
saved froin the immense pressure of the prescnt. There was
a sort of rural, -deni-like sinmplicity arnong the people, con-
trasting witlî the business sbarpniess and lcecinnss of thc
l)rcscft. The people hand fécwcr wants, and fcw people wvcre
overwhelinîed %vith dcbt. But thcrc are no Elysian fields
any mnore, and the lialcyon days are past.

In a lifé of thirty ycars ini a new% country one is callcd on
to pass througlî tirnes of trial and distrcss. ln the Iifc of
Dr. Black, sudi periods arc niot wanting.

The first ycar after bis arrivai the Red River broke forth
froni its liimits and for miles the Red River Valley bccanie
one vast lake. Theu site of thc city of Winnipeg %vas enltircly
subilirgcd, a thing that lias flot happened since. 'l'lie sub-
ject of our skctchi thecn occupied the mlanse crectcd b>' the
Selk'irk scttlers.. and whicli stili stands, thoîîgh soniewlbat out
of rcpair. Dr. Black used te o)int out the wvatcr line of thc
flood about thc base of the windows of the tîtanse. The

people wvere iin consternation. It did themii littie good to bc
told that the floods of 1826 wcre a great dcal worse. The
scttlers saw the river gradually risc tili it surrounded flieir
homnes ; by and by lioues andi barnîs that could îîot with-
standI the force of the water, espccially, in lPoint Douglas,
-%cross whici ai swift current ran, were seeni floating dowl"î the
strcani. Aimost aI the settiers, arnnng whoni w~as thecir
minister, wvemt back, frorn the river several miles and wcere
encamiped o11 the rising ground of Little Stony, Mountain.
Last ycar 1E'x-Jttlgc Thoni relttcdl te ie bi-; cxpericiice
during the flood. î-le then dNelt ini thc building iiowv oc-
cupie(l by the llisbiop of Rupcrt's Land. 'f lic occupant., of
the boeuse wcere drivemi t(5 the second story, and dwelt tliere
till the flood, whicbi arosc froni the jamingii of tic ice, ai-
oinwcd the wa.teýrs. to cicapc. The people wverc to bc con-
gratuiatcd that very few lives ivcrc Iost. A contrast to the
floodIs we arc constantly bienring of. sucl as that on1 thc Mis-
souri two years ago, or on the M ississippi, or during this vemy
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