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TIIE EMPLOYIMNT PROBLEM.
Tie report of to Select Standing Com-

mittoe on Immigration and Colonization,
recently. issuod, is repleté with useful in-
formation and suggestions applicablo to
Bomo important 'problems of the day. The
settlement of ier wvaste lands i of the

greatest consequence te Canada; and
more especialhy is tiis to be observed just
now, w-hon the increasing demand fo,
cattle for shipment to Great Britain s
lending many of tie olider settlers an
opportunity of giving their somewhat
impoverished faims a t'est by, devoting
thensselves more to cattle raising, and re-
newing thereby the fortility- Of the soil.
The supply of Canadian cattle for ocean
shipment was almost exhausted the second
weekof the present monthi, and, as the
report states,,it is evident thsat any sur
plus whici wo can afford is not suflicien
to affect a market se vast as that of Greai
Brita'in. The quality Of the vheat grown
in the nevily settled districts lias an os
tablished superiority ; and no oewil
compare for a imoment the position of tho
Manitoba settler or thio ovner of th<
stoniest farm in Ontario or Quebec viti
that of our canlt, whftrfand streot laboror

The recont strikes in the United. SLates
and previously in Canada, with their
attendant disturbancos, are forcing upon
public-attention the fact that we have in
our cities and larger towns on both sides
of the line a largo surplus population for
whom thora is no present use, tnor likely
to be for some time to come ; that, owing
to the depressed condition of all branches
of business and trade, ivith diminished
production inall lines of manufactures,
there is ne employment within their
reacl that ill afford the means of sup-
port for themselves asnd families. There
are two men for every day's work thore is
to be clone, vhile the pay'for that day's
woi'k will barely support one man ; and
the question hov work cau be supplied,
se that these unemployed mon cau earn
their support, bas become the foremost
question of the day, and is written and
talked about as tihe cmployment problem.
This distress and embarrassment which is
brought more directly beforo us during
winter, is by no means confined to the
workingmau, or what wo are accustomed
to cail the laborinig Classes, but emubraces
persons from all grades of employment as
well as those who have done business on
their own account, but have lost employ-
ment or business through the pressure of
the times, and. are now in distressed cir-
curmstances, and in any considoration
Iookciug ta the relief or peopple suLfl'ering
for the iac4 of empioymüent Lhey are as
muei or more eu titiodt te our sympathy
and «aid! itan are thse cornmon iaboring
.classes, s ince th e ceni itsast between their
present anci foriner consdition is greater

aàd nor keni , ft,

Wlhule there ' is. suc], a condi tion. of dis-
tress. and sufferiuliis our commercial andi
xnauuitfacturinig cenutres,,atsd' se littie, ta
is hopeful lui te imusiediate future, sîhen
ive turn Vo ev ar rcultural districts and
interests, we fin(Iitn strangeý eontrast a
condition ofpliutyainU genetal pt-esper-
i ty.' Every Psbhel of iteat, Cori], *rye,
oats, or bnrley; 5oves-y p-ound 'of, beef,
pork, b.utter, ciseese, or, %vool; and inl faet'
ovýes-y produet of5 the soul, is its dlentandc
itnd,'a.t enuraieprices Vo te pr-o-
ýduce,'.-Added te titis is tise1fàeL that-
tisera aiertous of thousarnds jof acr'es of

*fertile lands xinoccutpîcd, iu tho Domuinion'.
w- Lviting for the labor.of, the husbandma.,

.Anong tite propsit.ion 8 tisat bave ýb.e, i
p jrorniueuntiy prapose i as.one mieasure of

Lrelief frosu tixe present overerovdlod con:
-. dition of cities la thiat of the -formation of

colonies niadle up of. tie iiiempiloyed' te
settle upLon and inîpt)love cheap lands,.

3 such aid. being rendfered tisesu in reacingi
1 nsd getting 'a s tort uponi tixeir lands as'

. Irxay 'ho fçund unscesEuiry.. U is -vos-y easy,

ta say, tie unemsployed laborors of Our
city ought to go to the couitry, settie oi
a piece of chteap land, and go te farmuing."
They msigit as weil be told ta buy a steam-
boat and go to steamboating withoiut aid;
the eue isjust as much out of thoir 'each
as the other. Tie settlement of a family
ou newi land intvolves, first, a louse or
cabin of sotue kind thsat will serve as a
shelter ; then a teain (oxen or birses), a
farmu wagon, plow,hiarrow, cultivator', and,
if in. the prairie land o? the Northwest
and where stock is allowed ta titi at largo,
fencing sufilcient te inclose all land pre'
pared for a cr-op, soed for planting, and,
lastly, means for subsistencoe till ground
ca be prepared and a crop grown. ''his
in Manitoba vill extend listo the year
after settletment, althougi good erops ire
oftent iealized from. new breaking. it
wood land Vite six or eight acres clieared
during the first ivinter cannot be propar-
ed te receive any ciop tillsa t iet fall,
after the summter alis dried the encum-
boring brushi and log-heaps inough te
make then burn. Fron the foregoing it
willbe soen tiat, under the muost favoiable
conditions, a colonist will nesed a capital
of fromn $250 te $350 witli which to settlo
upon and imuprove a piece of ncw land.
But little reliance could be placed upon
securing labor from ottes Vo ielp fur-
nisi a support while the land was being

prepared aud the crop growing.
'Without lelp from some source te

mas whso is to.day without enploymet
or money has little chance te becoie a
self-supporting farmper. Tiere have been
but two ways suggested in whisich sucit
aid could be rendor'ed : First, Govern-
ment aid, and second, chtaritablo aid,-
the formation o? Emigrant Aid Societies
te furnishI means to got settlers on the
cheap lands and sustain tien tiete unitil
they become self.supporting. The first
may be disimissed without considoration.

ite second ishighly objectionable,
oven if practicable. The objectionsablo
features are tiat iL is a eharity, te recep-
tien of whicli tends ta pauperize and uin.
dermuine the feelings of self-respect of
the recipient. IV would exclude te class
most needdcin such ain onto'rprise, the
intelligent and sel f-respecting, wihos would
not bring thîemselves te accept such aid.
A colony smado up o? people who would
go out on such terms wouild nover be sat-
isfied with iwit was done for thens, w-ould
alvays incline te lean upon others raLther
tiai depond upon tiei' owns oxertions,
and would carry within it the eloments of
disaster and failure.. It is impracticable in
that tie necessary means could not be.
raised at this time. This pressure is not
felt outside our cities, and n10 aid could,


