
CANADIAN DRUGUIST.

The Prescribing Chemist and the
Dispensing Doctor In France.

The Pari., correspondent of the ia.ncet
writes ona tiis subject as follows: li
Franc.-, aIs with you, the subject of the
prescribing clieist coies'froi tisme to
tiie o t tsa lapia of discss.zions, althouglh
in this country the respective splhe-es of
pharmacien anti doctor are mnucl inior"
sharply delinted than in Englad. iere
the former is strietlyi a druggist: tiat is
to say, le comupounds and deals in drugs
alone, while lie relegates the retailing
of toota brushes and other toilet requisites
to a pe'rsonlage quite apart, viz., tihe per-
fumer, whsose tnde is altogether another
braclh of industry, and as a rile, an ex.
tremîely luerative one. Consequently the
pharmaceutical clemist. occipies mnucl
sore the position of a professional aant
in this country thian witlh yos, and, there-
for, Isis social status is better. Plhiriiarney
indeed, enjoys the dignity in Universities
of France of a' separate faculty, the stud-
ents of whicl not only pass exainliliations,
but miatriculate and pursue a prolonged
curriculum before obtaining the diplona.
in pharniacy. Distinct fromt the cheimist,
againi, is the herbalist, or petty dea'ler in
green and dried herbs, who is msuels more
numerous as a class than in England, and
to whon the lower orders-very fond of
dosing themîselves for evesything in the
first instance-have recourse invariably
to their innuineable decoctions ortisanes.
It will thus be seen that the druggist is
linitd in lais operations to the dispenasinlg
and selliiig of pharmsaceutical preparations.
Ie is further restricted froma suggesting
or compounding any prepamition for a
custoimer unless the latter be first provid-
ed with a doctor's prescription. Tas other
words, hc is not to prescribe, and is liable
to penalties if le lins it provel against
hin that lie does so. Hie does it however
to a certain extent, but hardly in the
wholesale, flagrant, over-tie-counster san-
ner which obtains in the United Kiingdon.
There are, of course, here as elsewhere,
chemists <nid chemists. He who wishies
to push lais wares and preparations lias
recourse largely to advertising. Ho lias
some nostruimî whicla lie vausits in% tise
press throughout the country in the old
worn way as the ussiversal panacea for al
the ills of whici huatanity isthe unwilling
but inevitable inheritor. There is no re-
striction placed osn lais choice of advertise-
nient, providing lie observes the legal
limitation which orlains that all sucht
preparations must be of a simple and not
of a compound nature, and that it is

.clared accordingly. In this way lie
attracts the customer, who asks for a
particular "elixir" or what not and ons
whonm is thus adroitly thrown tle onus of
prescribing for hiniself. Tihe doctor, on
the other hand, save in a locality whnen a
pharmacy may be wanting, is strictly pro-
hibited by written and unwritten law
froi dispensing lais own nedicines; and
it must be allowed that it is to a large
extent owing to this salutary rule that

ismedicinso ais a pirofession occupies, as a
whole, a Iiglier social conîsideraition thais
it does in Ensgland. The eyesore so often
mset with in large centres in England, of a
miieiber of a learsied profession keeping
open sh1op os so.caslle(d surgery, where hair
oil and tooth brushes are oti-red for sale
or "'advice gra.tis, imiedicinse a shilling,"
painted oi as window in close proximiaity
to the namie of a registered practitiutoer,
vould not he toleriatel in this couttry for

a moment : and theie are ias two Opsinions
about the publie an.s1 the profession beinsg
in tisa' loig run gainers by tiis intolerance.

Tie <pastion of maselical treatient for
tie ponr is quite ieside tiis, as is evidene-
cd by the f.et that in France wiere
nothing of the above objectionable nature
obtains, tihe poor are well cared for medi-
cally, and there is little or no aluse of
hospital ebarity. An endeavor, however,
will shortly be male by a miieiber oPf the
Chamber of Deputies to modify the posi-
tions, su far as the emieinist is concerned,
by bringing the followinag proposition be-
fore the Ilouse :

