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our lady readers are invited to contribute to this

deparriment.

reply tonn ndvertisemet for cleven yonnyg
wonien Lo be employed in London post.offices,
jwo thousand  candidates rocently  presented
m,.m‘u-]\'(‘ﬁ.

\ eutpably foollsh, ax well as ungallant Joke,

at Allnhahad, has led 1o aelvil netion, which is
““;.“ng‘ A young man presented a bidy with
'“,’n.,. which had been powdered with enyenpe
. . \‘»vr. The tady, smeliing e rone, went Into
Pl‘ lpl, of sneezing, and ulthmately bernme «o
“-r;n\l'-l‘v' It as to reguire the constiait sttend.
:‘“pp of two or threa medlesl men, ang o
A rney for chnnge of air, Her husbuod elaims
J-nnrc dumages for the expenses ineuarred,
" \ cehool cominittes in o certain New Jiog-
m,',.;x‘wwn sald encouragingly in thelr report:
o An this pliee offers nefther honour nor profy,
we it not see why 1t shonlkd not be fiiled by ;4
wotnan b Fonconrughng, very,

wconeiin Chilliogly ™ says o ¢ I don’t think
peariy so HXADY young Jadies slx years ugo
painted their eyelids and dyed their batr; o
e 0 ton there nlght by dmiitlors of the
invented by rehinoiboys, and clreatated

In
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Mrmigh the maoditm of sinall novelists; they
!

aight use such  expresstons ns wtnoning,'

sebeek, cawfuity Jolly,” oo Bt now 1 ontnd n
great nny whe bave advineed 1o a stang be-
Tond thnt of verhal o expressionseoa slang of
,’nm.p‘ a sfang of sentiment, s sdang in which
enpy  ittie xrems left, ol the woman, awd
pothingg ab wil of the liels, Newspaiper resitvists
asvert that the ynung men of the day are (o
'h'nn‘." for this; that the young men ke i1,
aned e falr Bimbaand nnglers dress their es g

ihe eoloars most HRely to ntiraet oao onthlie
ih

Whettier flils eXctise be the trie une | catinen
jonte 1y hudge.”

Mr. Frederirk fLockyer, of fondon, s the
anther of this little verse, which contains a desd
of truth:

oo Tney eat nnd drink, and sebenme and ploeg,

Ared o to chareh on muoday |
Arsl wany are aflratd of G,
Ant o ol Mes Grands”

Whar ie e verdiet of ouar lady remders oo
Ve 1 obiowspg opitdon of an Frgtel bady o the
oWoemnans Hights 7 guestion Tess |oda nor bt
awith ot Ui ik aboat our ehetits ard
et e system T ihink, e norute,
-3 obd snalds, women who hasvae
matri-d anbappilye of stromg-anitded peopie,
Wamiai Was sont fnto the world to be i help ta

; 1ot o try nnd hmltate hitin, hiat
1o et ael o tmanly In bim i~ wrobg L
fer: ~he Wit xenzl Lo b pattent aond geativ,
Fear - tuaker, tender amd oving, to o il the
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Wl ol ami ji thie station in swlhitel shie 49
Voot e frue o hier hshond, eotrforiing

: e fein Ao treeitilel o he o grasd

srend N =tress Tliese are whog )

iy oty bntbes, pind the ane Whe
b Vothedn perfectiy, whowesor che sy b,
Viobm hrer ol hatr oy, and  her

far more than fiobbing arthaand storme.
tor ured etrugeling for riohits whiiol,
when atiadiesd, ondy make ber the Inughing.
lawti of en i iRed annd avehdead
Thie groatest nim of o
fv e e womanl¥, s ourgread xampie

wiveritiiodd

wrtad & pecrain
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Jotper b bee, Aated M ahie entaes ont af her

« soowtie mmaRes berepd! dospdaeed by gl e
Content sr anscontont T
The @ hitess T ey Wha pratacases the most

recatifal eadinr fu B

Potersbarg, 1 inogairy 1e

G regard 10 the price of this treasore,

vopres, 10 eost B ten months o pnson”
Heto o the Rey o the ondgann.

