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Book V1.
HEPARATION AND ABNEGATION.

XVII..
I REDEEM MY PROMISE.

I-shall make no apology for mentioning o
last time so humble & personage of this story as
- Gaston. T had not for"olten my promise to
Toinctte. She never alluded to it in these
- years, but often when she met me there was-an
appenl in: her eyes which would “have reminded
~ me, even if I 'had forgotten. Since the depart-
ure of Gaisso, Toinette had been Ory’s confiden-
tial servant, and her conduct in- that situation
wis wcmplm y.  This circumstance contributed
also toward deciding me to do something for
Guston. - Now “that  our experiment at the
quarry suceceded even beyond our expecta-
tions, and that 1 had a.little money to spare
for the purpose, I . resolved on  mnegotinting
for the Loy's return. 1 had never received an
answer to my letter to kim, nor any tidings
whatever. . T had therefore to apply to the man
Hobbes Lo assist me in the matter.. He prom-
ised to do his best. A few months later, he in-
formed me that he bad heard of Gaston as
broken down in health and alimost good for no-
thing. The lellow had always been ‘more or

“ The B_a:tomzais,” &e.

suspect, - So- long as. this decision xemmned
dimly distant in t.he future, it-rather excited
my mind than depressed it, and I toyed with it
as_cowards do with a hvpothetxc peril. - But
whenever it presented itself as » fact, T put it
off, finding my courage fail me. I should pro-
bn.bly have continued my pxocr’tshmtxon much
longer if an unforeseen incident had not forced
me to take final action. -

During a visit which they made to Chicago in
the previous sumuner the' Raymonds had fallen
in with a young lawyer by the name'. of Shel-
ton, a ep]endld fellow of good  family and fine
promise in his profession. He took a2 fancy.to
Mimi from the first, and acted as her chnpewnf-
in all her visits thlon"h the city and its bean-
tiful environs, A hxendshlp naturally sprang
up between them which, in the case of the
youth, soon ripened into a more tender senti-
ment.  Indeed, his passion was not slow in de-
claring itself most demonstratively. = Scarce a
month after the. return of the- Raymonds, the
Inwyer, on pretence of some business, .came on
to St. Louis and, during his stay, he called
daily on' Mimi. with whom he enjoyed many.a
ride and promenade. Less than this w ould have
been required. to sct the gossips a-going.” The
tidings speedily reached my ears that Mimi was
deeply engaged with Shelton, I made no ac-
count of ' the rumor, bue Mimi’s - father did.

legs rebellions ; had lnd mote than his share of

the Yankee overseer’s losh, and was finally re-

- “duced by the mmsh fever to o state of chronic
- debility.

**tis master wonld h'\ve sold him quick
enough,” added Hobbes; “but I wouldn't
take the responsibility of buymg him.” When
any nigger gets that bad he is not worth having.
The sooner he drops off the better.”

I told Hobbes to Luy him at his next trip,
no matter in what state he found him. If the

“paor lad wus in - decline, it would be some
comfort to- him to die among his own ; but I
had the ‘suspicion that his ailment was mainly
due to ill-treatment dnd loneliness, and there-
fore hoped that he would: recover on returning
to his friends. - Hobbes did as [ bade him. .
C.t0The: chap was_fit to dic when we started,

> but he picked up w ondcxl‘ul]y on' the way, and
by the time.we reached St. Louis he. looked as
vowellay, U'did. 1 bought him in your:name. for

“tive ;hundred dollars and passage paid. My

commission is filty dollars, but 1 will knock olt

. five per cent. to help a little in your good
work,”" he said with a grin.

M. Paladine, - at ‘the desire of Ory, insisted

" on paying one-half of the. purchase money.
- Lwould -have wished - that those who make it
their business to culuminate the negro race had
~witnessed the meeting of this poor boy with

- Hincinthe,” Dada and 'l'omette, and heard the

_pathetic expressions of his gratitude to me.
1 plazed. him .in the quarry with the other
blucks, ‘and lie soon became one of my strongest
“and best workmen. 1 need hardly add that; not

" many weeks ‘later, 1 consented to his mar rmge
- with lometlc

XVIIL..
voncmo MY HAKND.

