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"No. 66.—THE LATE HON. T. D. MoGEE, ,
It is not our purpose to give a long account of the life of
the Hon, 'I'. D. McGue, who, three years ago, met such a tragic
end on the streets of Ottawn ; for many sketches of his carcer
have been written, and some of them are to be found in almost
every library in Canada. It is fitting, however, that his por-

trait should occupy a place in our Gallery, and we have chosen .

the present oceasion for its insertion.

Thomas D'Arey McGee was born at Carlingford, Ireland, on
the 13th April, 13235, and was, conscquently, forty-three years
of age at the time of his death. At the age of seventeen he
went to the United States, and soon afterwards Legan his
career as o journalist and lectarer. In 1845 he returned to
Ireland and obtained a position on the staff of the Freeman's
Journal. 1le soon after got deeply involved in the # Young
Ireland ¥ movement, on the collapse of which he was fain to
muke & hurried return to the United States. The hot blood
of youth stil! coursing in his veins, he continued to do and
say somu things which his maturer.judgment condemned. In
less than ten years he became cured of his Republican notions
and on the invitation of a large number of prominent Ivish-
men throughout Canada, he took up his residence in this
city., At the general clection in 1857 he was elected as one
of the representatives of Maontreal and continued to sit for the
Western division until his death. He was a member of the
Macdonald-Sicotte Government for about a year, and returned
1o office again in 1364, when thelate Sir E, P. Taché formed his
Ministry. Alr, McGee continued in the Government until 1st
July, 1867, when for state reasons he, along with Dr. Tupper,
declined the proferred portfolios in the Dominion Cabinet.
He bad endured a long sickness, terminating inrenewed health
and vigour, and was just beginning te resume an active part
in public affairs when he was suddenly cut down on the Tth
April, 18688, So far removed {rom the scene the following
account reads as if altogether surcharged with feeling ; but at
the time of the melauncholy occurrence, it was read in Ottawa
with sad interest and held to be but a moderate cxpression of
the public excitement and sorrow ; the extract Lelow is from
the editorial which appeared in the Ottawa ZTimes on the
mornitg of Tuesday, April Tth, 1868, and must have been
written within about two bours after Mr, McGee was shot :

“With feelings which we cannot describe we vecord the
instantaneous death of the Honourable Tuosmas D'Ancy McGeg,
Ly the bullet of the assassin, treacherously fired from behind,
at the very moment that the honourable gentleman was in the
act of inserting his latch-Key in the strect door of his ledging-
house, about half-past two o'clock this morning. I'vor McGue!
But a short time before he had been speaking as only he could
gpeak, and in one of the very highest strains of his cloquence,
on the subject of Union and good will among all the people
of these provinces, He had threatened Nova Scotia that she
woull e conquered with kindness, and in a few hours after-
wards be was a corpse by the hand of the murderous assassin!
Qur heart is too full for utlerance on such a horrible event,
with the sound of the fatal shot almost ringing in our ears;
it will send a thrill of horror through the heart of every
Christian maun, net only inthe wide Dominion of Canada, but
wherever the English language is spoken, and in every country
of the civilized world. The martyr McGee will take his
place in history among the brightest and most noble victims
ever cruclly sacrificed by rufian bands, because of devotion
to their country. Perhaps it was fitting that on the eve of
his sacrifice he should bave devoted his peerless eloquence to
feaching the sublime lesson of patriotism to less devoted
men, ‘

¢ Mr. McGee Liad left the House of Commons a little after
two o'clock, in the company of Mr. McFarlane, M. P, and
Mr. Buckley., At the south-east corner of Metealfand Sparks
Strects, Me. MeFarlane lett him ; at the corner dMr. Buckley
turned in the direction of his own home, and Mr, McGee had
only to walk with clear rooonlight, almost as bright as day,
to his lodgings at the Toronto House on Sparks strect. Ar-
rived there (not more than two minutes’ walk from Metcalf
street), and just while inserting the latch-key into the door,
the sound of which attracted AMrs. Trotter, who immediately
came to open it, and as ske did so she heard the sonnd of a
pistol-shot simultancously with the sight of the flash, and
shutting the door again in an instant raised the alarm in the
housec.

