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Dr. Richard Cox, one of the ablest and most learned | visible to any degree, excepting in Wales, Cornwall, As by far the greater ;;art of our Common Prayer | a thing of no consequence, and that all those who be- v“ARE YOU A " i3
mfjit:g_ | supporters of unadulterated religion. and Cumberland, where the Saxous had been unable | Book consists of the very words of Scripture, and the long to it are the V;lssals c;f the state. If the church PUgl(‘:)Yl[ P[;E' QR ARE 300
e = to penetrate.® whole of it is founded upon Scripture, it may be ex- | were as pure as Abel, the envy and jealousy of Cain (From the G M. )
di essenger.
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SACRED ODE.

[The following sublime Ode to the Deity, composed by one of the
Mmost famous of the Russian Poets, has been translated into the Chi-
’!‘“0 and Tartar languages, written on rich silk. and suspended in the
‘l‘:!é)erial Ifalace-. at Pekin ; and likewise into the Japanese language,
tr hqu in the temple of Jebo, embroidered in gold. The English

anslation possesses the utmost beauty and sublimity, so that it may

lt&ken as a very wonderful illustration of the power with which the
vine Being has written a knowledge of his existence and attributes
On the hearts of men of all nations.]

O Tnov Erervar One! whose presence bright
All space doth oceupy—all motion guide;

Unchanged through Time’s all-devastating flight,
Thou only God !—There is no God beside!

Being above all beings! Mighty One!

hom none can comprehend, and none explore ;

Who fill’st existence with Thyself alone;
Embracing all—supporting—ruling o’er—
Being whom we call God—and know no more!

In its sublime research, Philosophy
Mly measure out the Ocean deep—may count
The sands, or the Sun’s rays; but God! for Thee
ere is no weight nor measure; none can mount
Up to Thy mysteries. Reason’s brightest spark,
Though kindled by Thy light, in vain would try
‘To trace Thy Councils, infinite and dark :
And thought is lost ere thought can soar so high,
E’en like past moments in eternity.

. Thou, from primeval nothingness, didst call
First Chaos, then Existence. Lord, on Thee
Eternity had its foundation; all
Sprang forth from Thee; of Light, Joy, Harmony,
Sole origin—all life, all beauty Thine.
Thy word created all, and doth create;
Thy splendour fills all space with rays Divine,
Thou art, and were, and shalt be glorious! great!
Life-giving, life sustaining, Potentate.

Thy chains the unmeasured universe surround,
Upbeld by Thee, by Thee inspired with breath !

Thou the beginning with the end hast bound,
And beautifully mingled Life and Death!

As sparks mount upwards from the fiery blaze,
So suns are born, so worlds spring forth from Thee!

And as the spangles in the sunny rays
%hr";; rm'xnyd 'h'e silver snow, the pageantry

eav'n’s bright army glitters in Thy praise!

A million torches, lighted by Thy hand,
Wa.nder unwearied through the blue abyss;

They own Thy power, accomplish Thy command,
All gay with life, all eloquent with bliss;

What shall we call them?  Piles of crystal light?
A glorious company of golden streams?

Lamps of celestial ether burning bright ?
Suus, lighting systems with their joyous beams?
But Thou to those art as the noon to night.

Yes! as a drop of water in the sea
All this magnificence in Thee is lost:
What are a thousand worlds compared to Thee?
And what am I, when Heaven’s unnumbered host,
Though multiplied by myriads, and arrayed
In all the glory of sublimest thought,
Is but an atom in the balance, weighed
Against Thy greatness—is a cypher brought
Against infinity?  What am I then? Naught.

Naught but the efluence of Thy light Divine,
Pervmling worlds, hath reached my bosom too;
Yes, in my spirit doth thy spirit shine,
As shines the sunbeam in a drop of dew.
Naught ! but I live and on hope’s pinions fly
Eager towards Thy presence; for in Thee
I live and breathe, and dwell, aspiring high,
Even to the Throne of Thy Divinity !
Iam, O God, and surely Thou must be!

Thou art ! directing, guiding all; Thou art!
Direet my understanding, then, to Thee;
Control my spirit, gnile my wandering heart ;
Though but an atom 'midst immensity.
Still T am something fashioned by Thy hand
1 hold a middle rank, *twixt Heaven and earth,
On the last verge of mortal being stand
Close to the realm where Angels have their birth,
Just on the boundary of the spirit land.

The chain of being is complete in me;
Tn me is matter’s last gradation lost,
And the next step is Spirit— Deity !
I can command the lightning, and am dast!
A monarch, and a slave ; a worm, a god;
Whence caiffe I here, aud how ? so marvellously
Constructed and coneeived, unknown ?  This clod
Lives surely through some higher energy ;
From out itself ulone it could not be.

Creator! Yes! 'Thy wisdom and Thy Word
Created me. Thou souree of life and good !
Thou Spirit of my spirit, and my Lord!
Thy Light, Thy Love, in their bright plentitude
Filled me with an immortal soul to spring
Over the abyss of Death, and bade it wear
The garments of eternal day, and wing
Its heavenly Jight beyond this little sphere,
Even to its source, to Thee, its Author, Thee.

O thought ineffable! O vision blest!
Though worthless our conception all of Thee)
Yet shall Thy shadowed image fill our breast,
Aud waft its homage to Thy Deity,

; God! thus alone my lowly thoughts can soar;
Thus seek Thy presence. Being wise and good !
*Midst Thy vast works, admire, obey, adore ;
And when the tongue is eloquent no more,

The soul ghall speak in tears of gratitude.