L now applo:u,h the gle'lt act of my hfe. Once’
: fuul) established in. businoss and, unless some:

- unforescen: disaster: overtook me,: on: the high

way "to fortune, -I. was:urged  on'all  hands' To
take a further step; by miaking myself a-home. |

My mamma was pnrtlculully solicitous abiout’it ;
so was Uuele Paseal’; s0 was M. Paladine: It
is curions to’recall'ow in what - different ‘man-

: ndvanced their pleas.
M. Paladine, whenever-he mfcrru.l to:it, dld
“so with' a soluum and almost’ sorrowlul mien.

What' he: particularly “insisted-ow - was “that a.

©younilg mar, able to maintain & .wife_ought to ;
marry. young.- 1lis own bitter experience of .the,
“eontrary was invariably. cited as & lesson ‘which
Jiought o Yearn? from... The: old gentleman ™
sought only my good. He mever even hintedd
“wor about. his’ dan«hur in conne(.txon with'the
ubject. ke
x\l) NIAMIMN WS more; yeurmnn nnd pa
- too, “aimed  only at my" wclfme but she’
.hml nlwnve that old love of Mini’s in mind,
~amd never! failed “to bring. it up- gently,: yet
“allectionntelys: Notia \\oul ‘howaver, against
Ory,: whoinslie:” continued  to c]xcnsh a wnys
_imore aud more -
‘Unelo Puseal . was’ ullhnml us"usual
out. 1o tell. me bluntly-to; marry
id be dong with it .
When M Palndlitic qpokc hu made me dleum
when manini: spoke she made we woep’; \\hcn
Lm,lc‘ Paseal spoke he made me lnugh. e, T

: ]lL was a* long time before 1 could bm{g'm\'
sell”10+4]

Ie was™
Ory Pulndino

“was: wot that” 1 did not share: with my :friends .

.this desire of an establishmeut; but the difficulty
‘of docmon wa

ner ‘and: from - what ~different ~ points:of ‘view, | .
thiese three: persons, to whom I owed so much,,

Being very much taken up with his new friend,
he avm]ed himeell of these stories to sound 1115
daughter's views with regard to him, 1 sus-
pect, too, that the youug advocate made cer-
tain advances to the old gentleman.

Mimi listened to her father with amazement.
She protested that though she admired” Shelton
for his high breeding, pexfcct propriety. of man-
ners, gencrous sentiments and vipe intelligence,
she knew of nothing in her conduct or, indeed,
in his, to warrant the commentaries which hel
father repeated. Thé old man insisted, He
maintained that the lawyer seemed desirous:of
making his court to her, and that he might be
expected to come again in the course of the
winter—probably “at “the Clmstm'ls lxolldays—-

-} in order to renew -it.

Mimi replied: that ‘if such was the c'lse, he
ought to spare_himself the tlouble, as hls v1su;
would certaiuly be useless. -

“Her futher ‘detailed his. qu.\hhes, 1)0311;1011
and prospects ‘ol the young  man. 'He:was.a
most. excellent | party who should “not:be lwhlly
de'xlt with, :

Mimi admitted all tlus, Jbug said it had no
mlluulcc on her,

\\’hy ~ Didn’t she like him 1

- Yes. - She liked him very well, as she had al-.

rezul) suid. . But she did not lov(, him, ‘could
never Jove him.

Why not ?-

Mimi hoxe began to weep,. womlenng that hu
futher did not understand.

‘Her futher ‘had never busied himself with
such’ things. ' He understood nothing, knew
nothing, She must tell him.