“ Dr. Robitaille and other boarders immediately rushed
down stairs, and the door being opened all that was mortal of
ihe gifted orator, the distinguished statesman, the patriotic
Irish Canadian, Tuoxas D'Arcy McGeg, was found lying across
the sidewalk t ‘ )

“Mrs. Trotter’s son, a page in the House, had just turned
the corner of Wellington on to O'Connor strect when the shot
was fired, and coming down, as he could in a few seconds to
Spurks street, he saw & man lyiog in front of his mother's
door, and ran in consternation to the Zimes office. to inform
the printers of what he had seen. The alarm was immedintely

spread, and wmembers. of Parliament, including Sir John A.-

Macdunald, the Bpeaker, Hon: J..'S. Macdonald, Hon. Mr.
Chapaie¢, with a great many others, besides the Sheriff, the

Police Magistrate, medical men, &c., &c., were speedily on the
o ‘ : - in the old Province of Canada,

spot. . . :

4 The body, which had fallen directly back from the door,
had been in the mean time raised, leaving a large pool of blood
which not only clotted on the planks, but ran into the street
gutter beyond; and it was found that the ball had entered the

back of his head, passed through his mouth, removing two of -

his front teeth, and lodged in. the door, where it was subse-
quently found, ag was also his latch-key, which he bad just
inserted for the purpose of opening the door!

“ Hisg half-smoked cigar which he had lighted at the House
(of Comnions) was also found near the door-step. The bare
recital of thesc facts, which chills our very heart’s blood, re-
veals a base, preconcerted, and, perhaps, long calculated mur-

der; of which the annals of the most atrocious villany may be-

scarched in vain for a parallel! - Sacrificed he was, and not
for any personal crime, not for any deed done to any single

individual, but because he liad thie courage, the patriotism,

the manhood to stand .up boldly und speak out frankly for the
principles and  the institutions in which he trusted. Never
was mertal man more {ruly or more cruclly murdered.

% On Monday next, the 13th inst., poor deGee would, had
life been spared to him, have completed his forty-thicrd yeur,
He was just nbout fairly recuperated from his long and tedious
illness, and all his personal aud political friends wore de-
lighted to think that he wns again restored to public useful-
ness. What are the retlections of his enemics to~day 7

“Alns! Poor McGee! ‘T'he great heart ot the Dominion

. will ache to its'very core, the warm flush of sympathy in the

breast of every honest man who claims the name of lrish-
man will bedew his checks with tenrs; the patriot sons of the
British Isles will mourn, and from the very antipodes will
come back the ¢ry of wailing to answer the lamentations;
that in the pride of thy manhood and the prime of thy ase-
fulness, the monument of thy fame has been broken at mid-
height!  We can but say as thou hast but recently and so
well said of a dear departed friend—uand when we say it we
try to blind our eyes from the vision of thy vile assussin—
¢ Miserere Dominel "

Mr. McGee was o prolific writer, a clever poct, and a most
persunsive orator, Scarcely a year passed from 1844 to the
time of his death, without some work being published by him,
Morgan’s Bibliotheco Canadensis cnumerates seventeen, ex-
clusive of his lectures on literary subjects. Perhaps the
highest compliment paid to his statesmanship was that of Mr,
Gladstone, who declared that the time had come for the Im-
perial Government to adopt the course towards Ireland recom-
mended by Mr. MeGee of trying  the policy of even-handed
justice.”  The late Earl Derby also expressed his unqualified
approval of Mr, McGee's later utterances on Imperial and
Colonial questions.

No. 67.—JAMES O'REILLY, Esq, Q. C.

The portly figure of this prominent member of the bar of
Upper Canada, in the eastern district of that Provinee, is well
known throughout the country, and fittingly takesits placein
our Gellery this week vis-a-vis with that of the late Mr. McGee.
Mr. O'Reilly has won his high position solely through his
personal abilities. The wisdom of Sir John A. Macdonald
in appointing Mr. O'Reilly to investigate the case of poor
McGee’s death was fully proved by the wondrously judicious
manner in which Mr. O'Reilly conducted the preliminary
investigation, and connected the various scraps of evidence by
which he made out such a strong and convincing chain of
cvidence against the murderer. Probably the annals of no
country contain a record moere remarkable.  Certainly Canada
never before witnesset a trial so unequal, coming to a con-
clusion that so well fulfilled the public expectation.  Against
Mr. O'Reilly were pitted the IHon. Johu Hillyard Cameron,
the very Nestor of the Upper Canada Bar, and 1 man of extra-
ordinary powers of intellect, and wonderful simoothness of
speech ; Hon. AL C. Cameron, considered by -many only
second to his illustrious namesake; and Kenneth McKenzie,
who, if not remarkable for forensic cloquence, stands second
to none for legal lore. And this splendid wio of Upper
Canada legal falent was backed by the cleverest eriminal
lawyer which the Quebee bar afforded, yet Mr. O'Reilly faced
the formidable phalanx, won his case before the jury; stood
an appeal to the Supreme Court, and finally secured from the
United Bench of Upper Canada a confirmation of the verdict
rendered by the honest and independent jurymen of Carleton,
This was undoubtedly one of the greatest triumphs cver
achieved at the Ontario bar,

