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RISTIAN.

February, 1889,

I. Because He KNEW WHEREOF HE SPOKE.

His toaching was not spronlative—it was plain
matter of fact, Consequently, it was such as could
be known to he true. Now, uny man can apeak
with authority that which he knows to be true.
What he has seon with his eyes, heard, fult, oxpori-
onced, this ho can authoritatively tell, The things
which Jesns taught were all of this charactor,
*“Vorily, verily, 1 say unto theo, we speak that we
do know and testify that we have seen, ote.” Jao
ii. 11. Christ could speak with authority about
God, for He was God’s Son, and knew the Father
and came out from the Father. Ho could speak
authoritatively about man, for He was the Sun of
Mau, and needed not that any should testify of
man for He knew what was in man. He could
speak with authority about the plan of redempcion,
for Ho was the Exccutor of it. Ho could speak
authyritatively sabout human duty and human
destiny, for God had appointed Him to be the Judge
of the quick aud tho dead. ‘Yhatever He touched
in His teaching was familiar to Him. Henco, Ho
had no need of corroburating His statements with
the authority of othors.

13, Because HE was Gup's arpoINTED TEACIER.

““This is my beloved Sou in whom Iam well
pleased. Hear yo Him.” Matt. xvii. 5. He had
as much right to speak with authority as Boses or
any of the prophots. Nay, more! For was He
not as much above Moses as the son is above the
servant? And had not Moses himsolf predicted
His coming and commanded the people to hear
Him? And was it not in the presence of Muses
the Law-giver, and Elijah, the repcesentativo of the
prophets, that God called attontivn to Jesus on the
mount of trausfiguration, and sard: *‘Hearye Hin{"
The conscicusness of this fact, that the Father had
sent Him, and that He delivered the Fathor's
message, was the gecrot of Jesus' magnificent bear-
ing as a public teacher. He feared no man, how-
ever great. He sought the sanction and sympathy
of no religious teachers, howevoer ominent. Hoe
had His commission from heasen and His doctrine
was of God. Hence, both His manner of teaching,
and what Ho taught, filled His hearots with wonder
and astonishment,

1. The authority of Christ's teaching brings a
great blessing to the world, It gives us assurance
in His teaching, 1If it wero meoro speculation we
could have no confidence in it. If it wore the
teaching of a person who did not know what he
aflicmed to by true, wo cunld nott accept it heartily
or trust ourselves to its guidanco. But mince Jesus
speaks with the authority of knowledge and under
the commission of heaven, we can put implicit trust
in all His statements, and rest on His teaching as
on an immovable rock. In a world of uncertainties,
what a blessed boon is this certain truth of Christs

2 The authority of Christ's teaching imposes a
weighty reaponsibility on the world. This is no
idle tale, told for the amusement of men. It is a
solemn, but glorious message, proclauned in the
nama of God, and involving man's destiny forever,
Man cannot treat this teaching lightly with impu-
nity. The teaching of Christ will confront an
asgembled universe at the judgment, *‘The words
that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the
last day.” John xi. 48 My friend are you ready
for that hour?
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HOME MISSION.

When told I must write a few thoughts on this
subject for our next missionary meeting, I at first
concluded mine was not the pen 10 attempt such a
task, but it is said second thoughts are best, and
my second thought was this: Tam deeply interested
in this mission work, and in order for us to make
it a success, each member must du their best to
malke it such, and when asked to read, write or
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sing, must make the attempt, even though thoy

fear failure. So with this brief apology, [ will try
and collect my thoughts and present thom to you,
hoping they may bonefit and encvurage you all.

This nineteenth century has been ealled a wission-
ary century, for never before have Christian hearts
beon so thrilled with the love of Christ and tho
dusire tu proclaim that love as at the present time,
and churches all over the land arv awakeu.ng and
wo are seving grand results,  And glad are we that
our own little church here, in St John, is not be-
hind in this glorious work, as our Missivn Bands can
testify. o have our Ladies' Missionary Suciety for
tho older members of tho church; our Young
Peoploe’s Mission, for the youngor brothers and
slsters who are anxious to help, and then the Little
Workers, who have so willingly given the wurk of
their hands to this sorvice, In forming theso mis-
sivn bands and giving our mite, are we not glad to
think we are wurkers in the Lurd's vineyard, help-
ing thuse who have devoted their lives to this
service, The grand old commission which fell from
the lips of our Saviour so many years ago, ¢ Go
ye into the world and preach the gospel to every
creature,” is still as imperative and bindingas then.
When a dear friend dics, how careful are we to carry
out their slightest wish, so when our Friend, who
is abovo all friends, asks us to do this for Him,
shall we not lovingly do all in our power to spread
the story at home and abroad? If wo feol that we
are not fitted to go ioto the mission field, yot by
giving of our meoans and thus enabling others to
go, we are surely doing God's will and pleasing
Him. He has said, ** But to do good and com-
municate forget not, for with each sacrifice God is
woll pleased.” We may thiuk our little service may
nut amount to much, but we have all heard of the
little boy who could pull five pounds. A ship has
been launched and it struck on the ways, the men
got ropes and all took hold and putled with all their
might, but the ship did not move. A little boy
who was eagerly watching them, called out, *¢ 1
can pull five pounds, I know,” and he caught hold,
and suro enough his five pound pull astarted the
noble ship and she was successfully launched. No
doubt, his eagerness to help inspired the men to
redoubled efforts, still the little fellow had the
happiness to know he holped. So, if we, in our
mission band, help those in the church, who aro
struggling to push the work along, will not our
hearts be made happy as we utter we helped, and
will not they redouble their zeal and energy when
they know the young people of the church aro
carnest and eager to do what they can.  Sume timo
in the near future I hope to tell you of the result
of our wission work. We have quite a fund on
hand new, and just as soon as we car find the right
man to put in the field, we will do su, and then 1
am sure wo will work all the harder to keep him
there. There are some in vur land who have not
yet given their hearts to the Saviour, whose cause
they are working for. Ihave heard woarkers in the
church, who are vot Christians, compared to Noah's
workmen. They helped to build the ark, yet were
uot among the saved. We hope and pray such may
not be the case with any of our luved wen,hers, but
that all may bo His publicly avowed workers, and
all unite at last in praising Him before the groat
white throne. And now, a bright and happy New