~She then confessed to him that her heml. was
already engaged. -

“‘Alrendy engaged | T whom ? -

Mimi broke down completetely ind could say
no more,

The':mother, of course, kunew all; . What can
eseape a i mother’s  eye?- 'She \\]uspued my

name. ’l‘he father then determined to_see me
at oncc

: )\]X
. 1 uu\ L\()Al\

) (:0 \ll

Cau I ever foxg«.t thut \mﬂ 1 was' suned
in'my office at tho quarrywhei Mr.: nymoud
was unnounced. This  particular uncle of mine

: stmlu,d politeness. v
wetic.

. that, Cme) [

ook thismatter. il fing the' faece oIt

stich a8 none: of them could.‘

—theé render wust pereeive by this time thay |
| was blessed with'a largcavuiicular heritage—was
a cold, positive man, who had never: beul more
" thian civil to me, and for whom, in cousequence,.
1.did not particularly care.

enter.my office, for the first time sinee 1 occu:

piediit, Jfelt tlmt his call was going. to’ be an-

unplcasant one: - However, lecewul hun
4 Cnu,y,” said: he, \\xthout lulthul preamblc
““|'have come here on- businoss.” :
AR roplxed assuming’-un llttltlldﬂ ot
x\Ltuxtwn, S um, thcn, at your service.”.
CUTYour frequent:visits to my house have b

known to: me, of "couirsey I)ut; 1K ul\\uys le"mdcdl collapsed

‘theil ag the’ um, remonious c..ulh of.a noar relus.

v Ins the ease of Mimi, more especinlly
interviews: never. appenred

| meetmm; of cousun 5 ;
tubelhel. Lraws tuld now,’ huwevt
hads fur dcepel ‘ums mul ¥

, your

: 'l‘lw tong’' ol Llus ht.t,lo exordinm wa
actly' harsh ;" it was only somewhat: peremptory

and:incisive. lt. xumul 1 nevuntholess ‘eon.
jsulcmbl) :

. Never. lovc hun7 That was a rash speech ‘

So'the father-consulied 'the mother.

SWhen [ saw; him:|

;beuther| 4

1 trnst that

L any:inter vcnhon, NOW: vmnsho(

nt (my of these meetmgq, \\hlch can call for‘
your ¢ ammadvelswn? Have l oﬂ(,uded nnybody;
in any way ¥ .‘

“Oh, no' it is not tlmt All 1 want to know
ate the facts.” -

oo What fncts i

!t Come mow.
loves you ¥’

=S8 Tdoy sn'
p1 oud of it."”

‘“And you—?"’

“r love her dearly.”

““ And then?’

11ooked at him unquisitive]y.‘

¢ Is that-all 7. L

“That is all 1 know, of. if you know mor 1
‘would thank you to bé infor med of it.” :

1 came to :get;, ‘not'to give mform'ttlon
You will allow That I have the nght to know

all about such things.” :
- ¢ Most assuledlv uncle

¢ And that it is the dunty of a loy'tl mnn, as
I take 'you to bc, to dlsclose his nuud on the'
subject.” :

# Certainly.” '

¢ Then speak. I listen.”

“T'have told you all'T' know."” :
Mr.: Rnymond made 2 movemeut of: 1mpu-
tience.

- Have you never spoken to Mum of mar-
nqae (i :

(l ‘\TO

€ Neve1 proposed to her?”

(13 V

“ No word of betrothal has ever pw.ssed be-
tween you !”

¢« None.”

"¢ That'is satisfactory. I wﬂl tell you now why
I'asked.” ‘And he entered into a long story about
the Chicago .lawyer. I fancy, 7 he added,
“that the young man - would be p'\rtlcuhrly
‘pleased to “know that he had found favor: with
my davghter: I hope he will succeed, but’ for
thiis he must have the assurance that ‘she is not
bound: to another.” After what you have told
me,. [can now give him that.assurange. .'Of
coarse, 1 wlll 1lkuw1se report this couversatxon
to Mimi.”

¢ I would rather you did not, sir.”