The following biographical sketch of Mr. O'Reilly is copied
from the advanced sheets of a new work—¢ Men of the Dom-
inion”—Dby Henry J. Morgan, Esq. :

«“James O'Reilly, Q. C., was born in the County of Mayo,
Ireland; on the 16th of September, 1823, His father, Peter
O'Reilly, Esq., descendant of the O'Reillys of Cavan, now in
his cightieth year, immigrated from Ireland to Canadn in
1832, the year of the first cholera, and settled at Belleville,
in the County of Hastings, where he was engaged in merean-
tile business for a number of years—until the Lreaking out of
the Canadian Rebellion of 1837-38, when he turned out with
his regiment, the 2nd Hastings Militia, in which corps he
held & commission as captain. He eontinued with his com-
pany in active service for two years, and sccured the thanks
of the Licut.-Governor of Upper Canada for his services and
loyvalty to the Crown. .

“In 1842 young O'Reilly commenced the study of the law,
being that year admitted o member of the Law Socicty of
Upper Canada, and the first student examined by the present
Sceretary of that Society, Hlugh N. Gwynne, Esq. e fivst
entered the law office of Charles Otis Benson, then a pro-
mincent barrister in Belleville, where a short time before he
had completed his cducation under the dircetion of the late
William Hatton, Bsq., the head of the Grammar School for
the County of Hastings. *- Mr. Hutton, a relative of Sir Francis
Hincks, was a gentleman of learning and dbility, who subse-
quently held an important position in the Burcau of Stalistics

«Mr. O'Reilly vemained only a short time with Mr. Benson,
when he entered the office of the Hon. John Ross, Q. C., sub-
scquently Attorney-General for Upper Canada, then. engaged
in the practice of his profession, and supposcd to have secured
the ‘largest practice of any law office in the Province, He
remained in Mr. Ross’s office until a few months before he was
called to the bar, when hic went to Toronto and completed hig
law studics in the office of Messrs, Crawford & Hagnrty-—John
Crawford Xsq., M. P., and the present Chief-Justice of the
Common Pleas, : , L

“He was called to the bar on the 9th of Aungust, 1847, and

- immediately commenced the practice of his profession in

the city of Kingston—the leading members of the bar
at Kingston being the present Premier of Canada, Sir

JoLn A. Maedonald, K. G. B., tho Honourable Alexander’

~Campbell, Postmaster-General ; the late Thomns Kirkpatrick

Q. C;, and M. I'.; and the late Sir Henry Smith, Q..C.—a goo
school to try theamettle of a young advoecnte.” Mr, O'Reitly,
in a.wonderfully short time, sccured a large and lucrative
practice, and at one assize held no less than cighty-seven
Briefs on the civil side of the court, Lesides o number of
criminal canses; in which he was engaged ns Jauding Counsel,
Tho first important capital cnse was that of the Quuen v,
Brunhour for murder. It created much public notico at thoe
time from the extrnordinary cireumstances connested with the
alleged commission of the erime.  After two days"invesliga.
tion of tho evidence, the jury acqnitted the prisoner, and Sir
James MeAulay, the presiding judge, paid o high compliment
to the young advoceate for the skill and ability shown by him
in the defenee of his client,  Shortly after this he was associ-
ated with Mr. Kenneth MuelRenzie, Q.C,, fur the defenuce in the
case of the Queen . Mrs, Asanath Smith, for poironing by
strychnine.  'I'he prisoner, after an extraordinary cffort on the
part of her conusel, was acquitted ; but so preat was the public
indignation at the escape of the prisoner, that n guard had to
accompany her to the American steamer to save her from the
threatened violence of the people,  Me. O'Reilly, however,
shared largely in the delat obinirted by the counsel of Mres,
Smith. The case attracted considerable notoricty in Kngland,
bLeing reported in the Medical Journal us the first trinl in thoe
colonies fur murder by strychnine, where the colour-test—well
known to chemists—was cmployed.  Me. O'Reilly’'s forensic
powers were of no mean order, and an epportunity for their
display was shortly given in a libel suit brought by Mr. Ken-
neth MeKenzie, Q. C., v. the Publisher of the Daily Newes,
Kingston, Mor ng alleged libel on the professional charncter
aund standing of that lenrned gentleman, e was opposed by
the eminent counsel, the Hon, J. Hillyard Cameron, Q. C,
who held the teading brief for the defence—Mr, O'Reilly was
the plaintiff counsel; the result being a verdict for the plain-
till and 8250 damages—at that time considered to be a largo
verdict against a public journalist.  Next to the celebrated
MeGee case, that of the Queen v, Mres. Bridget Farady, for the
murder of her brother-in-law Ly poisoning, is the most remark-
able. The case was tried at the spring assizes of 1367, county
of Victorin. The plea was that of insanity and which, strange
to say, was the first case known vither in the annals of the
British or Canadian Courts, where o plea of insanity proved
succeeded on a charge of homicide by poisoning.  The fuct of
the administration of poison to procure death, regquiring care,
thought and design, is incompatible with the presence of in-
sanity at the time of the commission of the offence.