THE HISTORY OF THE PRAYER BO(SIEi
(By the Ven. Archdeacon Beréns, M.A.)

CHAPTER I.

Origin of the Prayer Book of the Church of England— Eng-
l;sa}:d’l'{:ii).slmmns of the Bible— First Prayer Book of Eg.
The wise and pious men who, towards the mjddle
?f the sixteenth century, engaged in the work of free-
lng the Church of England from the blemishes and
Imperfections, which had crept in during the darkness
of the middle ages, were obliged to proceed with wary
and hesitating steps during the reign of the despotic
and capricious Henry. Attached by early education
and habit to most of the peculiar doctrines of Roman-
18m, his personal vanity was enlisted in the same cause
Y the praises, which, from almost all parts of Eurnpe:
d:;‘i been lavished upon his book against Luther in
ence of the seven sacraments maintained by the
hurch of.R/ome, for which book he received from the
llt:)tl::'ntlh:bt"ltl? of “ Defender of the Faith.”” Henry's
Sy tlhlet(]:z were good, his attainm?nts as a scho-
and his exaggerz%tl::l) e i mco.nsldera‘ble,
concurred with hi il l‘ns Qremgat}ve kg
: Is confidence in his own intellectual
power.s.m rendering him little disposed to brook any
Opposmon. to his will. In the early part of his reign
the_re was in his character much that was generous and
amiable; but towards the close of it, when his temper
Was soured by the disappointment of his hopes of hap-
Piness from marriage, by the attempts of the court of
Rome to incite his subjects to sedition and rebellion
by the practices of its emissaries, and at length by dis-’
ease, he degenerated into a sanguinary tyrant. Pro-
:;:ltants and Pa;fists were in almost equal danger. On
€ one haud, Sir Thomas More, and Fisher bishop of
iy h'GSter, tv.vo of the most learned, honest, and pious
en in the kingdom,* were brought to the scaffold for
denymg the king's ecclesiastical supremacy ; and on
the other, Bilney and Frith, and the noble-minded
Anne Askew, together with many other conscientious
and single-hearted persons, were cousigned to the
flames for not admitting that the actual body of Christ
Was present in the Holy Eucharist. In one instance
on the very same day that three Protestant clcrgymen:
& arnes, Ge:rrard, and Jerom, were burnt in Smithfield
Or combating the tenets of the Church of Rome, Abel,
4 etherstone, an.d Powel, three zealous Romanists, were
Xecuted as traitors, for denying the king’s supremacy
Henry the Eighth died the 28th of January, 1547,
Rl::ht;:e accession of his son Edward the Sixth gave
R opes and encouragement to the advocates of the
Ceformauon. Edward was affectionately attached to
ti:r:mlner, who had been one of his sponsors at the bap-
al font; and his education had been entrusted to

- .

Both Fisher and More, however, persecuted to the death
0se whgm they ealled Leretics.

Collier, ii. p- 182,

th

The deceased king left a will, which was drawn up
about two years previously, but by his direction tran-
scribed, signed, and attested, about a month before
his death. In this will* Heory appointed Cranmer,
together with fifteen persons of rank, most of them
high officers of state, to be his executors. Amo.ng
these, the earl of Hertford was elected, and forthwith
proclaimed, protector of the realm, and governor of
the king’s person until he should complete the age of
eighteen years. For this office lie was deemf.:d most
fit, as being the king's uncle by the n}other s side,
very near to him in blood, but yet not in any degree
capable of succeeding to the crown. In about a fort-
night after his appointment to this dignity he was cre-
ated duke of Somerset.T = The protector was well dis-
posed to further the work of reformation; and under
his auspices it made rapid progress, thougk} Do step
was taken precipitately, or without much consideration,

One of the first objects of Cranmer and his fellow-
labourers was to enable the people of this land to join
in the public worship of the Chureh, both with ﬂ'le
spirit and the understanding, by having that worship
colebrated in their own language.  They justly argued,
that *“it was a thing plainly repugnant to the Word of
God, and the custom of the Primitive Church, to have
public prayer in the Church, or to minister the sacra-
ments, in a tongue not under-tanded of the people.”
The several separate bouoks, however, for the public
offices of the Church, the Missal or Mass Book, the
Breviary, and the Ritual,} were at that time all in La-
These books were not only in Latin, but also,
ce they contaiued much that was
llent and well calculated. for the
n, yet many later additions had
been made to them, strongly tainted, in the judgment
of our reformers, with superstition and error. Accor-
dingly, in the first year of Edward’s reign, the Con-
vocation inquired into the progress which had been
made at their desire, in examining, reforming, and
publishing the divive service; and in the following
year, the king appointed the archbishop of Camel.'-
bury, with other learned and devout bishops a_nd di-
vines, to draw an order for divine worship, hav1’ng re-
spect to the pure religion of Christ t.a.ught in the
Scripture, and to the practice of the Primitive Church.§
With Cranmer were associated Ridley and five other
and also six distinguished divines, one of whom

tin.
though in substan
primitive and exce
purposes of devotio

bishops, :
was Cox, almoner and preceptor to the king, and dean
Oxford.] The

of Westminster, and Christ Church,
Prayer Book was probably compiled by only a fcw of
the commissioners, particularly Cranmer and Ridley;
discussed and assented to by others; and, when enact-
ed, protested against by three of the bishops, Day,
Skyp, and Thirlby.5f ;

