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CHARLES BRADLAUGA.

Charles Bradlaugh, who just now occupies so
conspicuous a place in the attention of English-
men, was born forty seven years ago, the son of
a salicitor's clerk, at Hoxton.  lu his early
years, he was an errand-boy, a clerk to a ceal
merchant, a teetotaller and & Sunday-school
teacher. But at the early age of sixteen he dis-
covered in himself certain atheistical and revoln-.
tionary opinious, together with a certain sense
ot power which led to his becoming the man he
is to-day. - He enlisted as a soldier snd nearly
revolutionized the Seventh D n Guards ;
but he purchased his discharge and became clerk
to a solicitor, writer and lecturer ander the name
of “Iconoclast.”” The creed he has develo
during his career is that of Atheism, ** Malthu.
sianism ” and Republicanism. He has, in the
advocacy of this ereed, said and published much
that is shocking and uvnsavoury to tbe least
squeamish, and he is at this moment the leader
ot all the strongest and most irrvconcilable forces
iu Great Britaip,

Mr. Bradlaagh is a man of great physical
strength, of very considerable ability, and of in-
ordinate boldness. He is not by any means a
statesman, but he has made himself inte a very
good Iawyeyr, and he is & powerful speaker and s
feariess advocate of the wost nauseous opinions.
His influence, which is great with the lower
classes of the populace, arises partly from his
audacity and partly from an unlimited belief in
bimself, which he has communicated to many
others. At zhe last election he was chosen to
represent Northampton in the House of Com-
mons. Upon the meeting of Parliament he de-
ciined to take the oath, propesing to affirm.
This proposition encountered strong opposition ;
and on a motion that he be not received, the
motion was referrel (0 a committee. Upon
the case coming up for action in the House, it
was woved that Bradlaugh be permitted to
atfirm.  Sir Harding Giflord moved an amend.
ment forbidding him either to take oath or make
atlirmation. This was adopted by a vote of 275
to 23¢. Oun the aunouncement of the vote,
which had the effect of unseating Mr. Bradlaugh,
there was an extraordinary scene of excitement,
the Opposition cheering tremendously and wav.
ing their Lats. Sixiy-five Liberals, including
Home Rulers, voted against Bradlaugh’sright 1o
affirm. One Conservative and ten Home Rulers
voted with the minority. On Juue 238 Mr. Brad-
Inugh was called on to hear the decision of the
Heuse, and, taking his place at the bar, eloquent.
Iy combatted tie resolution arrived at agaiost
him. He'said it was unprecedented to condemn

any ona unhoard. Tle ol ngainat bein
cused of atheism. He ::gi“he l:gm.lld ‘not fo’ie‘go;
either his opinious or his claims to his seq)
The House might afterwards expel him, by
until he had taken his seat it had no juriadic.
tion over him. ' The House could not override
the law which permitted him to take the oayl,
If an appenl should be necossary, as he hoped it
would not be, it must be made. He asked the
House to give him the justice which the judyen
would i;ivc him if appoaled to. He wns {oudly
cheered.

At the cunclusion of Mr. Bradlaugh's speech
the Speaker demanded that he should withdraw -
but he replied :  * | insist, respectfully, on my,
right, as a duly-elected member for Nort{mmpton
to take the oath, and | respectfully refuse to
withdraw.” To a sccond request he made & liky
reaponse.  Sir Stafford Nartheote wmoved that
the Speaker be nuthorized to enforee his with,.
druwuf: and the motion was adopted by s vote of
326 to 85. Mr. Bradlaugh refused positively 15
obey. He was thereupon removed \l:)‘ull(l‘lhc
bar. e returnel twice, declariug that the
Housa hud no right to exclude him; that iy
eould only tmprisou him. Fiually the Speaksr
had him removed by the Sergnant.at-arms and
locked up in the prison, under the Clock Towee,
being followed by three policemien and 4 pro.
cewsion of membery of the }lmxsc. On the 2414
in the House of Comminus, Sir Staffond Northoote
moved that the House bhaving asserted it
antherity, onlers Mr, Bradlaugh's release, Thia
was sdopted.  Since then the Bredlaogh case
has well wreeked the Government, and it is only
on the thruat of resiguation, that Mr. Gladstone
surceeded i mllznig supportens enough to per.
wit Bradlaugh to take his seat on & simple
atirmaticn.

Tarrr sre many Lad labits which, though
they cunbiot be called by s0 severe a nanie ag
vices,are nevertheless, grave fauits, regretably o
al) acconnis,and working a great deal of nisehief
when indulged in.  Oue of them 15 the halyt of
teasing. Alxays a tendency to be cheeked in
oneself, as dangerous to the comfort of othery
aud sure to weaken friendship and create os-
mities, teasing is an infliction we must tear
with pativnee, if we would wot be ridiculons,
and in being ridiculous lay oursalves ojen 1o
renewed attacks. The only thing to da e 10
bear the rub heroically, and never show that it
chafed—unless, indeed, pature has gifted us
with rendy wits and a power of quick return,
when we can give as much as we are obliged 1o
receive, and silence our wonld-tw persecutor by
becoming 1n our turn the asailaut.