“He served in the City Council of Kingston for a few
years as Alderman, being electedinlm st unanimoeasly after
# residence of some cighteen months in Kingston,  Soeveral
times asked by his political chief, Sic Jolhin A, Muacdonald,
to enter political Hite, he steadily declined, preferring  to
continue in the practior of his profession, e was udso solicited
to stamd for the Loeal louse at the Tast geneoal election,

¢ Har was appointed Queen’s Couusel in 1864, and succeeded
the lateA S, Macdonell, Esq., as Recorder of Kingston, which be
filied until abolished in 1869, by the Local Government of
Ontario.

M, O'Reilly is a Bencher of the Law Socicty of Upper
Canada, and in 1869 was called to the Quebee Bar?

THE ROYAL MARRIAGE.

(From our Special London Artist and Correspondent.)

Wixpson, Lngland,
March 14, 1870, 3§

The Royal Borough is now approaching s culminating pitch
of excilument, in anticipation of the great cvent of the 21st
inst., the marriage of H. R. 1. the Princess Louise. Crowds
of visitors from London are petiring into the residentinl town
and making determined raids after lodgings, and for these,
when they are to be found, fabuleus sums are extorted by
those of Her Majesty's neizhbonrs who have rooms te spare,
Small parfours in antiquated houses, and garret-like sleeping
chambers, let for an nmount almoest suflicient ta cover an entire
year's rent, and 'tis my belief) if the demand increases steadily
during the next few days, that many will have 1o content
themselves with shut up bedstends in obseure cupbunnds—
cupboards that have not been opened since the time of Eliza-
beth, William 111, or Queen Anne. The only persons who
seem to view the present feverish state of affairs with philo-
sophy, are the soldiers of the garrison, who are certain, what-
ever may betide, of their bed and board, nnd an unobstructed
sight of the pageant.  Brown, Jones nnd Robinson, for a con-
sideration, may succeed in obtaining a Lillet in the town, but
it is quite another question as to whether Rolinson, Jones and
Brown will have interest enough to secure a position within
the precinets of the Castle; however, they are courageously
determined to do their best—in fact; 1 miry suggest that their's
is, in every sense, a for Lorne hope. By the way, that reminds
me ihat the Bishops will most nndoubtedly wear the Lorne
Slecves at the marringe ceremony. . :

Let me tell you that making the preparatory sketches of
architecture, &e, in §t. George's Chapel, for the coming event,
is by no means a pleasant task. * The building, despite a brave

defence on’ the part of the ccelesinstical authorities, has been
wrested from the Tean, and handed over entirely to an army
of noisy workmen. . Where, heretofore, the swelling anthem
hag been chaunted, twice, daily—and remember we ave in the
midst of Lent—a clang.of hammers resounds among the
vaulted traceries of the roof, and profanc whistling echoos
through the choir instead of the deep or flute-like tones of the
organ. Tavern boys troop over tombs of burial kings with
clanking pots of Leer, and thirsty earpenters and npholsterer's
men give their bellowing orders for o another half-pint.”
Now and again a huge plank falls with a crash on the tessa-
lated pavement and counrse mddjeclives are henrd, where but
yesterday prayers were intoned commending the Sovercign
and her Garter Knights to the goidance and eare of their
Maker,  Aproncd labourers are perched on ludders with long
Lrooms, bringing clonds of dust from the pendant baniiers,
that wave in all their pomp, suriaounted by crests of kings,

‘ernperors, aud nobles of ¢vury degreu. 4And thero is one om-



