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tnl when she once more held him in her arma, and
pressed him to her maternal heart, she felt more
thon repaid for ail the past.

Years thus rolled away, and he painfully wit-
nessed on each fresh- return, the loved form of hie
nlother became more altered-delicate health and
Care hadl made their usual ravages, and she was un-
able to walk so far as church. One more voyage
he determined to make-for during a protracted war
he had felt it imperative to stiie ail private feelings,
lad continued his profession-but from which the
lear prospect-of a peace would relieve him with
honour.- He then determined to retire, and live and
die witi herr who had garnered up her heartra best
afrections in him alone. He went, and it the
close of a-winter's day-when the snow was éfi the
grOund, tiree years afterwards, he stood once Mnore
at the gates of his mnother's house-they were
closed, the windows were barred, and such an air of
desolation reigned- on ail around, that a chili of
horror crept over his framey as he clasped his hands,
and leant on the- iron railings. A countryinän
Passed, whistling on hie way bomeward.

"lHas Mrs. Selby removed from thi3," enquired
he son, in a faltering tone--hias breathing. sua-

Pended as he awaited an answer.
"Mrs. Selby-the good widow lady,'î repeated

the maan--"Alas, yes sir,. she is gone-gone lieme
to a better world-she died about three months
ago,»

" The earth at this moment seemed to clesC on
rle," continued Captain Selby, after a long and
Piinful pause, during which hi. feelings were
strongly agitated. " How long I remained insen-
Sible I know not, but when I awoke to a misefabie
recOllection, I found myself in the humble abode of
4 friendly countryman. Here I remained for
sonme days, for I had no power to move. the ex-
eellent clergyman, who had been the intimate friend
ef My beloved mother, came to visit me, and when I
Wa8 able, insisted on taking me to his house, where
he daiiy strove to pour balm into my wounds-he
&o me her dear and weil worn Bible, marked: in
so nlvay places by her revered band. He spoke of
the deep, piety and peace which attended her to the
lat, and repeated her affecting message to mé-
( ell MY darling son when he comes,' she mur.-

hlured, 'tthe happiness I have derived from religion-
tel hia I go, where I trust he may follow me-the
Way he knows, for we have studied it together.
Christ is the way, and it is light-oh, how light.'"

"cI left my native place, for to me it was deso-
late, and continued in the navy, whicr appeared the
unly relief from utter loneliness. I wandered into
& lands, but the blank never could be filled up,

and here it must resain/' he added, pressing his
ad on i heart, "for go *here ustay-that cold

Word, alone, is still mine.»"

ý This little domestic tale of Captain Selby's,
touched our hearts sensibly for its narrator-as for
Annie ahe wept aloudi

" Oh, Captain Selby, I wish you had a sister,
she said, '''and then home would again become
cheerful to you.'" H looked at her with the affec-
tion ofa father, ahd sigbing d'eply,. he rose and'
walked away to some distance.

Whien fe returned, hia countenance had re-
covered its serenity, and. the reét of the evening was
spent cheerfulla Annie led-hins to her flower gar-
den, where she mon 'ound in him a most able and
willing assistantf-and aftet his departure at night
we ail agreed that we had discovered' in this plain,
unpretendintg, amiable stranger, a great addition to
our little circle, for Mr. Bertram, on- taking leavr
of him, pressed inim to repeat his visit as oflen as
he felt disposed1 .during his stay at the town of D-.

And now another tempting invitation was in store
fer Annie. Her young.friends, tÉe Misses Fludyer,
had arrangedwiti a sefect pirty t' drive to the
beautiful grounds of a nobleman, who possessed i
splendid estate in tÉe nei'ghbourhood. Lord Ran-
dolph had promised that the band of his regiment
should be in attend'ance. Mrs. Fludyer was to be
the chaperon ; and' as the weather was partidularly
warm, it was proposed that they should'nbt set out
until six oa'loc--thus, ail was most' rfopitious.
Captain Selby was engaged to dine quiety *ith Mr*
Bertram and myseif. Annie's delight wI unbound-
ed. Captain Selby entered into her iiiodent joy,
and bid her set liim a task in her gardeig which he
promised should fie comppted by her ëtarn.

"And remember if you prove idle," said the deat
girl, playfully, " you will find iit me a very severe
mistress. I wanlt alf the pinks tied4ery' neatly, and
the withered roses cut away.

"Nlot one shall be left to offend you, Miss Ber-
tram," repiled Captain Selby ; " the buds aind
flowers ahall b. yours alone-and the withered roses
mine."

" h f no, no, reserve a few gfowers for yourself;
but pray calf me Annie-ali my friends cal] mu
Ahnie "

"Annie then shall it be," said Captain selby,
pressing ber hand with animaton-'irÉf> Annie.'

Carriage wheels were now heard approaching ;
she flew to the window. *Alas ! it was not Mru.
Fludyer; but good old Mrs. Blessington. A lool of
disappointnient shadowed Ànhiefs brigit counten-
ance; but it passed away rapidly as she heheldi the
feeble old lady alight, who was looking unusually
palie. On éntefing thi rooi, aie went up affection-
ately to her young fatourite, saying : "My' child
will you bear with the infirmities of an old woman
this evennig, and belp to cheer ber. I have been
unwell for some days and much depressed, and 1


