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NEWS OF THRE WEBK.
Tug + New Year” dawns gloomily.  The politi-
cal horizan is overcast with clouds, and the mut-
terings of the coming lempest are already dis-
tmctly audible to the attentive listener. The
yenr 1S60 hur been full of troubles—that «f
1861 wiil in atl buman probability furpish a still
darker chapter for Lhe history of Europe, and of
the humau race.

Again, 2 1n 18538, France is threutening Aus-
tia. Tl time iy is uo less than the cession of
Auslria’s Venetiae Provinces which the French
desput exacts as the price of his forbearance.—
Aastria st sell Venetia, or [taly, in the spring of
%31, shalt a gy be the battfe-field of contending na-
tions. T'n wive furce to his demands, the French
Emperor is stirring up revolution in ungary, whi-
ther we may expect tn see Garibaldi soon sent,
wilh another army of flibusters to attack Aus-
tria in the rear, whilst in the [root she is men-
aced by 1l canbined armies of Louis Napoleon
snd Victor limmanuel. The latter is making
bt slow progress towards tie reduction of (Gaeta,
and nowe whalever towards the pacilication of his
late dishonestly acquived dominions.  The name
of Piedinost is an sbomination to the Neapoli-
tans, the rale of Victor lZmmaouel a hated des-
potism against which 1hey are everywhere rising
It i the old story of La Vendee over
again. On the one »side we bure the brave,
loyal, but undiseipiined peaple of Southern ltaly
roshing agaiost the invaders of thewr country j—
on the otier side, we see the army of * foreign
srercenaries,” against whose disciplive and num-

bers, valor, aod patriotisma are of no avail.  All
the well known horrors of the execrable ¢ fustl-
tades™ and “ noyades™ of th: first French Re-
volution are again renewed in Calabria, and
amongst the bold peasantry of the Abruzzi; and
again, a6 1 the “ Reign of Terror,” these bru-
tulities are exereised in the holy name of liberty.

With respect to Naples the policy of Louis
Napoleon is, as it is in every other respect, mys-
terious ; 1t 1s possible, however, that he is not
displeased with 1he dixgraces of Victor Emma-
wucl, and that a Murat dynasty is the “idea”
with which the disinterested chivalrous rufer of
Fraoce m now possessed. Ele istoo clear-sighted
to believe in the possibility of ¢ Italian Unity,
or in the fusion into one race of the Piedmont-
ese and the Neapolitans, who mutually hate one
another. In the abortive efforts of the Sardi-
sian mooarch to establish order in Italy, Louis
Napolecn will find excuses for agamn actively in-
terfering in Ttaliso affairs, and in the wreconcil-
sble aptagomisms of tbe North and South, be
will discern that * inexarable logic of facts,” to
which be loves to appeal, and winch will justily
the establishment of a separate Neapolitan King-
dom under the rule of a descendant of Joachim
Murat. This we believe 1o be the Ewperor’s
resl design.

The Pope, bumanly speaking, is at the mercy
of bis enemies. He has notbing lelt but ile
words of Christ— T €3 Petrus,” and the
everlasting promises of Almighty God. ‘These,
10 u Cavour, \o a Victor Emmanuel, 1o a Louis
Kapoleon, may seem but as a rotixn reed, but to
the Christian they will give full assurance that
the Lord will yer arise, and that LLis enemies
alull be scattered. The ¢ gates of bell shall not
presail,” unr the words of the Holy One prove

marme.

a vain and emjty lie.

Fresh troubles are brewing in India. Once
again revolt is breaking out in the Provinces,
whore people are diagusted at the new income
tax, ond BMutiny is making lideous ravages
smongst the troops, both natire and European.
Wheuce this proceeds we know not, but it por-
tends no good to British rule in the Juast.

And on this Continent the unposing fabric of
the United States is fast breaking uvp.  Seces-
sion is now, though it be but for the mowment, un
fait accomplt, aud it wauld be presumptuous to
spcculate even As to the results upon the moral,
social, aud pohtical futare of North America, of
thw great, long-talked of, but oever really be-
lieved in, disruption of the most gigantic Confe-
deration of Stetes, thal the world ever witnessed,
America, as well as Europe, bas her trnubles,
her fears for 1861 ; the New World, as well as

bode tlie approach of troubles, such as have not
been since tne dawning of the first day.