In entering upon this important undertaking, Cran-
mer and his associates proceeded with that wisdom
and prudence which characterized all their proceed-
Their object was not to innovate, but rather

ings. s
It was their

to prune away and remove innovations.

wish, according to their commission, to retain what- |
ever was sanctioned by Scripture, and by primitive |
usage, and to reject nothing but what savoured of su- |
perstition, or tended to encourage erroneous vicws,
either of doctrine or of religious worship. Nothing
was farther from their thoughts than the presumptu- |
ous notion of composing an entirely new form of pub-
lic devotion. They adopted in great measure the
formularies, which had Tong been established in the |
country, and sanctioned by gencral use, merely {reeing
them from the blemishes which had adhered to them
during a period of ignorance and superstition, and |
making such scriptural additions as they appeared to [
require.

It seems to have been often assumed by learned
men, that there was originally some one apostolic form
of Liturgy** in the Christian Church, to which all the
monuments of ancient Liturgies, and the notices which
the fathers supply, might be reduced. But the truth
is, there are several different forms of Liturgy now in
existence, which, as far as we can perceive, have been
different from each other from the most remote period.
The Oriental Liturgy was established, as its name
imports, in the Eastern parts of Christendom; the
Alexandrian was used in Lgypt, Abyssinia, and the
country extending along the Mediterranean towards,
the West; the Roman prevailed throughout Italy,
Sicily, and the civil diocese of Africa; and the Galli-
can Liturgy was adopted throughout Gaul and Spain. T
A substantial uniformity appears to have pervaded
all, though this uviformity did not preclude
some degree of variation. The bishop of each Church
seems to have possessed the authority of altering his
own Liturgy by the addition of new ideas and rites:
and the exercise of this power, either individually or
collectively, accounts for the variations which we find
in the Liturgies now extaunt, originally derived from
the same general model. y

It is clear from the testimony of ancient wiiters,
that the religion of Christ had been preached in the
British isles, and many converts made, at a very early
period. In the fifth century, Christianity seems to
have been generally embraced throughout England.
When, in the year 429, Germanus bishop of A.ux-
erre,{} and Lupus bishop of Troyes, were sent into
this country to arrest the progress of Pelagianism,
they are said to have brought with them the 'Galllcan
Liturgy, which differed materially from t!\at in use at
Rome, and was similar to, or rather identical with, the
Spanish or Mozarabic§§ Liturgy, which had long been
adopted in Spain. [[| This fact, however, appears not
to be clearly established. Towards the end‘of t.he
following century, the Saxons by repeated victorles
had obtained possession of nearly the whole of 'Eng-
land. As their conquests extended, they establ_ls}}ed
their own heathenism, demolished the Christian
Churches, and suppressed the true worship as far as
their dominions reached. Pagavism became the pre-
vailing religion, and \he Church of Christ was no where
B e
«In the name of God, and of the
our Lady St. Mary, and of all the

It requires the Dean and Canons
solemn obits” for the deceased
s on to establish the

them

* The will begins thus,
glorious and blessed Virgin,
holy company of Heaven.”
of Windsor * to keep yearly four
monarch, and then in the same clause goe
Poor Knights of Windsor.

t Hnyisrd’s History of Edward VL ;

These books were in separate volumgc. The M"‘.’l or
Mass Book was for the most part very ancient, and mmu_hed
the ground-work of our present Office for the Holy Communion.
‘I'be Breviary, which in some degree answers 'f’ our pregent
Morping and Evening Service, seems to hl‘ue had its name h‘otﬂ
its being formed out of the several Sﬂ'vlce.Bouka, the Anti-
phonarium, the Hymnarinm. the Qollefunum, &e. &c: used
it the Latin Church. For the Latin Ritual were anb.s('nu?ed
our Offices for Baptism, Confirmation, Matrimony, Visitation

of the Sick, and Burial of the Dead.

dwell from Strype. 3 ¥
ﬁ g:{lc:e,nd Strype. Burnet gives a different list, Itis

i that the larger number was appointed in the
g:’:";:g::::;:lgn the year 1547, when the Order for the Com=
wunion was to he drawn up, and was n(ter\vard'u reduced to the
commission mentioned by Strype, when the object was to com=
pose a Book of Cnmm(ll{x{ ll]’rayer- —Cardwell.

dlev’s Life of Ridley.
!In li’l:]l;eyfc:'sl‘()rigiucs Liturgice. N.B. Mr. Palmer uses
he restricted sense, as denoting the

the word “Liturgy” in t ;
2 Y ¥ n of the Eucharist.

service used in the celebratio
Palmer.
+t Palmer P

1 Collier, vol. i. p- 43, Bt -
§§ Mozarabic, 80 called by a wrong pronunciation of [.n‘xg
Arabie, the Saracenic or Arab conquerors of Spain being mixed

and incorporuted with the originu.l inhnrl_nitnnts. That excel-
lent man and able minister, (_}nr(!uml Ximenes, took eﬂ’ec‘tuﬁl
care to preserve the Mozarabie rites. He orderf-d t!]e Missal
to be fairly transeribed, and f::umlv:d a College of Priests, thO
are bound by their constitution to say the Mozarabic service
every day in & chapel belonging m.lhc Cuthedrn! at ’.I‘olcdo-
The same practice was continued in sevgral“parlshes in that
city, and in & chapel at Salamanca.—Collier, ii. 253. :
[l See that excellent and most learned book, Palmer’s Ori~

( gines Liturgic®, vol. i, p. 8, and 166.