Yoar to one and all,
M. S. L.
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JANUARY ITEMSOF TIIE CHRISTIAN
REVIEWED.

Noticing some communications in. Tue CHRISTIAN
for January, we call attention to several things,
as deserving more than a passing notice.

Bro. Howard Murray has, in his article, re-
minded us, by refeiring to several passages of
acripture, that Christians and churches, in apostolic
times, contributed of their means, to sustain evan-

golists who were preaching the gospel to others,
‘These scriptures show that the parties contribut.
irg, know to whom, and for what they were giving
—that they zave to the mon doing the work—not to
a middle party to be expunded at discrotion.

In showing that Paul was working ns an ovange-
list ai Corinth, he is mado to say, by mistake of the
typo setter, that Tanl was ‘“‘under wages.” ‘This is
too bad, ‘“‘Under wages” implies dcing hared to
proach the gospel. Psul never was under wagos,
or hired to preach; nor was any other preacher of
the gospol in his day. Paul was not *‘an hireling;”
he took ‘‘wages,” or mord accurately, ‘‘contribu-
tions” to supply his wants. Tho hireling system
did not eoxist until the *‘Man of Sin” appeared.
As Bro. M. has pointed out, there is something
#aid, in these scriptures, about “‘collecting and ap.
propriating monies for the support of their home
church.” Their recorded work was that of eran-
gelizing.  Churches, when set in order, were to
edify themsclves, and sound out the word in the
regions beyond, instead of giving their money to
lire somehiody to edify them,

Bro. W. J. Meeservey has given six reasons for
the ““Blessedness of Giving.” sumnmarized as fotlows:

1. “It kills out the covotousness of the human
heart,”

2. It is blessed to give, because God bountifully

“bestows upon the bountiful giver.

3. “Because it secures spiritual prosperity.”

4. Because, “what we bestow upon earth shall
be rewarded in heaven,”

b. ‘‘Becanse, we theroby become allied to God
and His cause.,” We become, ‘‘co-workers to-
gether with Him,”

6. It is blessed to give whilo we live, 8o that the
lawyers will not get it after wo are dead, and the
fruit of our labors ke pervorted.

Bro. Harding makes some mention of the work
in which he is now cngaged; tho great need of
evangelistic work; the scarcely percoptible gain in
permanent growth during the past tea years, and
hopes to have the hearty co-uperation of the
brethren throughout the provinces, in the work of
*‘turning the tide,” which he has entered into with
such vigor, and is prosocuting with such success.

We join in this hope, Bro. Harding as an evan-
golist in this field, is the right man in the right
placo. Now, let us do as Bro. Murray has shown
us those primitive Christians did, when Paul was
doing the same kind of work,—lut us send him our
contributions to sustain bim in the great work.
His address is 19 May Street, Halifax, N. S. And
now, as Bro. Murray has shown us the propriety of
giving, Bro. Messorvey the blesseditess of giving, and
Bro. Harding the necessity of giving, let us “freely
give,” ¢* that the word of the Lord may have freo
courso and be glorified.”

Bro. Crawford’s editorial, we heartily endorae,
as excellont and well timed. Wo want—the world
needs—more plain talk like this: thereason for our
existence as a people; the work, and the necessity
for the work in which we are engaged; our distinctive
plea for union on the Bible alone—for a restoration
of apostolic teaching and practice. This plea must
be pushed more constantly and persist~ntly than
cver bofore the world, We are glad that the editor
of Tie CHRISTIAN has come forward ou this line,
with **more to say in a future number.”

Wo havo long standing calls, from different
qurrters, for the use of our pen, and being scarcely
able to keop “'up to timo” with our own work, we
cannot be expected to write a3 much and as often,
for as many other papers, as we would like to do.

D. MoDougarL,
R e ene—

Or the 114 counties in Missouri 65 kLave no
saloons. Six years ago thero were abeut 5000
saloons in the State; now there are less than 3000,
of which St. Louis has 2000. Local option has
done it.
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