itself must be read as a whole to be appreciated
commensurate with Its high merit, we rçfrain from
doing so. The style of the Doctor is manly, vigorous
and succinct. His Industry is beyond prise, and he