Dynasties, States, Nations, seem as 1t were to
be crumbling away : all, and everything, are and
is in a state of transitton. One institution alone
holds her head erect, and strong in the promises
of Her Spouse, the Catholic Church, calmly
awaits the progress of human events, and the
bursting of the storm. She knows that ber
Divine founder is ever present with her, even in
ihe darkest and gloomiest hour, and that though
heaven and earth may pass away, yet His word
shall not fail, nor His right hand be withdrawn.
‘Phis is the hope of every true Catholic; he
trusts not in men, not in princes, but in the Lord
of Hosts.

And to him who holds firmly by this hope, the
year now entered upon will prove, no matter
what it may bring forth, a “ Happy Year.” He
who bas his {oot firmly planted upun the eternal
verities, beholds without anxiety the revolutions
which time brings forth. We must be prepared
to hear the premature songs of triumph with
which our enemies expect this year to hail the
downfall of the Papacy; we must be prepared
for mauy a trial of our patience, and of onr
faith ; we may expect 10 see the wicked prosper,
the liar beld ia honor; and we wust bear t(he
taunts of our foes with Christran mdifference. We
may marvel perhaps someumes at the long suf-
fering and patience: of od towards His enemies
and the enemies of His Church; but it must be
remembered that-f God is patient, 1t is because
He is eterpal.

When we wrote our article headed * Recipro-
city” which appeared m our jssue of the 14th
ult., we entertained the hope that the Toronto
Freeman would reply thereunto. in the <ame
spirit as that w which that article was couceiv-
ed; and that we should be enabled to lay our
Upper Canadiau contemporary’s reply before
our Liower Cunadian readers, as an argument
why the latt.r siould exert themselves to extort
from the legislature a full concession of the rea-
sonable demuuds of the Catholic minority of Up-
per Canada on the School Question. In this
hope we have been Jdisappointed, for our Toronto
contemporary cither canoot grasp, or else will-
fully perverts, our meaning.

-
I

‘The drift of our article was this :—That the
Catholics of Upper Canada cannot reasonably
expect to obtain the desired amendments in their

School Taaws without the active co-operation of
Fiench Canadians that this co-operation the
Catholics of Upper Canada canuol reasonably
expect, or rightfully claim so long as they allied
themselves, or allowed themselves to be repre-
sented as in any wanner allied with that political
party, which, under the name of “ Protestant
Reformers” and the leadership of Mr. George
Brown, has fong distingwshed Hself by ns bitter
hostility 1o everything Catholic, and to every-
thing Freach Cauudian ; and that therefore to
secure the essentially requisite co-operation of
French Capadians os the Sclool Question, it
was essentially requisite that the Catholics of
Upper Capada sbould, through their recognized
organs of the press, repudiate all sympathy with
the poliey of the said “ Protestant Reformers,”

George Brown, and to all Mr. George Brown’s
political friends and supporters, by their voies at
the next easuing geaeral election, Ia return for
the aid 1o be by tnem given to the Catholic
minority of Upper Cennda, French Canadians
reasorfably iosist as the condition, sine qua non,
that the former shail not again help to swell the
clamor agaiost * French Canadian domication,”
aud shall refroin fromm giving any support, any
countenance, direct or indirect, to any man or
any party who or which avows the object of his
or 1ts policy to be, the giving a preponderance to
Protestant Upper Canada o the legisiature, un-
der the pretence of reguiating Representation by
Pupulation—a measure which, il carried, would
rot only be fwtal to the Catholic interests of
Lower Cavada, bui would effectually deprive us,
of the Eastern seetion of the Provinece, of the
power of again effectually interfermg in behalf
of vur Western boethren.  Our demands, which
the Toronto Freeman represents as exhorbitant,
awount to this—That the Cathelics of Upper
Canaida shall nol cut their own throats, and
shall not be guilty of political suicide, by putting
arws into the hands of their worst eaemies—that
is to say of George Bruwa, of the “ Protestant
Peefortners” sud of any wan who directly or in-
direstly gives any seiblance even of couaten-
ance to George Brown and bis rabid No-Pepery
follnwers.

