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COL. G. J. WOLSELEY,
COMMANDING THE RED RIîa

EIPEDITtoN.

The orgaization of the Red
River expedition is one of those
delicate operations in which more
than military skili is necessary to
secure success. The exceptional
character of the duty; the distance
from the field of service; and the
feelings of Provincial jealousy
under which the work was com-
menced, all tended to make its
success difficult; but when to this
was added the restriction of the
force to so many froni each mili-
tary district; when the Volun-
teers discovered that they could
not enter the service by companies
as they had gone to the front to
meet the Fenians, then was Col.
Wolseley's duty rendered still
more difficult. However, it has
been the good fortune of the gai-
lant colonel to have organized the
expedition, in so far as he was
concerned, without a single mis-
hap ; and in these days when
military officers in high command
are not exempt from the criticisis
of the press, it is at the least for-
tunate for Col. Wolseley, that on
all sides his efforts have met with
generaIl commendation.

Col. Wolseley bas been for se-
veral years Deputy Quarter-Mas-
ter General in Canada. He at-
tained his present rank in the
arny in 1865, and was attached
to the 90th Foot. In 1866 he
commanded the Military Camp of
instruction at Laprairie, and was
of course familiar with ail the
military movements in this
country duriug that year, and
subsequently, to check the Fenian
marauders. His selection for the
present post vas generally antici-
pated when it was announced that
the British and Canadian Govern-
ments had agrecd to send a joint
force, the authorities in both
countries having the fullest con-
fidence in his capacity. So soon
as his duties at Toronto were com-
pleted in forwarding al the de-
tachments to Collingwood, and
thence to Sault Ste. Marie, Col.
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Wolseloy ohanged his h end-quair
ters> and arrlvlng In Thund6r Bay
about tho ond ofMaY, ohristened
tho point of debarkation, near
Fort William as" PIrlnco Arthur's
Lahding " by which it will doubt.
less be tionceforth known 0Tho
colonel found saoie difloulties in
the way of a quick inoveient for.
ward, for the renoval of ivlcli
prompt. measures were adopted.
Col. Volseley is the author of a
work on 19 China," and also " The
SoldliCr's Pocket-iiook for Field
Service," Ithe latter publiied by
McMillan & Co., insn1800. The
nunerous decorationis worn by
iiim bear testinony to tihe extent

and gallantry of his services in
the field, his reginent (the 9otih)
being entitled to sport upon thîeir
colouirs, anwg other names, tlhose
of 14 Sevastopol" and " Lucknow."

It is as yet somewhat, doubtful,
from> the conflicting rumlours ihai
tind their wany into the papers,
wiether the expedition of whuich
Col. Woleley is Connander-in-
Chief, is to bc altogether a peace-
fui one or whether i may not
meet with arned resistanc'. It
is all the more satisfactory there-
fore to know that the men arc
under the direction of an ollicer
who will keep theni well in hiand
and provide as far as possible for
all contingencies. A corres.--
pondent writing fronI Prince
Arthurs Laning," says;-" A
gentleman who has spent many
years in travelling through the
lakes and woods of British North
Ancri, a, and who knows the
route now about to bke taten, sid,
with reference to the 4 Standing
Orders," that the orders were ex-
ellent, nand !the prucitions whici
Col. W'olseley had taken to pre-
veut the wodxls be<ing set on fire
and to provide for possible sick-
nes, evinced a knowledge of the
country and its requirements
which could hardly have been ex-
pected texcept froui an old woods-
ma. It is not often that the
English War Ofice-if il be the
War Office-stumbles into the
accident of putting tho right
man into ie riglit place."