‘whom they were sent.”

| cide on the perfections of the rival ritualists.

It was this depressed state of the Church, which
induced Gregory the Great, in the year 596, to send
Angustine the monk into England, to attempt the
conversion of its Saxon conquerors. In the year after
his arrival, having made considerable progress in the
great work on which he was sent, and baving been
himself consecrated at Arles as Metropolitan of the
English nation, Augustine despatched messengers to
Rome to announce his success, and to request the
pope's resolution of several questions. Ove of these
questions was, that since there was such a diversity be-
tween the offices of the Roman and Gallican Churches,
he desired to know which he should follow ; Gregory’s
answer was, that he should choose that which was most
proper for the English Church.f One of the high-
est authorities on this subject, however, says, ¢ There
can be no doubt that Augustine and his companions
carried with them the Sacramentary of Gregory, by
In fact, the liturgical books
of the Anglo-Saxon Church in subsequent times were
nothing else but transcripts of that Sacramentary.—
As, however, each bishop had the power of making
some alterations in the Liturgy of his Church, in pro-
cess of time different customs arose, and several be-
came so established, as to receive the names of their
respective Churches. Thus gradually the “uses” or
customs of York, Sarum, Hereford, Bangor, Lincoln,
Aberdeen, &c. came to be distinguished from each
other.}

The Missals and other ritual books of York and
Hereford have been printed. The “use'’ or custom
of Sarum derives its origin from Osmund, Bishop of
that see in 1078, and Chancellor of England. Of
Osmund we are informed that he built a new cathe-
dral; collected together clergy, distinguished as well
for learning as for a knowledge of chanting; and com-
posed a book for the regulation of ecclesiastical offices,
which was entitled the “ Custom book.”  The sub-
stance of this was probably incorporated into the Mis-
sal, and other ritual books of Sarum; and ere long
almost the whole of England, Wales, and Ireland
adopted it.§ The other Missals and Rituals used in
England differed from it very little.

Nearly at the same time that Osmund established
in his diocese, and ultimately in the greater part of
England, his book of Divine offices, the arrogant and
imperious Hildebrand || determined that the liturgy of
the universal Church should be performed in Latin
only. For seven or eight hundred yearsq the service
of the Church was, generally speaking, performed in
the vernacular or common language of every country.**
How it happened, that a custom so contrary to reason
and common sense as that of celebrating the public
service in a language not * understanded of the peo-
ple’” should have prevailed, and should still prevail so
extensively in Europe, it may be expedient to explain.

The conquering arms of the Romans had introduced
their language very generally into the countries of
Western Europe and of the north of Africa. In these
countries Latin, being geuerally spoken by the more
educated classes, became the language of their litera-
ture, of their courts of law, and of religion. The use
of Latin, however, as in some sort the vulgar tongue,
which had prevailed throughout the countries alluded
to, gradually ceased in several of them during the
course of the ninth century; and the language of the
first conquerors was insensibly corrupted or superseded
by the barbarous jargon of their more recent invaders.

f Latin thus became a subject of study, and all know-

ledge of it was prescatly confined to the priesthood
and men of learning.

It seems clear, however, that in France as well as
in Italy, the services of the Church continued to be
performed entirely in Latio, and even that sermons
were for some time delivered in that tongue to an au-
dience most imperfectly acquainted with it. But in
Spain, the Gothic ritual had supplanted the Roman,
—if indeed the Roman had at any time been received
in Spain,—and at the middle of the eleventh century
it was universally prevalent in that Church. Soon
after that time, by the united influence (as is said) of
Richard the papal legate, and Constance queen of
Leon, Alfonso, the sixth of Leon and the first of Cas-
tile, was persuaded to propose the introduction of the
Roman liturgy. The nobility, and the people, and
even the majority of the clergy, warmly supported the
established form; and after some heats had been ex-
cited on both sides,a day was finally appointed to de-
To this
effect, recourse was had, according to the customs of
those days, to the “judgment of God;” and the trial,
to which they were first submitted, was that by com-
bat. Two knights contended, in the presence of a
vast assembly, and the Gothic champion prevailed.
The king, dissatisfied with this result, subjected the
rituals to a second proof, which they were qualified to
sustain in their own persons,—the trial by fire. The
Gothic liturgy, says the old Spanish historian, from
whom the story is taken, resisted the flames, and was
taken out unhurt, while the Roman yielded and was
The triumph of the former appeared now
when it was discovered that the ashes
of the latter had curled to the top of the flames, and
leaped out of them. By this strange phenomenon the
scales were again turned, or at least the victory was
held to be so doubtful, that the king, to preserve a
show of impartiality, established the use of both litur-

It then became very easy, by an exclusive en-
though gradu-

consumed.
to be complete,

1es.
gouragement of the Roman, effectually,
ally, to banish its competitor. {}
It is probable that in England all the offices of the
Church were performed generally in Latin some time
before the Norman Conquest. And not only were
the public offices of the Church performed in Latin,
but the Latin translation of the holy Scriptures, com=
monly called the Vulgate, was the only translation
which was permitted to be in common use.