Tro onntess Wwnd a roventn of ahont

riresl theritengned {ranes 6 year, .
Proe Gayoa fewslier presentd himsell at the

Pointeas's loee with thiv o Neckinee,

Ihrsee

pieaned bor frmensely, of cotmaee ) wind slie
eagria densyinted the priee,

o Twu haedred nndd Q1LY thovannd franes,”
Fortesd the fagpddary,

WBoa greal ofeal. 1 hava't
1 othe Leautiful Museovite,
Well, Toahatl take 1t to the I'rineess N2
he Tepiied

Tris jady was a rival of the Conntess, Tt
pabtied her ta the ot to think the Princess
shiogld nequlre these splendid jowels,

Cetopt sabd shier o Can you Keop themy for
e L ten monthia T engage to parchise them
At ond of that time,”

Tne feweller wis satisfied, nud the hargain
Wiy Conneithlead,

Theroupon the Countess went inte n treek
et (or ten gnonths,  She bade adiea to atl
Hixanies and vanities, diseharget eooks, vonehi-
tuen, and il other domosties, and devioted the
EXPenses thus saved from honsekeeping to the
fand for neguiring the dismond neckinve.

Tono months, thereaftor, alie returned (e
fashicnablie Wi miore bridiant than ever, with
bianond neekiner de PLILLEN

“N neckinen of two hundeed and nty thow.
A franes Y eried all the grest ladies, ber
friends,  « How fid you manage ., Countess o™

*Lhavn gatned 1 hy noeertain method, And
SYECY o of you eould do the same. But 1
know you will not try.

Al fhat ix troe.,

Voang indiex whe find a diflentty in declding
O e mierits of thelr sultors with o well o
ey nn Indian novel entitled © Mirsgmamna,™
Pabltshed In Punjnubes for gve annns, deseribed
B taie of n highly accompiished, plons, and
h;wpxurm young indy, danghiter of n King of
hing, Profesaing  the Mahommedan relfgton,
Who lind tnken o vow to marry bim alone who
fuitast hor in learting amd plety.  Totest the
Proficleney of her many sultors, she bt pre-
Al w cortaln pumber of questions relinting
ety 1o moenlity snd roligion, The boak

Tare

e prosiey )’

containg these subjects of exnmination, together
with the answers by one of her sultors, whao
o‘vmmmlly sneceeded In obtalning her hand.
There {8 1o good reason why the competitive
s¥stem of examination should not he adopted
11 the ease of nll matrimonial enndidates of the
mle persunsion. The Civil Servier Commis-
rloners would no doubt willingly undertnke the
duty of condueting the examinations on recelv-
Ing from young twdles fustructions as to the
qualitlentions required b ench euse, Care, how-
a#ver, should bo tuken to reject those who have
merely been eranmmed  for examination by
husbamds with experience us to the treatment
of wives, und who would no doubt establish
classes for indoctrinating thelr pupits with that
cunning for which vite men s proverbial, nnd
which ficeounts In great meastire for the low
extimation In which he I now generally held
by gifted wormen, It mdght also be ag well in
the present unsettied condition of man's future
prospects to lay (1t down as a rule that no hus-
band Is entitled to supernnnustion or retire-
ment unless he ean produce * certifiente from
the Civil Berviee Commissioners, or some other
properly constituted hady, showing that he was
duly examinel al the commencement of his
enreer, and did not contract. matrimony under
false protences,

