o..

BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER

MONTREAL.

Holiday Trade is Booming—Some Handsome Window
Displays Seen—Price Cutting of Books Causing
Much Comment.
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222 McQill Street, Montreal,
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HRISTMAS wrade started off very early this yem,
and there is every prospeet for unprecedented sales
of evervthing in the book and stationery line.

Some very line  windows were to be seen at an carly
date and this fact alone had much to do with ¢ncouraw
mg early holiday purchasing.  Among the handsome cal
endars seen in the windows s the Maple Leaf calendar,
which show the leaves grouped in artistie fashion in
rich autumnal tints  They are bemnr Lugely used  for
window decoration and are exceedingly attractive,

The MeGill  University magzazine has in its reeent
issue some splendid featuwres of great interest to the
student and those interested i college life. The maga
zine is mueh larger than usual and does great eredit to
the commitiee in charge and to the publishers

Mr. AP Chapman, the west end bookseller,  was
confined to his house through illness during fast month.

Mr. F. D, Waterman of New York, Presideat of the
[.. E. Waterman Fountain Pen Co., visited Canadian
headquarters in Mantreal last month.

Mr. T. Allen, of Melleod & Allen, Toronto, was n
Montreal during last month on a business trip.

Mr. Chas. AL Musson, of the Musson Book Co., Ltd.,
Toronte, arrived home from Emgland last month and
paid Montreal a visit hefore leaving for Toronto.

Montreal travelers report rushing business in  ail
parts of the East. They claim that never before have
orders been so heavy for hohdaz trade. ‘The wholesale
houses have cleaned aut their Christmas ~tock  which
was oven larger than any previens year.

English Christmas numbers <tarted off with a rush
and are selling in greater quantities than ever before.
Pete Murphy the veteran news sveador of Montreal sold
over 100 capies of the *Fixare™ the lirst movning it
appeared and about the same number of < Pear’s Christ
mas Number,™’

Mr. Tamguay, manager of the Montreal News Co.,
1td., speaks highly of the) sale of Busy Man's Maga
zine and reports that the trade is becoming more inter
ested in it as it is realized that it does not belong to
the epiemeral class of publications that an the past
have done much harm to the trade.

Mr. W. 0. Houston, loeal manager for the Dennison
Manufacturing Co., spent a portion  of last wmonth in
Cleveland in the interests of his firm.

Mr. E. J. Kastner, Secretary for the I. E. Wate
man Co., visited the New York Business  Show  last
month  where he  met  the  representatives  of  Book
<elier and Stationet.

The Cambridge Corporation td., are negotiating for
a site in Ottawa where they purpose opening a branch

At the Fielding Banquet tendered v the Montreal
Reform Cluh, the Honorable Rudolphe Lemicux. Post
master General, made seme signilicant statements with
regard to the postal rates being <o adjusted during the
present session of Parhament that they would fend to.
discoutapne  the cirenlation of Anierican yellow  journal
ism in Canada. This statement with the prospeet ol it
heings enforced has been hailed with delight by the as
majority in the trade

During the past few weeks there has been sgme lat
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ter price cutting of buoks going on buth w book stores
and the book departments of the departmental stores.
Bookseller  and  Stationer has investigated  the mat
ter and has brought to light some facts which purport
to be “causus  belli.” Of  course, one blames  the
ather for the present state of affairs and it is rather
difticult to reach the very heart of it. It wonld appear
that the manager of the book department of one of the
largest depavtment stores in the city orders largely from
one publishime  house. The  manager, presumably  be
came alarmed at the large stock of current fiction accun-
ulating, and ordered the prices ent down. A rvival de-
partment store. noticeing this, at once et even lower .
from one particular book it spread to others of  the
most. recent publications. A\ third store then stepped in
to the fray aund went the Hmit by offering the latest
book at S0 cents. Naturally, many of the booksellers
had to assert themselves as  still  doing business  and
followed suit. Some kept the book on the shell and, if
asked for it, offered it at $1.10. some others asked full
price, but na attempt was made to sell it. Of course
there is no illegality about this, but the state of affairs
s derogatory to business and should be mutually ended.

The Timms Noble Co., wholesale and manufacturing
stationers, suffored a loss throwgh fire to the extent of
$1,500 during last month.
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TRADE NOTES.,

HE stationery and faney goods business of J. Fred
Benson, Chatham, New Brunswick, has more than
doubled dwring the past yvear.  The business was

wored into Luger quacters in December, 105, and sinee
then, an addition has been made to aceconunodate his
trade. A fraction of hix business is picture post eavds,
and a sale of nearly 50000 is peported for the past sum-
wer, The store is always attractive, well lighted, and is
a model of both cleanliness and neatness, Mr. Benson
also conducts a large printing and  publishing husiness
in the same town, and is proprictor of the Commereial
newspaper,

Bushy & Pollock, stationers, Montreal, have dis

~olved partnership.

Theophile: Mattar, faney  goods, ete. Hawkeshurs,

Ont., has assigned to M. W. Lawlor

M. K. Rodd & Company, books and stationery, Sack

ville, NX.B., have sold out to W, R. Rodd.

W L Baldwin, bookseller and statisner. Torente

Junetion, is advertising his bhusiness for sale,

George H. Giles, travelime salesman i the Carter «
Ink Company, Boston, died suddenly at the Good Samas
itan Hospital, Los Angeles, on November 0 Mr. Giles
had a serere cold when he arrived i Jas Angeles, hat
he thought nothing of it. He went to the Hollenbeek
Hotel where he has alwass staved when in Jas Amevles
and remained there until he was removed to the hosgu
tal. Uremic poisoning set in and for twe davs before he
died he was uneonscious. Mr. Giles was a1 mative  of
Canada and ha~ been the past thice vears in the em
ploy of the Carter’s Ink Company, representing them up
on the Pacific Conat in their ribbon and earbon depart
ment and has been enunenthy cuceessful m this weak
Previous tae this time, he was engaged in pravate b
ness for a number of yeats in Moptieal Ths
friend~ in hi~ home city and ameng the trade  will be
surprised and ucrisved to learn of s <udden death, o~
he was one of the most popular <alesmen conung te the
(‘v-aﬁ'