tfied w making this stipulation, but that they
are bound by dety to themselves, 1o their cous-
try, and to their Churcit Lo impose it as the con-
dition, sirie qua non, of avy fulure iaterfereuce
on their part with the Upper Cauadian School
Question, must, we think be c¢vident from the
followiog consideratiops. That, through their
professed organs cf the press it bas been pub-
licly and frequently proclaimed that Mr. George

the Old, appears to be on tbe brink of revolu-
tisn; and all around us, everything seems (o

N

and should openly evince their hostiity to Mr. |

That the Freuel Canadians are' not only jus-

Canada ; and that at the Toronto Convention—
whereat resolutions Lreathing a spirit of inve-
terate hostility to Lower Canada, and her pecu-
par institutions and protesting against her in-
terference with the School Laws of Upper
Canada, were passed unanimously, and without
a dissentien voice—Catbolic delegates, profess:
ing to be the representatives of the Catholics of
Upper Canada, openly assisted, with the ap-
parent concurrence and approbation of ther co-
religiomsts throughout the Western section of
the Province. 'These are facts which cannot be
denied, of which the importance and deep signi-
ficance cannot be exaggerated, but of which the
effects upon the French Canadian mind can
scarcely be appreciated by auy one not fami-
tiarly acquainted with the aversion which all
honest French Canadian Catliohes ost justly
entertain towards all whom they may reasonably
suspect of hostile designs upon their glorious and
ardently cherished nationahty. The policy of
the Freeman should therefore be to eradicate
from the French Canadian mind the impression
that his friends are favorably inchwned towards
George Brown.

Instead, however, of admitting the facts, and
recognising the apathy of Freuch Canadians
towards Upper Canzdiau interests as the inevi-
table consequence of those facts, the Torento
Freeman of the 27th ult., assails oar logic 1
that we have attributed to the entire Catholic
boi'y, the acts of a * fe1o,” of some one or two
silly individuals, without weight or influence in
the Upper Canadian Catholic commumty. Thus
the Freeman says :—

‘* Because a few Catholics of Upper Canada allied
themselves with the  Clear Grits” us a furlorn Lope !
All the Catlolics and their innocent children must
be sacrificed for that sin! Good! A few inn city
revolt; tirerefore, all the inhabitants must be killed,
their ¢ity deatroyed, nnd not even their children
spared.”

Bnt it we have erred in this matter, to whom
is the fault attributable? To the Toronto Free-
man, himself, we reply; to the Freeman who,
professing to be the organ, and exponent of the
sentiments of the Cathelics of Uppec Canada,
was the warmest advocate of the Clear Grit al-
liance, and the most strenuous champion of the
principle by us assailed, that Mr. George Browa
and the Protestant Reformers were the * natur-
al allies” of the Catbolics of Upper Canada, IF
we have erred, it is merely because we too ready
credited the pretensions of the Freeman to be
fair representative of those in whose name he
addressed the public. Had the Freeman told
us at first, as he virtually does at last, that the
partizans of the Brown alliance were but a pai-
try ¢ few” who by no means adequately repre-
sented the Catholic body—had he warned us
that he spoke, not in the name of the Catholic
boiy, but merely in the name of two or three
individuals, we sbould have attached no import-
ance whatever to the Freeman’s sayings, but
should have treated them with the contempt with
which, according to the Freeman’s own show-
ing, they deserved to have been treated. Hence-
forward we shall be more prudent; and warned
by the Freeman imself of our previous error,
we shall not again commit the blunder of accept-
ing the Toronto Freeman as in any sense, the
exponent of the political views of the intelligent
and respectable Catholics of Upper Canada.

S0 too with the Toronto Convention. The
Catholics who thereat assisted did so as Jelegates
from the entire Calbolic community ; they pro-
tessed to be the representatives of the entire
Catholic body, and we took them at their word.
We learn now, and with much pleasure, that
they were in no sense such representatives and
had no more a right to speak or act in the
pame of the Catholics of Upper Canada than
had the Toronto Frecman in his streauous ad-
vocacy of the © Clear Grit” alliance, and in bis
reiterated laudations of Mr. George Brown and
the * Protestant Reformers™as the “ natural
allies” of Cathalics.