“ Why not?#!

“ 1t might pain Ler.

¢ But she must. know the truth.”

“T'he truth may be misinterpreted.”

[ don't half like this, Carey. - 1t looks like
shufiling.” 1: don’t  want to have my. daughter
trifled w1th 1 honed you have not amused her
in"one of those many w ays which young men
have of befooling girls.”

1 did not aus\\ur, but crossed my ‘arms and
lool\cd stonily at the speaker. 1 was mdlo'mmt.

“He cotitinued ju;the same rasping voice :

¢ We are now in October. = Between this 'md
Chustnms the! questlon must be decided betiveen
you, for:by "that ‘time 1. expeet: Shelton. " You
and - Mimi~ have frequented - one -another long
¢nough’ to know -your. minds:” You are now in
a fair condition to settle dowiand:support an
establishment, © As to Mimi, ‘her marriageable’
years ure fast pussing,  In the interval n'lmed
therefore; choose oné way. or the other, and for

ood.: 1 ghall tell Mimi .the sume thing.’’

“That is u\twoucu] unele,” I smd dryly

~$L inean:it'so.’ o

#*Too categorical for-me by hall‘ Wlth all
vespect, -1 willinform you that 1 am not in’the
habit”of being driven.. In thls, of-all otlxer
Ahings, [ want | to abide my tinie.”

Do you refuse thén 7 ' ;

“I neither refuse nor pxomlse ll’I see
way. to do as.you dlctnte, ['will do 50 if:;
then'1 will'not do so.” . .

¢ You are'frank, Carey. 1 don t dlshke th'\t
Only be as  frank with. Mimi. - The ' poor child:
has been pining long enough. I never noticed
lier; but her mother- amd “your. ‘mother, have.
Speak up to her like'a ‘man. Declare your in.-
tt.ntmm
of men’s wills:: Don’t stund in her w ay. 1f yoi:
will not. have her; don’t prevent her from’ fak<

Don’t you know that Mmu

She loves me doﬂrly nnd l fee]

'} ing advantage of other. honorable and fortunate.
| chances. -
< | enongh for that:"”

1 hope you have sense and dchcac',

said 1, you speak as I llke
to"Liear you” qpenk Lot this conversation rost
between aurselves.’s'-1- will see’Mimi and have a
complete nndehtnndmg with ler. Not: for-the
world would 1 commously do hel speck of in-

et \Xow unele,”

L% Tam not "lven to eating my o
for this’ onee und for Mimi's sake, 1

L:rely. of

“oAnd’ theold man: depart
l.Ol du\llv thanhe: hnd : enteled

1 had kept my: countenunce .withi Mr.:
‘mond.. The menient he . was ‘my spirits
The. great difficulty: of my life '
80 hwhtiully prosenited’ to
s the ” dread A

8

ne\'m‘

0 ger-p
art in delusive: hope
\\'onld bnn" a_change,’ t.hnt .th

pml:lum
L mut g
“ple.with the ense and settle it myself.: :

‘When' Mr. Raymond“mnrked out iy tum. for
WY belled: becauso ;I q

unmistakeably.

“You know how women are the glaves |.h

‘hand in hand’

to wmt o give you three days’ gmce, A8 credl-' :

. mystenons circumstar

duty Wheu 1eft to myself however, I demded
that it was in every way | best to act at once.. .
“Lgave myself two da)s to
‘aud nerve my: resolution,’
obtained: the critical interview.’
ery.of my.sorrowing ‘mood’ that 1found: ‘Mimi

