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sions containing tannin, 01 cinchona, and
preparations containing alkaloids.

Perchloride of mercury is a test for the
mydriatic alkaloids, a fact important te
the dispenser in the case of atropine,
which lias unusually powerful alkaline
properties and precipitates mercurie oxide
fron iercuric solutions (Attfield). Me-
tallic contact is to be avoided ; absolute.
ly so in the presence of moisture, and the
true incompatibles have to be nost care-
fully nianaged.

Ve dispense themi in thitis instance, not
at randou, ntor in any uncertain way.
The advancedl dispenser will have a suro
guide in compounding this inercuric reine-
dy ; the prescriber will know how to ex-
hibit it untider the inost favorable condi-
tions, and the junior may learn iot to use
a danp steel palette knife with the per-
chloride, nor to allow his mucilage to
comie in direct contact in the following
prescription :--
R Hydrargyri perchlioridi ........ .gr.

M1tucilag. Acacizt .............. 2 tir.
AquW Dcstillato.
Aqu:e Calcin ................ aa 5 dr. mift.

But, taking advantage of incomnpatibil-
ity, if he wishes to produco a clear, non-
precipitated solution with the subjoined-
R Hydrargyri pcrchloridi ........ 2 gr.

M ucilag. Acacue ... .......... 2 Ir.
$p. Chloroform................ 1 dr.
Lig. Potassta....... ..... oz.
Aque Destillatle........l oz.

lie will proceed thus-
Dissolve IIgCl2 in Aque áss: to

which add mucilage. Diluto Kl0 with
full amount of water at comnand : coin-
bine the two solutions and add the spirit
last.

Should lie further have learnt the dis.
pensing value of glycerine, lie will be able
to produce Ianbury's Lotion in a fit con-
dition, and to understand why the fornu-
la " is either transparent and colourless,
or opaque and of a brick-red, according to
the order in whichî the ingredients are
wixed.
R Potassii chloratis.

Ikoracii. ............... ......aa 1 dr.
Hydrargyri perchloridi ........ 4 gr.
(Ilyceri.i ......... oz.
.Aq.u.e Destillau.e.........3 8 oz.

This systeiatie treatmnent should bu ex-
tended to other large sections of the dis-
pensing art, and it would bo well to study
the following after the sanie plan :-

L Camphor, Creasote, and Carbolie
Acid.

I. Oleum Terebinthine, and Chloro-
fori.

II. Bismuth, Borax, Ferrous and Fer.
rie preparations.

IV. Lead, .pium, and Mercurials [oth.
er than HgCi2 ].

V. Quinine-salts and preparations.
VI. Acacia, Tragacanth, Glycerine, and

Syrupus.
Without an exact knowledge of the

dispensing values included in Section VI.,
the dispenser is advised to try soie other
oupation.

. (ConWldhednx ot.

A Ready Method for Benzolnat-
Ing Lard.

GEFo. HARuvEY, vif.

Tite Commniittee ont Scientilic Papers
.iubimitted the following query :

" What is the best method for benzoin-
ating lard 1"

This apparently simple problem pire.
seats difliculties which iavo been experi-
enced more or less by ail pharmacists,and
are not readily overcomîe. A successful,
practical nethod for nanipulating this
troublesonie and often nieglected prepara-
tion has been the subject of considerable
discussion at various timues and intervals.
Tite present process of the pharnacopSia
is so unsatisfactory that little need be
said beyond the fact, that in the iands of
ma!,"ny mnttuipulators it has proven a sore
disappointment, principally on accoutnt of
the lengti of Lime required and the dang.
er of excessive lieat, thereby fusing the
ben-zoin into a mass, in which condition it
is imiipervious to the lard.

Various ways have been suggested for
overcoming this tedious and uncertain
process, somte possessing considerable mer-
it, as nay be nentioned the admnixture of
an alcoholic or ethereal solution of ben-
zoin with the melted lard, and subsequent
evaporation of the solvent and precipita-
tion of the resin.

