
The Canadian Military Gazette

GENFRAL KITCHENER'S REMARKABLE CAREER.

PR SI N1'Sutda ,or Coimand.iie-iu-
2 ,I i f otî Eytim anyis barely fort>'-

;> 1. C sevemi years of wge. Ile is ant lrishiamu
,.QCiandi hails fron couinty lKerry. There is

an 11 l rovcrl cturrent ini Illc vest of Ire-
~ s~('~land t W the effect thiat if Kerry cattde are

~>~> srnall IKeni'>' men ar'e big-big in Statur'e,
big iii muscle and big, ini brain and un-

'~ '' <erstan<ling. 1 lorace 1 Iel'lert K<itchener

15 110 exceptioni t< titis idne, for lie stands a trille over six feet ini bis
sto('kinigs, andl a smlarter Or braver soldier mever (lrew breath.

I.ikethe late c eîrliodn Kitchener is a Royal 1î«iýin)eei oi'hi-
cer ' alid lie imade biis lirst acquaintalice %vith the E'ast il n18~74, ~Ie
lie wvas dptlu to l>aleitine i n charge of a survevin- exî>editionl.
PI 'or to tliîs, lioîvever, lie lhad seeii plciity ni active sernvice, haviig

ftiLlIit as a volilnteer li nh U i ',o -( ,-1nîami1 wai'.

Ili i $82 his chanuce camne. lie wvas eîlgdii a surv.\evilng

ex 1iedition ini the reigiborb<iod of the I ead Sea, wîheil newvs was
broughlt bv Arab r'unners of the total (Ie'trtiction oi [Iicks aslha' s
armly of i 0,00J mii by the forces of die NIal(i. 'l'le intell igenc'e
cr-eated thîe viIlest excitenient among the nativ'e tribes, andl the

''reatest consternation ini the muinds, of' the rîrniers of l'gypît. AIU
coniumicaton vith thie lsaiêeldistrict, uas cl.t of .f; but a1 1prctv

('leal' record oif the advalnmg tide of NIabidisin %v'as kepu k' the
cve'-wdenmigarea of tclegrabiicli. silence. as station aftcî' station feui

into t.be hands of the coniquerors.

1 litis crisis it becanue absoltiteiy niecessar'> tluat somieone uiponl
whoin the i overnnict <'ouid rely shoid 1)enetra~te to the NI aliis
campl, alnd (ii;coveI' wbat wcre bis plans, and the exact imans lie
l)(ssesse(i for' carrvin'g theni nul.. It w~as a service of ii nu nite danger.
Nul. deatli alomie, but death l)rece(ie( b>' the inost fiend(isli tortures
that Or)iental crueltv sluould stiggez;t, wva, tlue certain fate of a dle-
tected spy.

1. 1 F E AS A~ SiV.

TIhey w~iil 'nast v'ou alive, or' tlog v'oit to death as the\, did So-
andis an o-n-o,' rged onie of the officiais w~ho knew ofh' is

inmtenîtiomn - but IKtchener pooh-1>oolied their wvarnimîgs. A fev days
later ant Ai-ai) date-selîci' set out fi-um l\orti. It %vas the ynuing E'n-
'rineer otticet', w~ho tliîenceforth becamie lost to c-i\vilizationI for- tue

space of sonie yea-rs.
An accouint of wliat lie saw~ aad suilem'ed during that terrible

tinue wouIld lilI a volume. 'Ihree tinies iii one wveek lie "'as fi,'ed

at l)y wandering b)and(s of roI)bei's, and< over and ov'er agaîn lie %vas

%vouui(Ie(. Omily a short tite I)ack, wvhile diiing, a l)ervisli Rei-
îinti bluiit feul On Iuis plate fi'oni the back of bis thîîoat, whem'e it

liad lonîg lain inibedded.

At Orn!i(Iuii'-iîaîî le witniessed the execuitioti of a stupposed spy bv
îlogiag nie unifortunate mnan ivas whlipped unitîl tue flcsli lmung(

iii slnreds fm'oin lus body', and lus M hole back, fr-omî tic siiouîders to

tie lois, 's'as one v'ast gapimlIg Wvolid. 'ienî lie wvas taken (lown
1*'ock.sailt, seasoîued %vitlu a lieiaI allowaîice of the stromig re(I pcepper
oîf tlue countrv. wvas rulbed iito lis Iiurts, and( after l)ei rnug fastenced
face (ioivlliards iii tlîh lae u son, lie wsas leit to (lie. 1île h îugercd
for- uuearly foî'tv lours iii inudescibable anguislî.

'lat sir' Il. lKitchecner escaîed a simijla, fate ks dule ta luis %' idu'

and itniate ac(Iuaimtancre wîl i'.strm habits aind modes of lufe.
NeedIle.is, to sav, lie speaks .\mabic like a native, and is, in addition,
c'onver'sant with cverv - batt '*-i.e., local diaiect -spoken betuveemi
Cait'o alid IKliartounli.

