
New Legisiati*on of Farmer - Labor Coalition
Two Hundred and Sixty Bills Were Considered In Twelve Weeks' Session - New Acts Charac-

terized by Moderation- Labor Legisiation Finds Precedents in Other Provinces- Economy

Was Platform of Farmer Party, but Estimates are Inereased and New Taxes Imposed

ONTAR10 lbas been the first province ef Canadai t b
governel1 by a farmier-labor coalition. Theseio

compieted on May 28 was in tact the first occasion oni which
either of these parties hiad an opportunity ta play a leading
parc in Canadian pehitics. The. bringing in et ne really
drastic legisiation and the willinigness ta compr)ioise.- on
objectibnabie teatures put Premier Drury and bis Cabinet
over the. rougli places. Comning tromi a movement which lias
cried for economy and fer legisiation against whet they-
have called the 'înterests" the legisiation passed ait the
recent session tannet be deflned as having gone as far as
some would have boped and others would have feared, lHowý-
ever, it is net in legisiation that a goverumnent practices
economy and the province bas stili te wait te sou. if the
governinent can carry on its pollcy with the rigoreus ex-
penditure cuttlng premiaod.

There lias been ne cutting down ot the estimates, Theue
have been ineasures te increase the revenue censiderably.
The nexct budget will tell tiie story ef the success ot the.
tarmer-labor legisiators. Durlng this session it bas carried
on in mauch tho sae manner as previeus party adminis-
tretions., Financially the gzovernminont bas added a tew
burdens, lion. Peter Srnith, provincial troasurer, in bis
estiniates for tho yeer figures eut an expenditure et $171-.
941,557.15, Ijesides this the twe gruýat commissions, the
Hydre and T. and N.(.O., will spend according te estimates
$17,257,000 and $18,314,772 respectiveiy, Sucli according
tu estimated figures is the burden et the province for the
yeair. The commissions, et course, are responsible how they
spend their mnoney and lion. Mr. Smith heu little te do
witb it.

Murlu New Taxation lmposed

Besides the. ordinery sources et revenue Hlon. Mr, Smnith
bias Made soea amendments lncreasing taxation and put on
sonie Yew eues. The greateat feature et bis budget wils
the ple4ilng of bigger tex on race tracks. The original
ainounit set eut was $10,000 on mile tracks and $5,000 on hait
mile track. Here the goverumont cempromised with the
resuit that tbe tax Lvas reduced te $7,500 on msile traclis
snd $2,500 on hait mile tracks, Frem that source the pro-
vincial treasurer hopes te got $800,000 revenue end $150,000
frem the. amusement thix ut race courses.

Anu amndment te the corporation tax ect increeses the
tex on banks 100> per cent. Thse tax was previously $1,500
on eacii iead office and $50 on each brancb. Insurance com-
panies are alse taxed differently accordlng te amendrinents,
te thie act. Heroatter thore will b. a tex et 1 Yý4 per cent
onl the. gress prernium income on lite insuranco and one
Der~ cent, on other Uines of insurassco, There is no tex on
dividends te policybolders.

Tiiere ie aiso an increase on stock transfer stamipo,
lOrtnerly the. stanip wes two cents on siiare et par value.
Ths is sow increased te tiiree cents. The amusement tai
Waa, widened te iclude cabarets, etc.

ilvavier Succession l)utics

Heavy inecreaises wvert made in the- successiion duty
1eves.Thse range from, 1, te CGo 1per cont. The extreme

ratsý is on ettsthat paiss on to distaint rltvsor Der-
s;ons no relation tie t.he decevasod, onily imli increases are
made where the esaeis snll. Where-t thv estate exceeds
$25,000 and does rlot excued $590,0 and goes to wvife, bus-
band, ( hiîdren, pareýnts th(? tzix iereaiis at onie per cent. On
ùstaites troni $58,000 up to $150,000 the aid rates are in-

creaed ne-aifof onv pi-r cent. Thence the tax increase
on(-hiit piur cent. witlh each additional $100,000. Ten per
cent. is collected on estates et over $1,000,000. in each case
if it geste one persan the tax is heavier or if it passes te
zi non-rulative. lt is believed that the new rate will almnost
double the incomie troam these tae.It wýill not show much
on the current yuar ais estates have 18 nionths in which to
p)a y.

These- are practically ai] the meoasures passed te, in-
crease the revenue. By more(. caretul handling the goverfi-
nient hapies te increasu the revenue f ri ,the oessand
Lands earmn and the Mines Departient whicb by
act uit this session was separated trami the Lands. A Royal
Commisstion is ait work investigating forests and lands niow
and ani iiiquiry will bie made into the mines departient.
Fromi the, report on th)esiý the! goverrninent hopes te get
more( ruturn te the people frein the nAtural resour'ces ef
the naorth country. The intention is ta arrange this so that
the. money coniink, out etf it to the- province wili in nu0 waY

inder develapinent by the- timber men iand the mninera.

AdUdit*ional Expeniditure

As, ta increaslng exp)enditureP two acts ,vere put on the
statute books wvhich ait a generai glance wili cust the pro-
vince ininey. onu is the superannuation bill passed despite
opposition trami the United Fermiera ot Ontario, the parent
body et the prewent goveriment, The civil servants wili
pay into the superannuation fund half of the total but there
are 110 s2ervants ready for immiiediate superannuation for
wham the province miust provide the full suptrannuatien.
Tlheý geverrnient considers many ef these stili capable ot
Service. Others will net bu replaced. Sa the general cost
will not bu mucb.

Another bill wbich adds ta the general cost will be
mothers' pensions. There isý an estimatýe for $258,000 for
this purpese which will probabiy be, enoughi for the first
year. This bill prevides pensions for widows with two or
more chiidren and aise for wives whose husbands are ini the
hospitals for tue insane. The municipalities pay part et
the pensions.

This act was the produet ut the Labor party, 'which
during tii. gession lias been more moderato than was ex-
pected it wvouid be. The legisiation brought in by tbem is
net new te the Dominion, every nct being brought having a


