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Phivrmaceutical Assoeintion, mind compared sane
with the \'uuchcr?‘mnl f{l‘uml llu'.*m to be correct.
5 {,{ .i‘\'l'c:;:(‘tm ‘} Auditors,
Theso reports all being read and ndopted,
the President, Me, MeDowell, then deotiv-
ored his addeess as follows :

PRESIDENTS ADDRESS,
GENPLEMEN :—

Tt is with some ditlidence T arise to im-
poso on you n short address at this, the
close of iy term ns President of this As.
sociation.

Hwving to follow® n gentleman of such
ability and experience us our lato Presi-
dent, Mr. Shotbolt, who T am glad to see
with us to night, is somewhat w rash un-
dertaking for one with so little experience
and ability in this line as myself. How-
ever, [ will do my best and you inust over-
look my shortcomings and take the will
for the deed.

The year just past has been one of con-
siderable oxperience 1o us as an Associ-
ation. We have learned soveral things
we were ot cognizant of n year ago,
especinlly vegarding our Act of Associ-
ation, which [ regret to say we have dis-
coverad is not nearly so perfect ns we
thought it was. ‘The lesson has beon a
somewhat expensive one, but T think it is
much better for us to bemade clearly aware
of whera westand in this respect, than for

us to continue on in fiuncied security only”

to be rudely awukened a6 somo lator day.

As you areaware your Council took steps
to have the Act amended to more fully
meet the views of our Association, but
without success.

Tt appears to me that our Legislators
must hnve & very bad opinion of the
wembers of our profession, thoy scem so
loath to give us that protection to which
we think woare justly entitled, and which
is geauted to us by every other Province
in the Dominion as well as in almost
every other civilized country.

It took us three loug years to get our
-present Act and  when it finally
passed, we could hardly recognize tho
child as the same we 5o meckly submitted
to the tender mercies and approval of our
Legislature.  We had, however,to accept
it as the best we could get, and had fond
hopes, in the then future of having it so
amended as to be more in accord with our
views, but now these fond hopes have
been rudely dashed to the ground, but, I
trust, only to risc again with renewed
strength and vigor.  Oue thanks are due
to De. Watt who so ably championed our
cause before the llouse aud did every-
thing in his power for us, but as 1 said
before, without avail,

So much for what is past and gone ;
this we cannot now change, but it must be
ours to use our hest endeavors, profiting
by the mistakes and shortcomings of the
past to do better in the future and to
keep cternnlly at it until we get an Act
of Association that will give the public
and ourselves that protection to which we
are entitlad,

But cuough of legislating and legislators
which is nlways very precarious work but

doubly s0 on the eve of a gunural election.

The past year hns been an extromely
trying one, commercinlly speaking, but I
think we, as nn Association, mny be justly
proud of tho showing of our wmembers
after, as 1 trust and belisve, the worst of
the ordeal is over,

But wo have not escaped cutirely un.
harmed. Somus of us were somewhat
scorched and singed, but T wm happy to
siy we are, T beliove, all still on deck.
I think it speaks highly for the business
ability of our members, that they have
passed through -the year almost, if not,
eutively, usharmed.

There nre & few thoughts 1 would like
to direet your attention to for a few
minutes with the object of having them
discussed herve tonight, and I think you
will agree with me that they are ques-
tions which require some attention from
us. [ have been ceareful to abstain from
expressing an opinion on them in this ad-
dress, my object being, as T said, to in-
troduce them so that we tay have a
friendly and genoral discussion of them,
and T would ask you all to give expres-
sion to your vitws on them fully, freoly
and fairly, looking not so wmuch to person-
al aggrandisement as to the general good
of our Association, and T feel sure if you
will approach them in this spirit that good
will come of it for all.

‘Lhe first question is one which hus been
frequently brought to my mind, and I
doubt not, to the miunds of most of you
hero to-night, and is this: “Thy advisa-
Lility of our taking steps to secure uni-
formity in prices, more especially of pre-
scriptions und proprietary medicines,”

The second question is: “The growing
ovil of the payment of commissions to
physicians on ’prescriptions.”  This, 1
kuow, is what might be termed a chest-
nut, still T think we will adwit it is an
evil and T would like to have the views of
those hure to-night as to whether it is ad-
visuble or not to endeavor to root it out.
Otlier associations are agitating the same
question and it will do no havm for us to
have a Jittlo discussion of it.