But in this age of progressive and. dle.
gant pharmacy, the prime desideratui is
expediency as well as efliciency, and as
tihe employnent of benzoin presents too
many difliculties tu meet these conditions,
it becoimes necessary to cast about for
some other agent to accomplhst the saine
or identical results, with less expenditure
of time and energy. An available and
unobjectionable substance is found in Bal-
sain Peru, a substitute presenting the es-
sential features of a preservative in a con-
centrated forim ; its constituents, benzoic
acid and cinnimnic acid, associated with
benzylic conpounds, having antiseptic and
aronatie properties similar to benz.oin.
The presence of a considerable proportion
of an objectionable resin unfits it for use
in mnany ointtients : when mixed with
lard and afterwards heated this resin will
deposit, causing an unsightly mixture.

Herewitih is submitted a simple process
for the ready separation of this inert res-
in, retaining the aromatic and attiseptie
principles of the balsam» in a concentrated
and unaltered form, ready for extempor-
aneous use, thus enabling the pharmacist
to preserve lard or ointments, without a
thought of previous unpleasant experi-
onces.

Different methods are cmployed for de-
resining the balsam, the following giving
the least trouble and the best results:

Baisan Peru, 4 oz. av.
Purified Lard, q. s. to finish 16 oz. av.
Heat 12 ounces of lard to 200° F., add

the Balsam Peru slowly and with brisk
stirring, maintaining about the same tem-
perature until ail of the balsai han been
9ded. KSep the mixture in a iîuid cou.

dition at a somnewiat lower tenperature
for hat an hour or les, to allow the resin.
to collect at the botton of the vessel,,
when the fluid portion containing the aro-
iatic and oily constituents dissolved in,.
the lard imay be decanted, and sufficient.
lard added to mnake the weight 16 ounces.
av. This should be constantly stirred un-
til cold, so as to insure a perfect hono-
geneous mixture ; which in of a slight.
ainber color, and represents twenty-five
per cent. of the original balsamn. The
separated resiîi is very dark brown and
friable wien cold, showing that it is prac,
tically exhiaustcd. One.half of one per
cent. of Baisat Peru added to lard has.
been found to bu fully as effective as wlwha
the oilicinal process lias been followed ::
thorefore a simple calculation wili show
that one part of tite twenty-tive per cent,
mixture with forty.nino parts of purified
lard or ointment will yield the desired obl
ject, either by simple admixturo or addi-
tion to the ineited preparation. This.
preparation may be varied. to suit tie,
ideas of lte dispenser.

Occasions frequently arise when, fromt.
bîck of time or otherwise, the otlicinab
process cannot be followed, and at such.
tites this ready-iade mixture demon..
strates its special utility. The finished
preparation thus made ias scarcely any
more color thtan the pure article, and ias.
a perceptible balsamnic odor.--Proceetlitjs.
C'alifornia Pharm. As8ociation.

Making 011 Out of Corn..

A sugar refining company in Chicagois:
making oil out of corn. It is said to bea,.
soft, yellow liquid that resembles linseed
ol in appearance. lite process of separ-
ating the oil frot the corn was discover-.
ed by Dr. Arno Behr. It had been,
known for a long time that maize con-
tained ain oily property, but it remained
for some one to turn the idea into se-
couznt. "lThere is no danger,".says Dr.
Beir, "of corn oùl ever taking the place
of linseed oil. In the first place it will
always be too scarce. The amount of oil
contained in corn is only about 4 per
cent. of its total weigit, and we find that-
we lose about half of it in the process of
extraction, so that we get a very small
amount of oil after ail. The assertion
ias been made that corn oil can bu put tq
little use-that it cannot be enployed in
muaking either soap or paint. The great
value of linseed oil for paints is that it
dries readily, and it bas been asserted
that corn oil will not dry. Now, this is
a mistake, and as a matter of fact, corn
oil can be used in making paint or var-
nish, and also in soaps. It makes a splen-
did soft soap. That there are valuable
uses to which it eau bu put is shown by
the fact that there is a demand for it in
foreign markets." As only one company
has the secret of the process and empîoys
it, after the corn lias been converted into
starch or glucose, so that nothing shall be.
wasted, there is no danger of a glut Of
corn o In the markAtt--Eshng Peso
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