“then ‘sought ‘and

‘ag-playful as'a bird T “Was .it to mark'a-con-:

trast with the tears which we were going to shed,

that 'she'was’ so lively, . bn]hant _sarcastic, . ex- .
| uberant't Tt was ouly fter’ many futile etforts

and ‘the most: delicate precautmns ‘that'I: suc-
ceeded at length in’ making her understand the
real objeet of my ‘visit:: What was my astonish:
‘ment’ to find" that: the anneuncement did not
affect her painfully. . She ceased her merriment,
but her good humor remained. : Seeing the em-
barrassment. which I expenenced. the real sor-
‘row of my looks and words which T'did. not at:
‘tempt to.congenl, she’ took pxt on. me and in-
terrupted me in’ my speech.”
=% Don't go further, Carey. > 1 know o\rartly
what you msh to'say, and -how trying it is for
you to 'say’it. I know. too. ‘what has: brought;
on this “declaration of yours,” It was my, fault,
I'had s moment of weakness in.papa's presence
the  other day,” forgetting * myself cmnplete]y

‘when T found : that he:was ‘gently forcing a

stranger’s love upon me.. The words 1. then
uttered were. taken'up. “and have been repected
te you; for I learned  that papa called upon "yon
the same afternoon. :Judging from:the decision
of his'character, 1 auspect he ‘went further and
‘tried to ‘bend your will." - Hence your visit - to-
day.: I can’divine what this visit. ‘has cost you.
Your, duU eye, your blanched cheek, your hag-

| 'gard “appearance; all. tell'me . of: the tempest )

which you have; passed.’ But' be calm, . Carey.
Excuse my indiscretion.” 1t was a momentary
faintness.” It will never recur again,” For more
than a year my. mind has: been made up and
though the. combat was long and terrible it
ended by Ie'wmcr me in*a’ state of comp-u-atwe
se!emty e

1 looked v'lcantly at her. Hy er last words were
a mystery and seemg thatI dxd not underatand
her she continued

761 know that’ you hnve loved me, Cawy 1
Kknow that you love me still;# But I know, too,
that your:love is'not undivided, Do not stnrt
my: dear. ' Let me say. all. For a long time I-

“|lived in the:blessed illusion that all your - love

was mine; as all my lovewas, and still is, yours.

Even after youracquain tanee with Ory Paladine,
I never chetished a misgiving about you. - You
temember the interview we had.together in this
very Toom, ‘when you: went into full’ explana:
tions and we thought we ‘understood-‘one an-
other thorouahly Oh, how happy I was after
that ‘meeting.”:. How ‘beautilul . the: future ap-
peared before me. : But the reality flashed upon
me'at lastiL learned the truth suddeuly “though

ey; do_you mind " that winter:

evetimg at:Valmont when' we visited " the frozen -
opened .

spring: together [ _Yon manner; the;
my eyes. -You were kind and‘ple:\s_an , but the’
whole-souled cordmhty with which'yon had nntil
thei treated me was wantingijust a little. -2 It
might have. been impe ')hble to others. 1
sure it 'was unknown'to yourself ‘But for.

| amounted to a revelation:-Since then ‘A thousand @ =
! things lhave confirmed this: belief..

been as 1egul'1r in'your visits to me’ as ever; you

have niever spoken a word or done a deed: wluch ,

I could construe *inwo “the " shadow. of 3 slight,
butacertain* warmth”had cooled, a certain
| brightness: had -paled, and in. m 'vheart the uny
hope gradually died out.”’ - ‘

“These “are  hard \\oul ;"

Ip
“the tor-

mg ‘the trath, tlmt yourmay “be” Sparec
I am® prepaled for

ture of. tellmo lt yourselt g

e been honcstly, ;
mg’ to be t‘mthtu} to both® Or) aud ‘me.

‘the' renht) and: nccented my s
| 'might love Ory and myqelf ‘but:you counld marry

only-one of us. - ‘could &o_ together

IE
‘one had to step before tl
has been reserved.for Ory,
I'rejoice at it; but i1 am cont
man has her destmv m I ve. : Tlu
l embmce 1t

qu blind to tha

il But you

ther my thoughts '
‘Was it'mack- "

‘You seen-to-ask:me when and: -~

H
3
£
13
e
=
&

You-have =

5 bat: th(.re o

i

PN s