Rumour assures us that there will be ex-
hibited at the Vienna Exposition an elegant
iross of poftl die Venfse——the Orst specimen of
that kKiud of nce manufactured {n more than a
hundred years,  The cuarrent story, which may
interest gur readers, 15 briefly as follows: A few
cenrs befors the fudl of Parls the Fmpress
‘nte one day discoversd among soma old
laces which hiid been  transferred to her as
soavenirs of the Fmpress Josephine abhout
gquarter of a yard of & laee flounes of nwst pe-
culinr mesh and beautiful design, Tt was worn
amd yelfow with age. Kuogénie st onee renlized
that 11 was an art tregsare,  Rhe sent for M. De
BAste, dnce puamfneturer of Paris, showed hiim
the duee, and requested him to reproduce i,
wresh oand odesdgn, 1o s fall lieco dress for her-
self  The manufacturer told the Kmpress that
her remnant wius roal obd pafnt de Vernlse, the
art of muking which had been lost for upward
af g eentury, and be feared [t would be fmpaos-
sthia i exeente the comanlssion. The Fmnpress,
hawever, requestid him (o spiare no pains o
revive the st art, M, De Lisle tnok the hit of
baee, anid Jor riore than a year he used every
premsihlio Bieats to diseovier Bow ) make such
faers again, e sought the oldest Lesemnkers
not ol knew the meshy He sederted the most
fitelitzent givls ammng his employees—those
with Kernest eyes atnd defllest Angers-—supplied
ey witly the o<t powerfual aud n
sarpie of the old laece ] bul no progress was
tasde, ML D Lisle was about th givee up the
pxperitnent, when one day eame the waleome
sews that on youog girt and diseoversd the oid
fednt de Ventee maesh, The fortunate waork-
wianat was appropriately rewarded, amt the
work bhegun in earnest, PFugdtis visfted the
munsfuctory from time tHme, extithiting
mueh ploasare al the restoration of & st arg
20 the luee-wenvers, Hefore the devas wias eame-
ploted the Fmpress was an eaile, but the deil-
eate fabric was saved from destruetion, She
wrote fropn BEngland that she would st take
the dreas 10 the manufacturer wonld he a laser
by Wreping 1. The mannfeturing company,
toinhiend by the misfortunces of Kogénie, agreed
to pedense her from the engagenient,  Suach s
thes rognantio stary of the laee drescosehitel witl
bee exhihtitiood at Viennn,
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14y

Writton dar the mardian Flustsaiel New.a.

THEE DESERTED HALL
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» Tha gwels are Just, and of vur pleasant vices
Make instruments to scourge us! "’

NHAARSPEARN.

Drsiae the summer and autumn of 18—,
my kiod and =kitiful physician, Dr. K —,
strenugeusly insisted with my friends upon the
pevessity of an entire change of aic and scene
for me, ax my health, which from childhood
hiad been delicate, wag now decidedly failing,
and being intended for the profession ot the
law as a barrister—a profession requiring the
most vigorous exercige of intellect, the keen-
est discrimination of judgment, sedulous
applicstion,  aud  long-continued  meatal
tntigue--1 Jooked forwani to kecping ~my
first terin with feelings of unqualitied wppre-
hension,  The arguments of my goed doctor
that a tour in the northern countiea would
brace me for the ensuing winter, and A more
familiar acquaintance with different classes
would enliven my esomewhat mvlnn(rh(?)y
tem petament, wers so fully in accordance with
my wishes, that after a few family consulta-
tions | was dismissed from the paternal
manxion with a purse moderately well lined,
and with the voluminous note-book of a de-
termined tourist, .

Passing through the many smiling land-
geapes of the midiand counticy, 1 approached
by degrees the bolder scenery of the north,

"It was towards the close of a fine autumnal
evening that | drew.any hridlo. rein ln'-(um the
door of a small ion in the little village of
Qandfurd.  Rut n short time elapsed before 1

had made satisfactory arrangements with the
mistress of the @ Dolphin " for the use, during
an indefinite period, of ber best roowm and ber
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best fare, as, attracte