As a pnnof of1 titis inas' le îîîenîtioned an incident thai. occurred
duiG eni. Wnolselcv' s advance tilt the Nile. ()lue dari, uiglit two

suspicius-Inoi ng cuau.uc e c catuglit prowlîl. ng 1l(11 î the campih>

and contined in) the guaî'd-tcnt. 1-li an) houir later the patrol stiimi-
bled upon a third Arab stranger, w~ho was quickly arrested and( sent
to keep bis conîpatriots conipan>'. No sooner %vas the new~ arrivai
thrrnst inside the tent than an aninmated dialogue commence(!, andi
was contintied for the best part of an biour. At the endi of duit
tinie the liai) of the tent-i<or w~as quietly lifted. and IKitchener
steppe(i out. -1 1 amn guiiig t the 4 enernal' s uats,'lie es -
J)lained to the astonished sentry: see that yotu kcep a sharp eye
on those two scoundrels in there. Thcv are D ervishi spics. ' A
short whispered consultation, followed by a few brief directions,
ani the afliair %vas settlC(1. At (iaybreak next miorninig the two
Arabs %were mariiched out a little way mbit the descrt, forccd t() dig
their ownl graves, anld then shot.

TH iE W4 lEK M., « U. Ni.vr1 N

'l'lie fini ipreselice and tlbiqutli(oiLsIicSs of C elleial IKitchener bas
long been an article of faith aniong sucb of our Tlmiles as have
liad tlie gnou huck to se artive service litnlvt hn a stonle
at a1 .111gcr a votl. I bit the ira,''tey sas'. This provCrlailso
dates back frontî \Vlce'sC.11uP.1îg. Kitchener %vas wvorkirng ili

dis-uise anionig the fellahieen on the river batik %vhcn a soldier
threw a pie'e of sanidstone a. Iiuîî, in Ilîcti ng a nasty sca lp %vound.
'l'ie nexi niorimng the too-accîirate nîarksimn w's paraded at the

orer -o nand utu:.it that even a -blnoni n'i iu-gger- osse

K\itchener dearlv lov es his or.'l'O iiiii the l'gyp)tiail armiv
oWes everlythl;ig. 'len yecars ago the fellabecen soldiers of the
ancient land ofthe l'haraobis %vere a byword a nîd a reproacli w~lrner-

evel' thleil r rname wais k nownl. Vive thouisand of thein, uinder IBaker
I aslia, l)roke and led before the l)ervishes ait VI1 't'eb) afteu' the
fasli on or a ilock of friglitened sbeep. Il undreds aliowed thenli-
selves to l)c spcaired to <ieath ivitbout ever atteimj)ting resistance.
Nlilitarv mien %vere in despair.

.'l'lie l'gyîitian is a coward to the h)ack)one, and lie wvill neyer
bie anyttiing cisc. Cen(turies of opp>Iression and injustice have
broken lus spirit,'- so said mie fainios auithoritv.

-1 Not so,*' uirged IKitchener. - Give imi a chance. 'l'le saine
blond courses in bis veins as rils in those of tbie Nvild Arabs of the
desert. i scipli ne, discipli ne, discîpli ne-that is Uic one tbing

So, \vith the lKlicdive's firman iii bis pocket. and a strong be-
lief, anîouinting aliiios. to a conviction, ini tic excellence of bis lie\%
materials, lic set to w~ork. I1n twelve niontis hie liad completely re-
0 g.Lni/e(l the V-5-ptian arniv. 'l'lie indiscrimi nate lise of Ulie whl
wvas stri('tly' forI>idden . pecuilation. bribîiig andI corruptionl %ere
ptit down i witli a mernt band ; and cvery i udividural olhîceri'i an<l a
%vas ina(lc to féed that the eve of a niaster %v'as tipon i un.

Swvift to recognii.e mierit, and possessinig vast and arbitrar>'

pow~ers, lie alloved rno one nor anything to stand( in tie wvay of Uic
task, lie liad set hiin'self to accomj)lisbi. One of the firsi. ofmcers to
be superseded %vas ai personal friend and a relative of the Kiledive.
As farl asb possible lie avoided havi ng î'ecoursc to ex\tr*eme mneasures,
but wîhen the tune camne tii act lie did ni. shrk bis dutv. lit one
dIav no I'ctver ilian threc general wlicers, whIo refused to resignl thecir
comisionsIs, %vere tried by <'ou rt-imartial and cashîeî'ed.

Slwvand< suirely Hime resul. of lus ncasitres uvas seen ini the
imcrcased cmfcicnicy I)f the foi-ce lie cominmaîded. 'l'lie l)rivates nu
longer cowcred and sbrank awvay wliemî passing, mie of tijeir i>hiccrs.
'flle ofhicers hegran to talke ain intelligent interest iii the wcilfare nf
their nmen. 'l'lie first real test of bis %vork touk place at Joskî,
%v'ien, on .\uguist 3,r<i, Mq, the Egyptiami cavalrv, supi>orte<l b>'
tlîc 2otlu litissars, succsstilly witlistomi the ieîieate< <lesperate
charges ni W;td.cI.Nj urnîîi' s fanlatical sIlc.1rm1ell. Whell it ks rchlecteil