At the commencement of the Christian zra, the
Latin was generally supplanting the Greek as a gene-
ral language, and it soon might be called the language
of the Western Church.  From the testimony of Aa-
gustine, it appears that the Latin Church possessed a
very great number of versions of the Scriptures, made
at the first introduction of Christianity, the authors of
which were unknown. One of these Latin transla-
tions appeared to have acquired a more extensive cir-
culation than the others, under the name of the “ Old
Italic.” Towards the close of the fourth century,
Jerome, who had previously engaged in a review of
the old Italic version, translated the Old Testament
from the Hebrew into Latin. This version, which
surpasses all former ones, at length acquired so great
authority from the approbation it received from Pope
Gregory I., that ever since the seventh century it has
been exclusively adopted by the Roman Catholic
Church, under the name of the Vulgate version: and
a decree of the Council of Trent, in the sixteenth
century, commanded that the Vulgate alone should
be used, whenever the Bible is publicly read, and in
all sermons, expositions, and disputations; and pro-
nounced it to be authentic.}f

* Collier, vol. i. ¢. 61, 62.
Palmer, vol. i. § Palmer, vol. i. p. 186, 187.
E Pope Gregory VIL € Bingham says 1000.

* This assertion is supported, says Heylin, (Hist. Ref. p.
66,) by Lyra and Agquinas, two as great clerks as any in the
Church of Rome. See 1 Cor. xiv. 9. 16.

1t Wagddington’s History of the Church, vol. ii. p. 97 (from
M‘Cric), A narrative substantially the same, but differing in
a fe“{ minute particulars, is given by Robertson, Charles '
Y0l 1. note xxii.

11 Hartwell Horne, vol. ii.

t Collier, i. p. 48.

|

pedient here to mention what steps were taken for the
purpose of enabling the people of this land to read
the Dible in their own language.

(70 be continued.)

WHAT IS THE CHURCH?
( By the Rev. William Jones, of Nayland.)

would hate its offerings and sacrifices. If its order
| and economy were as perfect as in that church which
covered the face of the earth in its passage to Canaan,
the self-interested spirit of the mercenary Balaam
.would endeavour to bring a curse upon it, and blast
its greatness. If its governors were as manifestly
supported in their commission as Moses and Aaron,
the spiritual pride of Corah would set up the holiness

The three great subjects, with which a Christian
Minister is concerned, are the Word of God, the |
Church of God, and the Christian Life. Circum- |
stances and occasions willsometimes direct his thoughts |
to one of these, and sometimes to another: but so:
long as any of the three are before him, he is within |
the circle of his duty. -

I was led to the subject of the following essay, by
an accident. I am a curate in the country parish; |
who make it my business, and have found it my plea- |
sure, to teach the children of my people, privately in !
my own house, and publicly in the Church; and I am, |
for the present, the only Sunday Schoolmaster of the
p.lace. In the course of my instructions, I had occa- !
sion to observe, that the Catechism of the Church of |
England, though a most excellent summary of the
Christian doctrine, is deficient in one point, viz, the
Constitution of the Church of Christ; the knowledge
of which in a certain degree, is necessary to the pre-
servation of that charity which is the end of the com-
mandnent; and for the want of which, so many are
drawnaway from the Church, who would certuinly
have remained with it if they had known what it is.
Yet isour catechism not so deficient, but that it in-
cludes the grand distinction betwizt the world and the
Churci; which distinction being explained, I' found
we weie possessed of a leading idea, which gave so
much ight to my young pupils that I determined to
go threugh the subject.

Asl have been persuaded, ever since I began to
thmk'm. these things, of the great importance of uni-
formit; in worship amongst Christians: so have I been
led toobserve, on the other hand, the many evil con-
sequerces of non-conformity, with the dangerous de-
lusion: of the mind, arising from the harangues of
preacters pretending to extraordinary gifts, while they
are bu balf learned in the Gospel which they under-
take to publish, and are greatly mistaken in the spirit
of it. T see how some men are cheated with the ap-
pearaice of being converted to godliness; when they
are oily converted from one sin to another; from
loving the world, to hating their neighhours; from the
coldness of Church devotion, to an uncharitable heat
agains: the church itself; from the moral philosophy
Of some of our pulyits, to the Antinomian faith, which
gives nien a license to sin; from the drunkenness of
the body to the intoxication of the mind, with spiri-
tual pride and false doctrine.

I am well agsured, that if this subject of the Church,
now so much neglected, and almost forgotten by those
who are most concerned to understand it, should come
to be better considered; there would be more true
pifty, and more peace, more of those virtues which
will be required in heaven, and which must therefore
be first learned upon earth.