. d by th d
neighbourhood, I re 7, the boauty of the

! golved npon a more pro-
tracted sojourn than was usnally my cnnfg)m.
On the morrow I begun my excursions
which were distunt or near according as the
weather invited or my own changeful mood
tempted me, and hefore long T had made my-
self master of all the local knowledge which
could be collected by an inquisitive traveller
from the kind-hearted villagers of Sandford
or the ruder fishermen of the geaport  of
B'urnhnm, to which, being only two miles
distant, my rides and walks were often direct.
ed.  But there wag one enguiry to which I
received nothing but unsratisfactory replies or
skillful ¢vasions. Thix was with respect to
the past history of a large mansion some dis-
tance from the high road, which I had ob.
served the very cevening of my arrival at
Sandford, No question was necessary with
Teapect to ity present occupants, ag 1 plainly
perceived it to be uninhabited ; but great was
my surprise when, on axking an old peasant
*to whom it belonged 77 he turned pale, and
with visible emotion, changed the subjcat lt'.
was no baronial castle richly fraught with
reminigcences of feudal grandeur, no cast:l-
lﬂt‘:d. mansion of the middle ages now ruined
and ivy.clad, and appealing through the eye
to the heart with memories of civil wars and
family feuds; it was simply a large gray
house, embosomed in orchards now glowing
with the ripening fruit of autumn, and huilt
with n solidity which gave it an air of true
English enmfort It was the last place in
the world, in which a romance hunter would
have chosen to indulge his reveries, and the
most unlikely spot for the perpetration of a
domestic tragedy on which the eve of man
ever rested. Yot the dim shadows of a fearful
past were tloating roumd it. The peasant
loved not to linger near it after nizht-fall,
the rong of the merry child was hushed if a
prasing traveller asked its name, and even
the wayfarer, beguiled by his ignorance of the
locality 10 stop within its precinets during the
twilight of the summer evening, felt a vagoe
mysterions feeling of horror prompting him to
seck, with quickened footsteps, the companion-
xhip of the village lights gleaming at a short
distance. To add to these marvels, it was
long before mine hostess of the = Dolphin ™
(albeit  somewhat of a gossip) could  be
brought to pour into my thirstinz ears the
dirjointed fravments of & tale which I now
place before the reader in a more connected
furm.

. . . - .

At the close of the Peninsular war, when so
many veterans returned to enjoy in retirement
their welleearned hiurels and the moderate
competence secured to then by their country's
gratitude, Beginald Do Grey, & colonel in
the Biritish armoy, songht his native village of
Saundford, partly that he might in its tranquil
solitude watch over his only cbild, a 1air,
motherless girl, fenm whom the duties of his
profession had loug separateit him, and partly
that he might cojoy the society of his early
frieud and college companion, the Rev, Henry
Melville, now the feetor of the same village.
Like himself, Mr. Melville was a widower and
the father of an only ehitd but for eight vears
Herbert Melville had not visited his home,
The adopted son of & widow lady, the
possessor of the mansion at the outskirts of
the village enlled, jpar exeeilenrs, the ¢ Hall 1
he had gone with her to a Southern climate,
Her death closely following their arrival in
Ttaly, had left him as her heir, mastor of the
* Hall ™ and the small estate on which it stood,
and many wondered that instead of returning
to take possession he lingered for more than
two years in the suany land of his exile, and
afterwards mingled as an amatenr in  the
stirring scenes which were taking place on
the continent

There was sunshine in the village of Sand-
ford from the moment in which Adela Do
Grey, in the dawn of carly womanhood,
crossed the threshold of her father's cottage.
Rather below the mididle size, and delicately
moulded, her slight figure conveyed an idea
of fragility which was belied by her nnwearied
activity and uninterrupted health, Her beam-
ing and intelligent eves were of the colour of
an early spring violet, and her luxuriant hair
was of that deep chestnut ovee which a sett-
ing sun casts & golden glory., A gruceful and
gracions crenture, gifted with feelings and
talents of no common order, she beeame the
light of her fathet’s home, and the universal
favourite with young ami old.  Of that father
whose early literaty bias, long repressed by
sterner daties, eminently qualitied him for
her guide, instructor amd friend, she at once
became the cherished idol, nor was the affee-
tionate and high-minded girl slow in dis-
covering and appreciating the high chivalrous
principle and the deep nader-current of kindly
feeling which in Reginald De Grey was veiled
beneath an austere exterior.

Adela Do Grey aud her father had been set-
tled at Sandford for woere than two years when
they one moring received a snmmons from
their kind friend Mr. Melville, with whom
they were on o footing of the most social in-
timacy, entreating them to spend the remain-
der of the day with him. This being a cir-
cumstance of no uncomimuon occurrence, they
At once complied, and a few minutes brought
thom to the roctory,. As Adela, in the ex-