In short, ol two things, one, eitler the Toronto
Freemarn was, or he was nol the organ, o ¢x-
ponent of the seoliments of the Catholies of
Upper Canada, when be advocated an alliance
with the * Prolestant Reformers,” endorsed their
pohicy, and declared thews to be  our matural
allies.”  If he was, then were we perfectly jus-
tified w atributing the opisicos of the Toronts
Freeman to the geoeral body of Catholivs i
Upper Canada ; if he was not, and since he pro-
fessed limse!f to be the exponent of the political
views of that body, then are we justfied in treat-
ing him as a were pretender, and as therefore

YFor this reason we toight well be exeused f
we fook no notiee of lis vague profest against
« Cleur Gritism®™ couched in the following terins:

“In the unme of the Catholica of Upper Canada,
| we do prolest against the snyings ¢ud doiogs of thay
 conveutlino, a3 far as they are contrary to the real
i and jast inierests of Lower and Upper Qanudian Qa-
| tholica.”

5 Tins is not the famguage of au honest man,
I for even George Brown himsell would say as
! much ; for the most rabid * Profestant Reform-
! ers” does not profess to advocate any measures in
[so far as they are unjust to Catholics. But
i what does the IFreeman, what does George

one nol ealiled 10 our respectful consideration. |

This is what we want to know, and what we of
Lower Canada must know before we again i~
terfere in bebali of those who have already
plainly told us to mmnd our own busindss, and
treated our good offices with something worse
than mere wmgratitude. Is Represeatation by
Population just, as towards the Catholic interest
of Lower Canada? Is the outery agamst
Freach Canadian domination just ; is it just that
the Catholics of Upper Canada should continue
to suppost, or encourage, any man who, by main-
taining a political connectign with Geo. Brown,
approves himself the political friend of the enemy,
and therefore himself the emeny, ot the Catholies
of Lower Canadua, and of those in whose name
the Torouto Freeman professed to speak, when
iu a recent article, he prociaimsed ¢ Tue Tie
SevERED” betwixt the Catholics of Upper
Canada and George Brown? ‘These are the
questions to whick we demand clear, explicit,
unambiguous answers.

HEAR BOTH SIDBS.

(Transloted from the Minerve of the 39th uil.)

« The Brantford Courier,a Mimsterial paper
of Upper Canada, takes it upon itself to assert
that the Ministry are in favor ol Representation
by Population ; that they are waiting for a favor-
able opportunity in order to impose this measure
upon both sections of the Providee.

“ We, for one, give a formal denial 1o this as-
sertion. Never will we assent to any oompro-
misc upon a principle so intimately connected
with the existence of our nationalty, of our reli-
mon, and of all that «tll remains to us of the in-
beritance transmitted to us by our forefath:rs,
Eitber Equality of Represedtation for both Pro-
vinces, or dissolution of the Union. Thisshould
be, and shall be undoubtedly the programme of
of all Lower Canudians, whatever may be their
religion or their origin. Al who should sacrifice
one tota of this programme would thereby be
traitors to the oause of justice—traitors to the
cause of Lower Canada, and false to their coun-
try.

“ We are sick of these tbreats proceeding
from a people who are indebted to us for their
prosperity and their progress ; our rights are un-
gnestionable and imprescriptible. ' We will main-
tain them in spite of all the efforts of tbeir as-
sailants.  Once for all, rither Equality of Repre-
sentation for both Provinces, or dissolution pure