Some amongst us err, because they know not the
Scriptwes; and others, because they never consider-
ed the nature of the Church. Some think they can
make ther own religion, and so they despise the Word
of God and fall into infidelity. Others think they
can make their own Church, or even be a Church unto
themsclves; and so they fall into the delusions of
enthusiasm, or the uncharitableness of schism. But,
as there is nothing to enlighten the minds of men, in
}he doctrines of salvation, but the Word of Godj; so,
is their gotbing that can unite their hearts and affec-
tions, byt the Church of God.  Ye are one bread, and
one hody, saith the apostle ; one body by partaking of
one bread; and that can only be in the same commu-
nion,

In the weighing of these things, the prevailing spirit
of the times, and the sanction which it may have given
cither to the profligate sinner, or to the presumptuous
saint, are of no account upon the scale. In the set-
tling of principles, we are never to consider how the
world hath practised, but how God hath taught. The
practice of the multitude, how great soever that mul-
titude may be, hath no influence upon truth: yet it
staggers the minds of many, and carries them away, as
with ap overbearing torrent. lHappy are they who
have g petter rule to direct them. They know that
man applauds, lLighly applauds, what Gop abeminates;
and the higher the applause more room there is for sus-
picion, They know that the voice of the multitude
was against Jesus Christ, when but few were for him ;
and they had jhid themselves and dared not to speak
their ypinds. When Noah followed the direction of
God ip building the ark, for the saving of his house, the
worlq was against him. To them no ark was necessary,
because they had determined amongst themselves, that
there would be no flood; and consequently that Noah
was a bigot, whose undertaking, while it exposed him-
self, was an invidious reflection upon the age. When
the futher of the faithful followed the calling of God,
there was none to stand by and encourage him; he was
separated from his nearest relations; and wheresoever
he went, he was under fears and dangers from people
0‘: a false persuasion. When Jesus Christ brought
with him from heaven, that light which was to be the
glnry of his people; one ruler of the Jews came to
him by stealth in the night, to consult him as a teach-
er come from God. So great was the authority of a
blindeq multitude, that a ruler of the people was
afraiq of being brought into disgrace, by conversing
Personally with the Saviour of the world.

The times, therefore, and the people who live in
them, are never to be considered by us, when we are
secking or following the truth, on the grounds of its
own proper evidence. When it was asked, witha
design to perplex the people, who, of the Rulers, or
of t‘he Pharisees, had believed, our Saviour gave them
a dlf!'erem rule? Why do ye not of yourselves, said
he, judge what is right; without going first to consult
those Who are blinded by false learning, and, with an
appearance of great sanctity, have imposed upon the
people?  «gee™ saith one, “how fast our doctrine
is increasing 1 4]l the learned are going after it; and
you must al| sybmit to it in a very short time.”” And
who are they that thus reason with us? The very
SAME persong who declaim so loudly on the fallibility
of °ll_"‘e“; and ‘yet hold themselves to be little less
than infalliple in the choice of their opinions. Let
€ITOT Ise ag high as it can; and let truth sink as low
as a Wicked world can reduce it; the difference be-
tween then, jg the same as ever; and we shall still
find it wiser and better to follow the setting sun, as
Columbus diq when he discovered the Indies. The
meteor of heresy, which blazes, and dazzles us for a
while with jig appearance, will burn out, and leave
“"_‘_a spark behind; while the sun only sets to rise
agail.  Syuch will be the fate of the church, and of
the fiocrines of truth by which it is supported.

There neyer was a time from the beginning of the
world, when there was not a party against the church
of God: apg our Israel must have its enemies, as that
church had which came out of Egypt. In the first
age of the gospel, the apostle St. Jude spoke experi-
mentally of those whom he then saw, or prophetically
of ‘hofe whom we should see, that they go in the way
f)f Quzn, and run after the error of Balaam, and per-
ish in the gainsaying of Corah. If our governors

were as cruel as Pharaoh, some would rejoice at it,
and upbraid us with every disadvantage we might be

of the congregation against its priesthood, and the
power of the people against the civil magistrate, who
gives it protection. But none of these things ought
to stagger or surprise a reader of the scripture: they
are all to be expected : these things were our examples :
and the church would not be the church of God if
there were none to rise up against it.

With these considerations in his mind, and not
without them, a reader will be prepared to examine
what I have written upon the church. If any of our
dissenting brethren should look into this little piece,
and find the matter so represented as to engage their
attention, my prayer shall be with them, that God
may give them the grace to cast out the bitter leaven
of a party-spirit; to lay aside all temporal motives
and interests, and consider the church, (as 1 have
done) only so faras it related to the other world. To
any particular or national church, all temporal relian-
ces are but momentary considerations, which pass
away with the fashion of this world; and the church
may be either with them, or without them, as it was
in the first ages; but the church itself, under the re-
lation it bears to Jesus Christ, “abideth for ever.”

WRITINGS AND HISTORY OF ST. PAUL.
(From “ Essays on some of the difficulties in the writings
of St. Paul” by Archbishop Whately.)

The same Apostle, who had been originally so bit-
ufr a persecution of the Christians, was exposed, after
his conversion, to a greater variety of afflictions in the
gospel-cause, than any of the others. He not only
had to endure a greater amount of persecution than
any of the rest from unbelievers, but was also pecu-
liarly harrassed by vexatious opposition and mortifica-
tions of every kind from his Christian brethren. He
was not only *in Jabours more abundant,”’—he not
only endured a double portion of imprisonments,
scourgings, stoning, perils of every kind from the
enemies of the Gospel, being specially hated by the
Jews on account of his being the Apostle of the Gen-
tiles, the ayerthrower of the proud distinctions of
Israel ““ after the flesh;” but he was also troubled by
the perversity of his own converts; especially such of
them as were corrupted by false teachers, who en-
deavoured to bring them into subjection to the Mosaic
law, and laboured to undervalue his claims as a true
Apostle, and to rival him in the estimation of his own
churches,