uberance ¢f happiness which had neverknown
a check, bounded like a fawn through the
French window which opened from the little
flower garden, she was startled and abashed
at the sight of a stranger, whom her old friend
hastened to introduce as his long abisent and
now recovered son, But Herbert Melville
and Adela De Grey were not altogether stean-
gers to each other, for the fond father had
often dwelt in glowing terms upon the per-
gonal beauty and high mental acquirements
of his wandering child, and ip every le'ter
Herbert received from the rectory was some
mention made of the fair girl who had risen
like a star upon the dnllness of a country vil-
lage. Herbert Melville was in his thirty-
gecond year, his figure war tall; elegant, and
manly, and his complexion was redeemed
from the charge of fairness which might once
have been brought against it by long exposure
to a southern sun.  Hir eves were of that clear
grey which, set off by the darkest lashes and
eycbrows, give so intcllectual a character to
the countenance ; hair of the same dark hue,
and a smile which, if rarely seen, was yvet sn
captivating that it seemed to unlock the
secrets of all hearts, completed an extorior
eminently prepossessing. The party separated
at night mutually pleased with cach other.
Col. De Grey appreciated in its fullest extent
the high polish and varied information of his
friend’s son, and Adela was not a little
gratified to find that her preconerived notions
of his personal and mental excellence were so
fully verified. It must be admitted that the
few thourhts of their fair visitor which floated
that night rournd the pillow of the handsome
stranger were not unmixed swith surprise that
50 much beauty and elegance should be found
in a far off village of the north., From this
time a constant dajly intercourse succeeded,
and before the lapse of six months rnmour
was busy in the little village of Sandford.
Friendly gossips whispered over their tea-
partivs that arranzements were nearly con-
cluded for the marriage of Herbert Melville
and Adela De Grey. And sach was indeed the
case! [t was not difficult to foresee to what
results the constant companionship of two
such beings would lead, and if the fond father
felt something of a pang when bie saw that his
darling had given him a rival in her heart,
vet he sutlfered no selfish feeling to interfers
with a unijon in every respect o suitable, and
on which the happiness of his child evidently
depended.  In this case @ the conrse of true
love did run smooth,” for Mr. Melville was
equally satistied that his carly friendship with
Reginald De Grey should be cemiented by the
marriage of their children, Arrangements
were made for the young couple to reside, im-
mediately atter the wedding, at the @ Hall ™
of which Herbert had been for many yvears the
master,  Had there been any at this time with
feelings and passions wholly uninterested,
willing ‘o serutinize the mind of Herbert
Melvitle, they might have traced in its work-
ings something which boded little wood for
the future bappiness of the youne pair. He
appeared to labour under a mental restless-
ness, and to indulee in raddening thoughts,
which evidently tiowed from some hidden
spring of sorrow, and which conld bardly be
accounted for by the oatural anxicty attendant
upon his coming change of tife. It required
even more than the playiul tenderness of
Adels to withdraw him from the roveries in
which he daily became more fond of induluing,
and had not the acute perception of Col. De
Grey been blunted by that idolatrous love
for bis child which led him to view the object
of her atcction through the same partial me-
dium, he would have been startled at the ab-
sence wnd distraction of mind so clearty maai-
fested in the atfianced bridegroom. After s
courtship lengthened by the reluctance of the
foud father to part with his child, the day was
fixed, and Adela almost wona promise from
Col. Du Grey that he would in Jdue time give
up his cottage and reside entirely with her at
the « Hall!" It was on a beautiful summer’'s
morning that the bells of the village church
rang out & merry peal of congratulation to the
newly-marricd pair.  Amid the mingled smiles
and tears of her friends, and the heartielt
blessings of the poer, amony whom she had
moved like an angel of merey, the hand of
Adela had been  bestowed upon  her lover,
and the gay towers with which her pathway
was strewn by the village girls seemed but
glowing types of the joys of her future exis-
tence,  The last kiss of the doting father was
pressed upon the check of his fair child, the
last blessing died away upon his lips, when
the cirringe arrived which was to couvey
them the short distance between the cottage
and the Hall. As he placed her trembling
hand within that of her newly made hustand,
something he would fain have said to him of
thue care and tenderness necessary for the faic
blossom thus separated from its parent tree,
but the wonrds found no utterance ; touched
to a degree of tenderness of which superficial
observers wonld never have decmed him sus-
ceptible, the iron-hearted soldicr watched the
receding carriage, and then retiring to his
study, wept those bitter tears which so con-
stantly prove that the leaven of sorrow is for-
ever mixing with the brightest enjoyments of
carth!
At the early hour of seven on the morning
subsequent to the marriage, Mr. B., a resident