Ciemiaists aire hescqefortls autlhorised t4 deliver
wvithout prescriptioni ansy compai5ouii iedicinles4
air drugs, but ts condition that they are ce
pressly asked for by the customaer.
To thtis proposal the gen'eral pru-titionters
are naituraily opposed. A daily paper
professes tu have itferviewedi one of this
body, who is reported to have replied as
follows "You coilain, doctor, that the
cheists poaci oa yourpreserves." "'Tht-y
niot only poach," replied the doctor, "but
they kill. In violation of the law, they
prescrib', while the doctor rests with lhis
armis crossed. The public does not recog-
naize thait a dispesser of drugs is intcapau.lble
of writing z' trustworthy prescription, and
yet the study of medicine and surgery is
quite another aflfir frois that of chemnistry
and pharmnacy. Now, the dangers," cois-
tinued lae, "of ielicine given in tihis w'ay
are two (1) oit a wrong or no diagnosis;
(2) it may not arrest the progress of th
malady ; result-delay, and the calling in
of the doctor when deàta is inevitable.
Moreover, by authorising the cleamists te
deliver miemicaes in this way nmany
struggling practitioners in the pgoorer
quarters will be deprived of their neans
of livelihood. There a- doctors," lie de-
clared, "hii such quarters, who, altho ugla
every whit as capable as their maore for.
tunate confrrer, find a difliculty, owing
to the exigencies of fortune, in puttsg
together two or thret thousand francs a
year. They maay have studied to 'obtain
their diploma for test years, and end by
gaining withi difficulty the %%ages cf a
workman ; and, mior'over, they are less ait
their ease that he, for they have to bear
iumîterous expenses whicih the worknana
lias not. It il; true thee are some men-
hers of the profession who accumulate
large fortunes, but thev are the smnall
minority, and it is precisely to this initior-
ity, whichs knows little of our necessities,
that apperls are matle to legislate for uF.
And it is to be addel," he went on, "that
in this matter the pharmacien has always
the advantage over us-as when, for

examsîple, a workans'.s consults us, li is
generally out of work, and spends his

ving ot Iousehold ntecessities, amngst
which are included thae iedicine. O>ur
patient n. ys '.s not for his consultatîions,
but hie always pays thie Chemist !' li con.
eiIsioI, lie urgted thtait le would IallOw the
chemnist in the interests of all conerned,
the patient included, to do verv msinor
surgery and siuple drssigs onsly, aitd
eveni then he miaint ined lit shonld hold
the diplomlla of nJocier de sante asl well as
that in phlaariiacy. Br. au'! C>ol. Drug'ygqut,

A New Method of Taking Pow-
ders.

During the course of tht resent infiluiesn-
za epilentne, Dr. Hlotlinat learied ta new
M1ethod of taking Powdea.rs,froms a patient
who himiself originated it. This msiethûod
seemned to otrer so anaay aadvantages over
the customsary enveloping in wafers and
capsules, that l HofiFana tried it. unler
nusierotis conaditionls and witht great satis-
faction.

The muaterial is a paper of vegetable
fibre, mllanussfactured ont a large scale in
Japan'. under the natme " Usego "; it is a
unifori yellowisha white in color, and lias
a silky lustre. On1 the one hand it is so
thin and delicate that the finest mark can
be seen throught it, and ont the other, is
possessed of remarkable toughness and
tenaity. The weight of a single piece (it
Comles sito cominerce in sheets 20 inches
long 11>y 14 broad) is about 30 gains, and
it contatins 1.05 per cent. of ashs, cosist-
inag of oxide of irons, aluiniia and liase.
Niroseopically Cxalined, it Was se'en to
lie a thick network of irregularly arranged
last tibre cells, witht extraordlinary this
walls. Ily the etIorts of Dr. UJloth, the
source wats identified as ricksrrmia ai-
escents of the natural order Thysielaceae, al,
bushy plant whici grows widely in tihe,
umounftain forests of mliddle and soutt
Japan.

A piece of aboaut 4 square inches is used
for at ordinary powder of 8 grains, whicha
is shaken as maîu;i as possible towards the
centre ; the four corners are then takes
up, and twisted together be-tween the fin.
ger and thumb, avoiding as aiuela as pos-
sible all unnecesssry bakiing of the paper.
The little twisted columnsas is then cut oti,
tfhe ba .lightly comprssed,and the whole
is ready for taking. Practical experiments
showec that in the stosaci the packet
iinediately unfolds, and discharges its
contents ; tihe paper itself seemgts t o en-
tirely disistegrated in ifs passage along
the digestive tract. The autitor thinks
that the great cheapnsvzs of the nethod
will be a chief advantage, as well as its
sianplicity of appIicationi. At the same
timne, thec Japan paper aisikes a msucs
ssialler packet than the ordîaiary wafer.
lie ryconmmends that tihe msledical mans
.iould add to his prescripîtiont the words

" D. ad. chart. jipornic," and that the
powders should be sent out ready for tak-
ing by the pharmaeist.
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