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UNEMPLOYMENT AND ITS PROBLEMS.

To be'involved in a fight 1as been the lot of John
Burnsoften. Hfe has known the rneaning of a police-
man's strong'arm upon bis shoulder; because the law
forbids riots. He has known the joy of being surrounded
by>, an enthusiastic Battersea crowd. Victory in parlia-
mentar>' elections excites constituencies. He bas dis-
covered that the art of sticking to one's convictions leads
sometimes to the Cabinet's portais. And he bas learned
now that the doveof peace does flot always flutter at
No., zo Downing Street. John Burns Ipay or ma>' fot
have realized the onerous burden he shouldered when
accepting the presÏdency of the Local Government Board.
To him havecornie in a long procession the complex pro-
blemns of the unemployed and the multiplex puzzles of
pauperism.

The two are by no means unrelated. In the days
of Charles Dickens the workhouse was a land of Bumnble-
dom. Officials becamne sleek on rate-paid diet. Oliver-
Twist ýconstantly asked -for more. Those were the
times of free and easy corruption. Later came ýa
broom. It swept out the wrong and officiaI rigour and
red tape were introduced. Since then two features have
marked the conduct of the Englisb poor law system. A
systemnatic and almost Iegitimatized form of graftý bas
been carried on. Recent exposers have -shown to what
lextent. And the network of pauperism throughout 'Eng-
land bas been acoepted almost as the inevitable. l Many
ini Britishi wt>rkhouses are able to work. They cannot
obtain labor. Others will not work even if labor be
offered them. These latter and si 'milar tribes are de-.
generates. Nothing can -stop their sPpad exrept, drastic
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and scicntific measun,ç. -In thirs world- of sentimrentalisnm
,uch measures would be branded cruel and inhuman.

Outside the doors of the poor- law Ïnstitution
shuffles a miglit> army of unemployed. It is ýsOmetimes
difficult here to realize its proportions. During the past
five years, the Local Governmnent Board have issued
numerous regulations affecting unemployment. Twenty
years back, the British Parliament would have. scoeiied
these. Necessity bas changed contempt into sympathy..
From what can be gathered thé difference between
Premier Asquith and John Burns is both important and
unique. The Premier bas proposed to do mpore to satisfy;
the demands of the Labor party than is the president -of
the Local Goverament Board prepared to do.

Here we have a picture of a famous leader ptîtt.ing
a damper upon the progressive proposais of a deep-
thiaking, conservative Premier. One point at issue îs
the question of relief works. One cannot feed emnpty
stomachs with municipal orator' Talk of legislation
does not shoe the barefooted child. He must be a mani
of curions conscience who is flot unhappy whea uaem-
ployed. When unemploymnent means semi-starvation,
man 's best instincts are lost. The 1noble flees ; the brutal
enters. The survival of the ýflttest law is thea acute In
modern civilization. The .writer bas seen two thousand
gaunt and hungry London unemployed demaadiag labor
and food. The demand was to the poor law authorities.
The times of the French Revolution, when .the bread
queue was an everyda>' sight, could scarcely have afforded
a more pitiful spectacle than these men--citizens ex-
isting in what is thought to be the most luxurious country
in the world. To dally with such d.eputations is .dan-
gerous. .Irnmediate relief of some kind flot -only saves
the face of the authorîties. It keeps plate. glass windows,
whole. So relief works were inaugurated. That is to
sa>' men have made roads', have builtthis or that, and,
labored on works which were flot always necessary. In
some cases the>' looked like a happy -inspiration of the
moment. * The Premier and John Burns, -have split
opinions, at. this juncture. The question fôw answer -is,
I{row faFý sh41 work, oreated, and- paid lfôr:by, municipal


