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that ecdi has its advanrtages. I have seen too mnanv disastersfollow a blind adlierence to vaginal hysterectoiny in coinplicatedcases to desire to practise that method exeept in certain casles ofsepsis and malignant disease. Nowî that the fierce eontroversieshave ýceased, it must be apparent to the candid observer thatsurgeons in general prefer to work with the aid of the eye, as *wellas the fingers, witli fthc patient in Trendelenburg's po.sture, andthe intestines earefully wralled off with gauze. The question of thepropriety of reinoving the appendix in evcry abdominal operationas a routine ineasurc bas always found favor iif nie (of course,under proper conditions), and I have had no untoward resuit inupwards of five hundred cases.

The questions of flushing the pelvie or abdominal cavif y anddrainage have heen the battlegrolln( of abdominal surgeons duringflie past twentyhfve years. Thankzs to our present knowledgc ofphagoeytosis and flie wonderful absorptive poiwer of flic healthyperitoneum, we have learned that irrigation (ecepf perhaps indesperate cases of diffuse septie peritonitis, or viseeral wounds,wili flic eseape of stomacli or intestinal contents) is likely fo domore ha rni than good, and wc have reversed the former dietum:''When in doulit, drain.'' Our old teacliers would turn in thcirgraves to sec the apparent reeklessness witli îhieli ive simplyinop ouf pus and close flic wound wifhout drainage. If seemsstrange fiat flic nafural incfiod of drainage per vaginani wasnof adopfed earlier, thougli I. know personally tît Marion Simstried if when I was a student. Wien lie advoeated lapa-rotonîy for gunshof xvomnds at the firnp of President Garfield'sassassination lie 'vas regarded as a dreamer, but I renueniber theniglif in the old Chambers Sfreet Hlospital when Williamî T. Bull-lien a young and rising surgcon-iad flic courage f0 carry oufthis suggestion witli brilliant sueeess, and, likçe B~yron, "awoke fiencxf morning to find lîimself famous." Our modern mefhods are,aff cm ail, nof ncw diseoveries, but sinîply aceretions of knowledge.We ean cast no reliable horoscope of flic obstefries and gyne-cology of flic future whicli does flot f ake into consideration thepmoblcm of medjeal education. When we recali the pompons c-furers of flic old days, flic dramafie surgical clinics, wifli their4gallery-pIays " (amnd " cleaning up " behind flic seenes), wecan ollly compare them with flic spectacular warfarc of theNapoleonie era as confmasfed with ftle cold, business..like, long-rangeannihilation of fhousands wiich. will mark future wars.The substitution of mecitations and demonstrations for formaldidactie lectures, personal instruction of small sections of stu-