It is not unlikely that his Lord designed thus to
p!ace him foremost in the fight—thus to assign to
'"“} both the most hazardous, and also the most har-
assing offices in the Christian ministry,—on account
of his having once been a blasphemer and persecutor.
Not as a punishment,—or again that he might atone
and make compensation for his former sin (which no
man can doj) but that he might have an opportunity
of cr.>mpletely retracing his steps, and of feeling that
he did so ;=that he might display a zeal, and firm-
ness, and. patience, and perseverance, above all the
rest, in the cause which he had once oppressed ; that
by having his own injurious treatment of Christians
continually brought to his mind by what he himself
endured, he might the more deeply and deliberately
humble himself before God for it;—that he might
find room to exercise, in his dealings with unbelievers,
all that full knowledge of the perverse prejudices of
the human mind, with which his own memory would
furnish him, by reflecting oun his own case;—and
finally, that both he and the other Apostles might
feel that he was placed fully on a level with them,
notwithst.anding, his former opposition to the cause;
by enduring and accomplishing in it more than all the
rest, by suffering more than he had ever inflicted,—
by forfvarding the cause of truth more than he had
ever hindered it—and by bearing with him this pledge
tha}t God had fully pardoned him—the pledge of his
being counted not only worthy to suffer in his Master's
cause, but to suffer more than any other, and with
greater effect. He who had been accessary to the
stoning of Stephen, himself, alone of the Apostles, as
far as we know, suffered stoning; he who had been so
zealous in"behalf of the law of Moses, was destined
to e_llC.OUmt‘l‘ not only unbelieving Jews, but those
Chﬂﬁ_llfms also who laboured to corrupt Christianity
by mixing the law of Moses with it; he who had
been,.as. he expresses it, “exceedingly mad against
‘l.“f disciples, and persecuted them even unto strange
cn.les," was himself driven from city to city by ene-
mies whose fury knew no bounds, both of his own
C"“"".Y'“_"", and of the senseless rabble of idolaters,
who assailed him like *“wild beasts, at Ephesus."—
He who had misinterpreted the ancient prophecies re-
specting the Messiah, and despised his disciples, had
to e""iu"e not only the contradiction and derision of
unbelievers, but also the wilfulness and perversity of
“false brethren,”” who misrepresented and misinter-
preled. the doctrines he himself taught, and of arro-
gant rivals who strove to bring him into disrepute
with those who had learnt the faith from him.

In all these troubles he was *“ more than conquerer
throug_h Christ that strengthened” him. Trasting
that his Master would enable him to go through the
work to which he had been appointed, and would turn
even the malice apd perversity of men to “the fur-
therance of the Gospel,’” he *rcjoiced that Christ was
preached,” even when it was *through envy and
strife,” by those who “thought to add affliction” to
the Apostle’s bonds; he exulted in that very bond-
age, because it was made the means of introducing
bim to the potice of some among the Romans to
whom he might not otherwise have gained access;
and at Philippi, when cruelly scourged and imprison-
ed untried, by the Roman magistrates, he joyfully
trusted that Christ would make even this a means of
forwarding his cause; which was done in the con-
sequent conversion of the jailor and his family; the
germ, probably of the exemplary church of the Philip-
pians.

A like fate seems to attend the writings also which
this blessed / postle and martyr left behind him. No
part of the Scriptures of the New Testament has
been so unpjustly neglected by some Christians, and
so much perverted by others; over and above the
especial hatred of them by infidels, and some descrip-
tions of heretics. Still may Paul be said to stand, in
his works, as he did in person while on earth, in the
front of the battle; to bear the chief brunt of assai-
lavts from the enemies’ side, and to be treacherously
stabbed by false friends on his own, degraded and
vilified by one class of heretics, perverted and misin-
terpreted by another, and too often most unduly neg-
lected by those who are regarded as orthodox. And
still do his works stand, and will ever stand, as a
mighty bulwark of the true Cbristian faith. He,
after hnving himself “fought the good fight, and fin-
ished his course,” has left behind him a monument in
Lis works, whereby he, ** being dead, yet speaketh;”

a monument which his Master will guard (even till
that day when its author shall receive the “crown of
glory laid up for him’") from being overthrown by the
assaults of enemies, and from mouldering into decay| "¢%% *° the producing of that temper in us, which

This question is often asked of persons suspected
of the undefined heresy of Puseyism; asked some-
times with more honesty than skill, and sometimes
with more skill than honesty.

*“Is it lawful to give tribute unto Camesar, or not?"’

This question was ouce put, with much the same
sort of purpose, as the above sometimes is, and it was
answered as it deserved. It is worth referring to in
this connection.

‘: 'Are you a Puseyite, or are you pot? Answer -
me.

Suppose one of the suspected to be thus accosted
by a modern “Trier,” and to answer * Yes.” The
matter comes to a brief conclusion.

A Puseyite is a Romanist,

This man confesses himself a Puseyite.

Therefore, he confesses himself a Romanist.

4 What next?  He is hunted down; a hue and ery
is raised; and although it is out of fashion to burn
people at the stake, there is a way of muking the
place where they live too hot for them.

Suppose him to answer “No.”" Does this settle
the matter? Far from it. This undefined * Pusey-
ism'’ shapes itself to the *trier's” purpose, and he
proceeds with his logic.

