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Jmility of thle latter are cornended, ivhile the pride and self.
nportance of' the forner are rejected. Few were the vords of

the humble Publican. but they were sincere. His expressions of
repenance and contrition were plain and honestand therefore they
wvere accepted-" I tell yoi," so our Lord c-ncludes the parable,

this man went down to his bouse justified rather than the other."
The parable of the banquet is another remarkable instance of

the necessity of humility. This was suggested by our Saviour's
observing the eagerness of men to secure for themselves places of
precedtency and lionour. " When thou art bidden of any man ta
a wedding, sit not down in the highest room, lest a more honour-
able man than _tho be idden of' him ; and he that bade thee and
him corne and say 0 thee, give this man place, and thou begiri
with shame to take fthe lowest room. But whcn thou art bidderi
go and sit down in the lowest room, that when lie that bade thee
coneth, -he may say unto thee, Fricnd, go up higher; then shat
thou have worship in the presence of then that sit at neat with
thee." For indeed how naturally is such a conduct adapted to
render the mind contented, peaceable and happy. How well is it
calculated to correspond with the advice of St. Paul, " not to look
every man on his own thines; but-every man also on the things of
others." We find the self-important man displaped to make room
for the modest and diflident one. The partial eye of man indeed
mnav have overlooked his virtues who nodestly and prudently de-
clined any great petentions ta the favour of tie AlMighty, who
. in lon liniess of mind esteened others hetter than liiself," but
God has long regarded them, nur wil lie suffer hin to go unre-
warded.

It is indeed to be lamented that it the affairs of the present life
xuch a conduct is not always siccessful. While the bold, the en-
terprising, the rapacious and the ambitious succeed in securing to
thenselves a large portion of the wealth, the grandeur, the power
and the property of-the earth, niodest merit for the most part
passes by unrewarded and unnoticed. Without the aid of religion
such results would no doubt bear but too strongly upon the greater

pbart of' mankind. But it is the consileration " that we have
no continuing city but seek one ta cone" which can compose our
unsettled minds It is the prpcct of that eternity of happiness
whicl is prepared for,those n ho practise God's righteous laws, that
alonie can quiet our ruffled tempers. It is the hope of that « im-
mnortality which is brought to ligit by the Gospel",that serves to
reconcile us to the seeming hardships of' our condition in this life.
Froi the Gospel alone can be drawn those consolation s which sup-
port men under the pressing calamities of the world, that soften
the evils which the faithful and sincere Christian often undergoee
and gives him that calmness and composure of spirit, that tran-
quillity, cheerfulness, peace and confort of mind whwhli the work