The third and last course on my “ Bill

- of Faro ” iy one which Ihave been spoken

to about several times recently and is
this: “The advisability of our making
some reduction in the Annual Fees of the
Associntion.” The Council would like to
have the views of the members of the As.
sociation on this matter and would, T feel
sure be only too willing to imeet your
views and so amend the By-laws, which
amendment would, of. course, have to be
approved by . majorlty of the members
of this Associntion and also hy the Jien-
tenant Governor in  Council before it
would have any eflect.

As to-what your Council has becu do-
ing the past yeir, that has been clearly
laid beforo you in the report of our Sce-
retary, so there is no oceasion for me to
recur to it.

T must not close this address to-night
without paying : well deserved tribute to
our Sccrotary-Registrar, Mr. Nelson, who
has so ably perfored the dutios of his

pusition during the past year, dutics which
T am sure were somcetimes fae from ples
sant, but which, I think you will agree
with me in ssying, Mr. Nelson has per-
formed, fairly und justly. I know he hus
been accused by some of being the iusti.
gator of thy lnte prosccutions for infrac.
tions of the Plarmacy Act, but I say
hore, and all the other members of the
Council will bear me out, that Mr, Nel.
son was ouly carrying out the instfuc-
tions of the Council, passed at the meot.
ing beld in Vancouver last September,
and T, for one, think he carried out those
instructions in the proper manner.

Aund now, gentlemen, wishing you all
cvery suceess in your various undertak-
ings, aud that the Sunof the DBiritisk Col-
umbin  Pharmaceutical Associntion may
continue to shine more sud more brightly
unto tho perfect day, of a wore perfect
Phnrmacy Act, T will close. .

Mr. Ewery moved, snd J. L. White
seconded & hoarty vote of thanks to the
President, which, on being put by the
Vice-President, was carricd unanimously.

Messes. D. E. Campbell wnd J. A, Te-
poorten were then appointed Scrutingers
of the clection, and the sealed ballots
were then placed in their hands, which, on
exumination and  count, proved that
Messrs. T. . Atkins, J. A. Muic and T
M. Henderson were tho clect of # large
mujority of the wombers, Messes. T, B,
Atkinsand T. M. Henderson thanked the
wmembers for the re-clection, as alen did
M. C. E. Jones for not electing him,

A discussion then arose relative to the
questions mwentioned in the President’s
address ; the first one, “‘The Uniform
Price List,” veceived full  discussion.
Messrs, Cochirane, Henderson, Atkins and
Nelson all spoke at length, the general
opinion prevailing that, judging from past
expericnce, both In Vancouver and Vie-
torin, the idea wus impracticable,

The second question, that of ¢ Comnnis-
sioning Physicians on their Prezcriptions,”
raised a heated delute, Messrs,. Cochrane,
Shotbolt, Hendevson and Nelson, speak-
ing to the question. Mr. Cochirane thought
it ought to bo left to the individuals to
Jjudgo for themselves.  Mr. Shotbolt and
Mr. Henderson thought little of it was
done, and rather sat on the system, wliilst
Mr. Nelson strongly deprecated this un-
professional schewme and thought it a
disgrace to both professions.

The third question, “The Proposed Ro-
duction of the Annual Fee,” A motion,
moved by Me.Ewmery and seconded by Mr.
Willinms, “That the Council be recom-
mended to reduce the Aunual Fee und he
would suggest the fee be mnde §7.50 for
Licentiate in Business, 33 for Licentiate
Clerks, and 31 for Approntices;” was,
after some discussion, carried.

This ended' the-discussion, and various
votes of thanks followed. D). S, Curtis,
rvetiving Councillor, the President, Coun-
al and Registrar coming in for the same.

Nothing further trauspiring for the
aood of the profession, the meeting ad-
Jjourned, to meet in- Vancouver,June, 1895,

Ciras, Nsryoy; Seci-Registrar.