A Puseyite is one who believes in Apostolic Suc-
cession, &c. 3

This man believes in Apostolic Succession.
Therefore ; he is a Puseyite—and,

T!lerefare-——aa before, he is a Romanist,

flm denial comes out rather worse than assent, for
he is not only convicted of Paseyism, but lying. ;
L.e. us try it again. Suppose bim to ask for a de~
finition—* What is a Puseyite?”’ Can he be con-
victed this time? Certainly, What is the asking
for a definition, but an evasion ?

.Every body but a Puseyite would deny at once—
this man does not deny; therefore, he is a Puseyite,
&e.y &e.

There was a time when the public mind, in a part
of our country, was full of the terror of witcllcraﬁ;
and then, o be accused, was to be condemned. We
have all heard of the trial to which witches have
been subjected—a trial which killed the innocent,
and ap?red the guilty from the gallows. = The public
mind is now excited with fear of Puseyism, and the
many, ‘“mad for the benefit of a few,” are violent with
undefined apprehensions—and here t be accused, is to
be condemned.

A Clergyman is charged with Puseyism, and no
matter how pure his life, no matter how unexceptions
able, nay, how excellent and earnest his preaching,
his very enemies being judges, the 'charge is believed:
and then, Puseyism being Romanism, he is believed
to be nothing better than an emissary of the Pope.
No matter, if he denies it—of course he will deny it.
If he asks, “what do you mean by Puseyism "
That he may answer honestly and safely, why he
evades, and is therefore certainly guilty. Nay, but
he preaches sound and true doctrine. T'o be sure he
fioes, says some wisacre, and there is the mischief of
it; he keeps himself concealed, that he may the better
effect his purpose.

This state of things puts every faithful clergyman,
who follows the teachings of the Church, and whose
whole theological system is not a mere *“development™
of Luther's “articulus stantis vel cadentis ecelesic’ —=
into the power of every unprincipled agitator.
Puseyism is what the “triers” please to make it,
Do they wish to conviet a sound churchman of Pusey-
ism? Then Apostolic succession is Puseyistn i—or
the belief that there is any grace in the S;\cralnexlls,
is Puseyism; every Church doctrine is Puseyism;
nothing escapes. Well, he is a Puseyite.—Now, this
effected, what is Puseyism? Puseyism is “ varioloid
Romanism,” that is, Romanism.

If this sort of flexible logic were used only by those
who are not of us, or by the notoriously dishonest, it
would only be the revival of an old trick, and not
worth regarding. But they have taught it to many
others, and cunningly induced them thereby to regard
with suspicion those who have a right to their confi-
dence, till some less pliant logic proves them to have
forfeited it—and even to stultify themselves and to
renounce, under a false name, the very doctrines in
which they have been educated, and which, at the
bottom of their hearts, they still cherish.

What will be the end of this?

Ou the way, many “unstable” and not well ground-
ed “souls will be beguiled;” many seduced into false
positions, in which, like some who have gone to Rome,
they will find that their zeal has made them plenty of
work‘ for r'epentance; there will be hearg-burnings
and jealousies, and calumnies, and falsehoods, and all
manner of hatred and ill-will—there will be plenty
of abuse of the Church, its doctrines and its Minis-
ters, and plenty of cunning applications of the above
noted logic, to convict them all of Popery.

n the end, the Church will triumph, and the doc-
trines in wl.nch she has borne testimony during her
warfare.agmnst Arianism and Pelagianism, and Papal
usurpation, and Puritan destruction, and now braces
it against all manner of latitadinarianism, will come
to be better understood, more heartily loved, more
firmly held, more widely exter.ded.

: As to the question, “ Are you a Puseyite?" T am
willing any man should take my measure,.but not with
an India-rubber tape.  Let him tell me what a Pusey-
ite is, and I will tell him whether I am one or not.—
But that would not suit the purpose. Definitions are
very much in the way of those who have purposes to
serve.

I do not believe in the Pope, or in Purgatory, or in

transubstantiation, or in the worship of the Virgin, or
of Saints, or of images or relics, or in praying for the
dead, &c., &c.  Batl do believe in what I am taught
in the Prayer Book, and I altogether prefer a Church,
to a Presbyterian interpretation thereof. If thisis to
to be a Puseyite—why then they must call me Pu-
seyite, or, if they please, “ malignant,’ which was the
term two hundred years ago,
: It may not be easy to tell what Puseyism is, but it
is easy to say what it is not, and that is something,
and for myself, Mr. Editor, I should like to see re:
printed in your excellent paper, an article to this ef-
fect, which you published two years ago.* The arti-
cle was signed *“D,” and if T may guess, is worthy of
attention, not only from its intrinsic excellency, but
from its source. :

Every honest man will be glad to have the means
of knowing what he is sayiug, when he charges his
Minister with Puseyism—and all to be aided in their
Judgment of this so much talked about, and so little
defined monster.  To be sure, saying what a thing is
not, is not saying what it is, but is an approximation
thereto, and may satisfactorily show what very many
excellent men are, who are called Puseyites,

A Quis.
DEVOTIONS OF THE CHURCH OF
ENGLAND.

(From Dean Stanley's Condemnation
the Church of Rome.

)af the Worship of

Only proper expressions of devotion are comman-
ded or allowed by our Church. TFor the matter of
them, they are such as God himself hath required to
be. served by, are significant of that disposition of
mind which we knew God accepts, 2nd have an apt-

il

under from hard usage; as a sign that the church is

through the negligence of friends.

* This will be given nest week.—Ep. Cl_{.—-