ority in representation which, from its popu-
lation, it might bave been entitled to. But
because this on its part was not done, it does
not follow that the sister Province, if she
thinks that sbe is wronged, should not seek
by every justfiable means to have these
wrongs put right.  Should the census of 186)
show that Upper Canada i respect of popu-
lation is far in advance of Lower, and should
the ¢ superior- race,’ as our conteutjinrary
inferentially terms them, s ek to be represented
in the Legislature in proportion, we do not con-
ceive the demand _an unreasonable one-—at any
rate one that the Ministry should shun to meet.
Nor do we think that any injustice or detriment
to Lower Canada could be caused thereby
should the principle be recognised, and - the de-
mand conceded.  So far as spiritual watters are
concerned, it was but the other day (hat the
Premier of Upper Canada adtmitted that the
rights of the Roman Catholic Church, as set
down when Canada was ceded to England, had
to be maintained. That Church enjoys its re-
venues ; is guaranteed the full and free exercise
of 1its religious rites und ceremonies,—and all
thiz it 1s hkely to hold in perpetuity: At any
rate no enactment of the Provincial Lewisla-
ture cao over-ride the solemn Leasus and
Covenant so lonz entered mto; und the most
bigotted or timorous Roman Catholic hus no-
thing whatever to dread on this head. With
regard  to other religious denominations,
Church and State, havelong been separated:
members of Pacliament are not very fond of
embarking in discussions odwum theoligicum ;
and Christians, whether orthodox or sectarian,
have nothing whatever lo lear from Representa-
tion by Population being carried. Norin sees-
la- affairs do we tlunk any uppreliension pesd be
enterfained. Neither Upper nor Lower Canada
are likely to eat wp encii other. DPeople are
i more clear-sighted and clear-headed than they
used to be ; and it is found the hest policy fo
work as far as possible with, rather than sgainst
our ncighbors. When Mr. Brown maid: this
measure a plank in bis platform, the worgiug of
it was to be guarded hy checks and guarimtees.
If, when the Census is taken, the Ministey are
satisfied that tha measure is a necessarv cae,
why should not they take the same pre-aufions,
and see that in o shape shall the matecii) in-
terests of Lower Canada suffer? 1t is uofair,
i we think, to aaticipate their policy 3 and al
together unjust to condemn thetn, or even sus-
pect them, before it i» annsvnced. "Phe True
Witness may depend upon tt. Lower Canuda
will not be lost sight of, nor its contectmont

et stmple of the Union.

# But it is not true that the Ministry are m
favor of Representation by Population. 'L'be
Attorney-General for Canada West bas energe-
tically declared himself in favor of the Union.—
But to maintain the Uniou, Mr. M<Donald s
perfectly aware that justice must be rendered (o
Lower Canadians. On that question we are,
and will ever be intractable.”

As itis our invariable custom to render impar-
tial justice to all, and always to give both sides
of a story, we feel ourselves bound iu duty, after
our remarks of the 28th ult., to publhsh the above
formal and quasi-offictal repudiation of the po-
licy attributed to the Ministry by their Upper
Canadian orgun, the Brantfnd Cuurier. ‘Uhis
duty we perform with the more nleasure because
we recognise in the prompt action of our French

the Minerve and of ifs patrons, to oppose by
every means at their command any invasior upon
the legitimate right of Lower Canada to an
amount of Representation equal to that of the
Western section of the Province, 32 loog #s a
Legslative Union exists between them. This
is all we ask; but, with less thas this, no Catho-
lic, no friend of Lower Canada, should be con-
tent. Let the Clear-Grus, and Protestant Re-
formers, of the West rave as they will; we,
strong in our rights, strong in the justiee of owr
cause, and strongest of all in our union, may well
despise their threats. They are, and we bave
long known them to be, our enewnies ; therefore,
we fear thet not, for we feac caly our false
friends. From the latter, from onr friends, our
litany rums, ** Good Lord, deliver us.”
protect ourselves from our enemies.

Only this would we add—that wa trast that
the bold and determined attitude of one Cana-
dian Statesmen, at the next eosving, and alf sub-
sequent sessiovs of Parliament, may justify the
brave words of the Ainerve. If wpon this
question of Representaticn by Population the
Ministry will for onee apprare themselves men
not to be dauuted by threats, avery true Catlio-
lic should be prepured to do then justice by giv-

We can

ing to them lis enpport at the bustings.

On the other beod, the Blontread Ptlo, also
a Ministermi paper, in its 1ssue of the 29ih ult.,
speaks m a very dilferent stram from that adopt-
ed by the Afimeree. This discord howwist the
organs would seem 1o fndicate that, on the all-
important, and 1o Catholie Lower Cagada, vital
question of ¢ Represemtation by Population,”
very different views exist, as betwixt the Freneh
and Eaglish portions of the presvar Mimstry.—
The Pior sayss—-

« Without pretecdiog to know what ure the
intentions of Ministers, or what is thew poliey
in regard to the Upper Canuda ery for Eepre-
sentation by Papulution, we think the rugges-
uons of the True Wiiness of yesterday, on the
subject, very umwise and very injudicious.—
We do not know how far the authonlies it
1 quotes can be takea us 1elinble, but wa should
' be sorry if Miuisters were to shirk the ques-
! tion, or be unprepared 1o take action upon it,

Yifatis forced upop lhem. Tt is true that at

Brown and the ¢ Protestant Reformers” are the | Brown, what does the “ Protestant Reformer,” tlie ume of the Uion of the Provinces, Lower
o natural allies” of the Catholies of Uppér consider just to the Catholics of Lower Canadal Caaada did aot sesert that numerscal super-

cotemporary a firm determunation, oo the part of :

and prosperity jeopardised in any shape or form,
{ whatever comes of Represeatation by Popula-
ftion. But the advocates of the measure are
| unquestionably entitled to a hearing ; and :f the
' Ministry are in favor of it, with wodifications,
i let it be brought on.” '
! Can it be possible that « Representation by
: Population™ 15 openly countenanced by the Up-
: per Canadiag section of the Ministry, as a mea-
isure caleulated to vain voles for Ministers in
Upper Canada—but openiy  discountenanced by
the Lower Canadian section of the Czbinet, as
a measure which would draw upon its advocates
and abettors, the scory, and exeoration of every
sqund Catholic, and Canadian patriot] We
know not what o think ; we know not how to -
harmonise the semi-official notes ol the Ministe-
¢ ral Minerve with the equally anthoritative warb-
lings of the Minsterial Pi/ot.

The only solution of the difficulty that pre-
sents uselt is this. That on the question of Re-
presestation by Population there 1s disunton in
the Mimstertal camp irself ; that the French
Canadian portion ot the miaistry are opposed
aud the Eanglish portion of that body is favora-
ble to the weasure, and that consequensly we
must expect (o see it treated as an open ques-
twn. But for the ministry, or the French por-
tion thereo, to leuve this question % open™ is to
-abandon the principle upon which alone the ac-
tual systewm can be suecessfutly defended. Itis
not as a measure of detail but as n measure of
principle that we oppose Upper Canadian claim
for Represenlation by Population, and upon the
principle involved wn the axiom that so oae can
urge, in bis behalf, a principle which, however
true in the abstract, be has violated, or allowed
to be violated su bis own benalf. Now the Up-
per Canadians have for years allowed the princi-
jle of Representation by Population to be vio-
lated 1 theic own behalf, and therefore counot
now be permitied to urge it wheo itg application
I
therefore the Freach Caoading Ministers bave
agrerd to feave lhe question an open one i
theic Cabinet, they mast luve abandoned a prin-

might be favorable to ther pretensions.

eiple, for 3f (hey were prepared th maintain that
Papresentation by Papolation wis anjust 1o-
wards Lower Canada aod thecefore, uw is all in-
justigs wmadwm pov se, they couid notin cos-
seience weastut o frave it sa upeo question.

We have returned, aud will often again re-
tura, to this sibjeet, beesase i1 is,a subject which
more thaa xey other, concvins the Catholic in-
terests of Lower Cauada.  Ulhe Pelot and other
servile smeathers of the press may deplere cur in-
doecreet xesl, but tns ahall not detec us from
our duty ar f{rom doing our hest Lo put the Ca-
tholic publie oo their guard against the danger
which evidently meouces the laws, the ianguage,
the Religion, aod all that conslitutes the dis-
tinctive: natiomaluy of Lower Capada. This is
no time for sileuce ; Representaticn by Popula-
tion is a questiog which too oearly affects us to
be treated with indlerence.  Gur opinion as to
the duty of Lowuer Cunadians to refuse, to en-
tertaiu es+0 for « wowent, the degrading pro-
position s wiceatiged wud uachsageable. —




